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OWER RATE OF IMPORTS IN FEBRUARY REDUCES 
TRADE GAP TO £16°9 MILLION 


value of United Kingdom exports in February (£140-7 
| million) was £18-5 million below the record January figure. 
Imports during the month fell from £187-2 million in January 
£1620 million, the lowest figure since February last year. 
-exports were {4-4 million, compared with £5-1 million in 
y and the excess of imports (at c.i.f. valuation) over total 
ports (f.0.b.) was reduced to only £16-9 million, less than in any 
onth since July 1946. 
February contained only 24 working days against 26 in January. 
In daily basis the rate of export in February was 4 per cent. 
wer than in January, but 1 per cent. higher than in December. 
he following table shows the value, in £ million, of exports in each 
- last twelve months, adjusted to a normal working month of 
ys: 
-- 126 July.. 140 November... 147 
pril .. 126} August . 1354 December., 1514 
135 September... 131 January .. 159 
139} October 140 February .. 152} 


all in Volume of Exports 


Allowing for the rise in prices since 1938, the volume of exports 
Provisionally estimated at 143 per cent. of that in 1938; this 
mpares with 162 per cent. in January and 148 in December. 
ha daily basis the quantity of goods exported was the same as in 
tcember but 5 per cent. smaller than in January. 
Exports of food, drink and tobacco fell by £1-0 million to £7:2 
lion, the lowest figure since August. Despite the shorter working 
onth, coal exports were higher than in January and the total value 
exports of raw materials (£6-3 million) was only £0-3 million 
wow the January figure. 
The total value of manufactured goods exported fell by £17-0 
from the January record to £123-7 million. Exports of 


illior 


all types of vehicles (including locomotives, ships and aircraft) were 
considerably less than in January, the total for the group showing a 
reduction of £4-8 million to £23-4 million. Machinery exports 
fell by £3°8 million to £22-0 million and iron and steel exports were 
£1-0 million lower at £9-5 million. 

Among the textile groups, only for woollen and worsted goods 
was the reduction ({1-2 million to £8-2 million) more than could 
be accounted for by the shorter month. Cotton yarns and manu- 
factures were only {0-4 million lower at {13-4 million and for silk 
and rayon, miscellaneous textiles and apparel the values were much 
the same as in January. Exports of chemicals, drugs, etc. fell from 
£8-2 million in January to £6-7 million and exports of pottery, 
glass, abrasives, etc. fell to £3-8 million. 


Reduced Food Imports 


The major part of the reduction in imports was in food, drink 
and tobacco, which fell by £18-8 million (over a fifth) to £66:9 
million. Among the individual groups dairy produce fell by 
£6-4 million to £12-2 million, beverages and cocoa preparations 
by £3-9 million to £9-2 million and miscellaneous foodstuffs 
were {3-3 million lower at £9-1 million. For raw materials the 
reduction was from £58-5 million to £56-3 million ; falls of over 
£1 million for wood and timber, raw cotton and raw wool were 
partly offset by increases for rubber and for hides and skins. The 
fall of £4-4 million in imports of manufactured goods was shared 
by the three most important groups—manufactured oils (mainly 
petroleum), non-ferrous metals and machinery. 

Detailed particulars of our imports, exports and re-exports were 
published on March 21*. The table on page 627 shows summary 
figures for British exports and retained imports. 





* Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of United Kingdom, 
February 1949, HMS.O., 6s. 6d., by post 6s. 11d. 
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In February, the total value of metal goods exported was £694 








































































































PAGE —_ 
million, almost the same as the average for the fourth quarter of 1948. 
Lower Rate of Imports in February Reduces Trade Gap to & 169m. 625 but nearly £12 million less than in January. 
More Industrial Controls Relaxed __.. 632 Although the value fell a little less, the total tonnage of machinery 
Hardwood Timber Relaxations. Silk Bolting Cloth. Interim exported (70,400 tons) was 16 per cent. below the January rsa 
Retail Prices Index... eee Ss --- 633 but in terms of both quantity and value exports were about 5 per “sy 
HOME NEWS SECTION Exports of Machinery 
war 5 in Export Licensing Control. Yarn Production in the ———_ FI— 
otton Industry. Woven Wool Cloths from Italy and France. 
Gift Parcels from Abroad. Raw Cotton Selling Prices... 634 any ane 1.—Foc 
Changes in Leather Licensing. Restrictions on seated Lighting Year | Year |Fourth| Jan. | Feb. | py, A. | 
Relaxed 635 1947 | 1948 [Quarter] 1949 | 1949 | jy J > 
Survey of Paper Production and Supplies i in 1948 a s 636 1948 C J 
Sale of Government Surplus Furniture and Office Equipment. dD. } 
British First-Feature Film Quotas Reduced. Good Prospects Th at i EB. J 
for Pottery Exports. Production of Utility Goods in 1948. Iron Textil hin 6-7 9-2  - = a 16 million FF. 1 
and Steel Exhibitions. Rubber Study Group Meeting 638-639 ee das, ce\ esl sel 6s) aateen © 
Work on Air Gauging of Textiles. Surface Film Stripping of Prin rpnninnnenmeiie o ey ” ” 78) 31 H, ( 
Metal. Increase in Exports of Washing Machines. Purchase — ne as eoaet- 3-6 4-7 47 58 | a7 
Tax Announcements ... < te ... 640 Pm an “tana. 8) 61) 20 
Exhibition Shows Britain’s Economic Problem. bei ape w= 641 working) 45 4:3 45 5-5 | 37\ 13 
Boilers and boiler- house IL—Rs 
QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT plant j a 6-6 5-4 4-8 77 | 5-4 08 
Price of Scandinavian Newsprint. Trading with Israel. Trade Other machinery . | 286) 35-1] 37-2 43°3 | 36-8 | 112 din 
Commissioner in Ceylon. Imports of Wines from South Africa. z | = B, ( 
Trade Agreement with Hungary. Hosiery and Knitwear Exports. Total tee .. | 55°83 | 64:9] 67-4) 83-4 | 70-4 | 220 
Exports of Works of Art. Quality of Utility Worsteds. Wool «. I 
Control. Raw Cotton under E.R.P. Motor Cars to the Argen- D. } 
tine. Prices of Woollen and Worsted Cloths. Japan and Trading above the fourth quarter level. The reduction compared with 
Agreements. Profit Margins on Furniture. Outsize Stockings January was shared by all the more important types of machinery, E. \ 
and Shoes *: ot oe oe see 642-643 except non-electrical prime movers, exports of which were the highest | F ! 
Tourist Foreign Currency Allowance ... es a 643 on record. G. 1 
Forthcoming Ministry of Supply Auction Sales . 644 : H. § 
Coal, Gas and Electricity Returns for March 19. Utility F Furniture The ey gh ——- manete ne yang — _— re ag com. 
+ etaaiagy tes : 645 lower than in either January or the fourth quarter o 8. The 1 ¢ 
Registrations of British and Foreign Films... bis i ... 646 number of commercial vehicles and chassis exported (7,107) wa,f J, 
Exports of Vehicles K. | 
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS ee eee od LY 
Hardwood Flooring Blocks. Industrial Woodpulp. Import of | | M. I 
Liquorice Juice. Imports of Anemone Corms from British | Monthly Average | Xx] 
Empire. Laundry Charges. New Registrar of Companies oem 
Appointed. British Handcrafts Export Appointments. Council | Year | Year | Fourth} Jan. | Feb. | Feb. 
of the Festival of Britain. Orders Made Under Companies Act, | 1947 | 1948 /Quarter| 1949 | 1949 | 1M) 
1948. Import Duties Drawback on Jute Tissue. Petrol for een. ge 
Vehicles with Carriers’ Licences. Postal Services to South Africa. £ PF ia 
Damage to Mails for Jamaica. New Address for Hong Kong | Number million 
Government Office ... < kas — Kes ib me 647 Motor cars, new: At 
Not exceeding 1,000 c.c. | 3,179 | 1,467 31 652 oo * BP 
7 1,000 c.0. to 1,600 c.c.... | 5,351 | 11,728 | 12,475 | 10,540 | 8,662) 24 
ee ee ee Exceeding 1,600 c.c. ... | 1,939 | 3,029 | 3,820 | 4,493 | 4123| 16 f° 1 
Current Trends in Trade with Sweden 20 oes 648 Chassis for motor cars ... | 1,439 | 2,685 | 3,1€8 | 3,605 | 1,909] 08 DN 
Anglo-Polish Quotas. re Trade ‘Talks. ‘Trade Commercial vehicles ... | 2,007 | 3,049 | 3,374 | 3,567 | 3,381| 14 ; 
with Germany 650 Chassis for commercial BC 
Market for British Hosiery and Knitw ear in L atin America . ob | Cian vehicles .. 2,130 | 3,208 | 3,603 | 4,278 | 3,726) 19 z 
Information for United Kingdom Exporters ... cs Roe Agricultural tractors (other RE 
External Seaborne Trade of India for April to September 1948 soo . 090 than track- laying) ... | 1,397 | 5,647 | 7,126 | 9,667 | 7,778) 21 G. y 
Clearing Offices Closed. Palestine Defence Bonds and Savings Motor cycles “ ... | 4,610 | 6,261 | 6,621 | 7,561 | 5,615) 05 i i 
Certificates - 657 Thousand L c’ 
Canada’s Overseas Trade i in 1948. Report of the United Kingdom Pedal cycles _ ... 1 #22 } 1501 165 1 186, 176} 1? J . 
Engineering Mission to Canada. Jute Mission to India and | Thousand tons i 
Pakistan : pox = bic ef bee as .» 658 Railway rolling stock : | K. § 
Overseas Standards _ see — ~~ — = ~ Locomotives and parts | 3-5 3-8 4-1 4-9 3-0) 07 
Statutory Notice: Patents and Designs vat eis ae OOD Wagons and trucks (in- L. M 
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First Third Fourth | January | February | First | ‘Third | Fourth January | February 
Half Quarter | Quarter 1949 1949 Half | Quarter | Quarter 1949 1949 
1948 1948 1948 1948 | 1948 | 1948 
caitisidinaencionms 
£'000 £000 £000 £'000 £000 | £000 £7000 £000 £000 £000 
|—Foon, DaInk AND Tosacco 
. Grain and flour ‘ 14,768 17,807 19,733 19,504 17,396 | 431 166 318 215 131 
 Feeding-stuffs for animals 1,953 2,163 1,859 | 615 612 | 26 30 | 18 28 26 
Animals, living, for food 810 881 1,424 | 963 1,303 | 0 0 | 0 ins po 
Meat ts oy 807 9,402 9,839 | 7,911 8,455 | 54 57 80 67 64 
Dairy produce... 11,523 10,021 10,419 | 18,575 12,165 | 109 97 | 167 98 100 
' Fresh fruit and vegetables 4x4 8,474 7,254 7,887 | 7,785 6,647 120 114 |; 177 271 54 
Beverages and cocoa ens aa 9,414 7,985 9,979 | 13,684 8,963 | 2,291 2,264 2,677 2,581 2,369 
. Other food aes ea ; 10,798 11,391 13,293 12,280 8,994 | 3,527 3,133 3,332 3,328 2,667 
. Tobacco 1,759 5,895 4,800 3,813 1,979 | 1,359 1,348 1,521 1,557 1,764 
Tota, Ciass I 70,306 72,799 79,233 | 85,130 66,514 7,917 | 7,209 8,290 | 8,145 7,175 
1L—Raw MateriaLs AND ARTICLES MAINLY | | | 
UNMANUFACTURED | 
are 67 1 0 -- a 2,352 4,088 4,177 3,621 3,744 
Other non- metalliferous mining and 
quarry products and the like 1,059 909 1,265 844 1,099 235 261 279 223 208 
Tron ore and scrap 2,201 2,593 2,172 1,800 1,741 10 a 12 6 9 
. Non-ferrous metalliferous ores and 
scrap .. 2,765 2,650 3,138 2,322 2,023 380 254 219 319 51 
Wood and timber 6,037 9,626 9,350 5,887 4,757 21 21 15 21 18 él 
Raw cotton and cotton waste.. 9,734 6,035 9,890 9,863 8,307 38 39 40 26 23 a 
Wool, raw and waste, and woollen rags 5,978 4,608 5,246 10,117 8,674 714 731 746 841 955 } 
. Silk, raw and waste, ‘and artificial silk | ~ 
waste 193 195 230 109 283 161 168 | 156 153 145 “ 
Other textile materials a 2,413 1,815 1,719 2,171 2,544 | 23 25 0 6 54 - 
Seeds and nuts for oil, oils, ony resins | pe 
and gums... . 12,437 11,325 10,691 11,499 11;733 | 152 RTT 302 519 128 5 
Hides and skins, undressed . 2,469 2,745 1,805 2,753 3,200 | 131 81 57 108 117 Ss 
Paper-making materials 3,865 5,001 4,677 4,739 4,329 | 24 29 24 17 15 Be 
Rubber .. 2,315 2,739 1,096 15 1,793 48 37 48 63 41 5 
Miscellaneous raw ‘materials a = 
articles mainly unmanufactured ... 2,161 2,392 2,103 2,640 2,597 | 612 213 | 516 750 807 be 
Tota, Crass II 53,694 52,634 53,382 54,759 53,080 i 4,001 6,131 | 6,591 6,663 6,315 5 
I—Artices WHorty or Marry | a 
MANUFACTURED... | wa 
Coke and manufactured fuel. 12 12 8 38 10 162 541 708 785 802 5 
Pottery, glass, abrasives, eto. a 637 329 417 470 371 3,717 3,721 3,917 4,572 3,766 3 
Iron and steel and manufactures d 
thereof , 1,374 1,570 2,206 | 2,095 2,314 8,194 8,723 10,082 10,568 9,538 be 
Non-ferrous metals and. manufactures “ 
thereof sa 6,972 8,382 7,185 | 7,344 5,209 4,251 4,336 5,392 5,959 5,394 “ 
Cutlery, hardware, implements and 5 2 
instruments . ne ibs 526 473 500 52 414 3,472 3,565 3,750 4,309 3,583 
Electrical goods and apparatus 219 190 199 189 218 5,769 6,181 6,552 7,314 6,149 
Machinery . ‘st 3,549 3,436 3,000 4,354 3,416 18,422 19,925 20,941 25,754 21,975 
{wa of wood ‘and timber i 1,088 1,071 858 782 852 145 183 175 193 162 
Cotton yarns and manufactures 1,804 1,928 2,108 1,800 1,938 9,218 12,22 13,068 13,768 13,386 
Woollen and worsted — and manu- | 7 ” 
factures Z — 1,357 1,321 1,336 | 1,494 1,463 7,403 8,336 8,655 9,470 8,228 
» Sikand artificial silk yarns an | 
factures ; peieinenes | 738 435 569 | 755 571 3,088 3,586 3,368 3,801 3,726 
Manufactures of other textile materials | 1,805 2,502 1419 | 1,206 1,431 2,327 2,186 2,315 2,326 2,245 
» Apparel... ‘ 302 180 220 272 279 2,407 2,802 2,853 2,638 2,695 
Footwear i 190 182 127 136 169 672 607 606 499 441 
Chemicals, drugs, dyesand colours ...| 2,516 2,749 2,170 2,130 2,137 6,682 7,369 7,144 8,213 6,737 
Oils, fats and resins, manufactured ... | 11,002 12,094 8,548 11,151 9,428 756 897 980 857 865 
Leather and manufactures thereof . 742 688 946 | 803 1,055 688 703 755 770 755 
Paper, ¢ cardboard, ete. wh 1,940 2,205 2,019 | 1,716 1,514 1,702 1,836 1,968 2,315 1,661 
Vehicles (including . | 
and oh raft)... ing ieee ships { 947 956 942 1,094 1,340 20,755 23,047 23,703 28,176 23,372 
ae manufactures... ” 18 1k 16 | 13 17 533 514 536 609 404 
iscellaneous artic rhe a 
mainly oun ticles ™ 1,800 1,780 1,495 | 1,782 1,732 | 7,139 | 7,715 7,817 7,789 7,719 
Torat, Crass III 39,538 42,494 anand | 40,145 35,878 3 | 107,502 | 118,996 | 125,285 | 140,685 | 123,693 
V—Axmwats, Nor For Fooo 534 767 569 478. | 390 | 363 | 382 368 395 | 448 
1,678 gos | 1,104 | 1,609 0 | 1728 | 3,240 | 2,860 | 3869 | 3,335 | 3,086 
| | 
TOTAL, ALL CLASSES ... | 1€5,750 | 169,592 | 170,576 | 182,121 | 1 57,590 | 123,923 | 135,528 | 144,403 | 159,223 | 140,717 
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Imports in February—(Continued) 


£1-8 million. Exports of ships and boats were a third below the 
high January figure and the value of aircraft and parts sent abroad 
fell from £3-2 million to £2-8 million. 

Iron and steel exports as a whole amounted to 178,000 tons, the 
fall compared with January being no more than could be accounted 


Exports of Metals and Metal Manufactures 





















































Monthly average 
| 1 
Yeur | Year | Fourth} Jan. | Feb. | Feb. 
1947 1948 |Quarter| 1949 1949 1949 
1948 
£ 
Iron and steel and manu- Thousand tons million 
factures thereof : 
Crude iron and steel 8-6 4-9 5-1 5-9 3-9 0-4 
Rolling-mill] products ... 43-2 44-4 56-6 61-3 53-0 1-9 
Finished iron and steel 
goods ... 104-6 | 118-2 | 130-3 | 124-0 | 12]-2 7-2 
Total 156-4 | 167-5 | 192-0 | 191-2 | 178-1 9-5 
Thousand cwts. 
Aluminium and aluminium 
munufactures . sae 60-6 | 107-1 | 162-8 | 175-2 | 146-6 1-4 
Brass and brass manu- 
factures... ive = 82-3 91-5 | 119-5 | 159-3 | 102-0 1:0 
Copper and copper manu- 
factures ... = -- | 115°3 | 119-7 | 123-8 | 174-6 | 110°5 1-0 
Thousand 
Radio sets 33-9| 25-7; 23-7; 251] 17-9] 0-2 
Thousand tons 
Electric wires and cables 6-4 | 10-2; 11:0: 11-9 10-1 | 2-0 
£ million 
Telegraph and telephone j 
equipment = see 0-6 1-0 1-2 1-3 1-2 1-2 
Implements and tools... 1-0 1-3 1-4 1-6 14) 1-4 





for by the shorter month. Exports of each of the important categorieS 
of non-ferrous metal manufactures were, however, well below the 
high January figures. The reduction of £1-2 million for electrical 
goods and apparatus (to £6-1 million) was shared by all the main 
items within the group. 


Exports of Textiles 


The total value of textiles exported in February (£30-3 million) 
was {1-7 million lower than in January, most of the reduction being 


Exports of Textiles 
































| Monthly average | | 
| Year | Year | Fourth Jan. Feb. | Feb. 
1947 | 1948 |Quarter} 1949 | 1949 | 1949 
1948 ! 
£ 
Thousand cwts. million 
Cotton yarns... ... | 20 44 51 73| 54] 1:8 
Cotton thread (finished) ... | 8 | 9 ll ll } 10 1-0 
| 
Cotton piece-goods Million square yards 
yoven) : 
Unbleschod | 3 4 5 | 6 4 0-4 
Bleached | 14 17 19 20 20 2-0 
Printed ... coe | 13 22 | 25 | 21 27 3-1 
Dyed in the piece ll 15 17 | 18} 20) 28 
Coloured cottons | 3 5 | 6 7 | 5 0-9 
Total |} 44] 63] 72] 72] 76) 92 
| 
: Thousand ewts. 
Wool tops ... = es 28-6, 44-3 46-0 42-2 40-0 1-2 
Woollen and worsted | | 
yarns 10-8} 15-6! 19-7! 23-5} 20-9} 1-2 
| Million square yards 
Woollen and worsted | | 
tissues ... oe ee 6-8 | 9-5 | 10-1 11-2 9-7 4-6 
Carpets .. .. 1. | * 09} 08] 11] 07] 08 
Artificial silk tissues on | 9-4 13-1 14:2 16-4 15-9 2-8 
Linen piece-goods net | 3-8 | 3-7 3-6 4-0 4-1 1-1 
} 
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accounted for by the fall for woollen and worsted goods, 
Shipments of cotton yarns fell back from the J anuary peak to 


the December quantity; this was partly due to a bi 
exports to Pakistan. Exports of cotton piece-goods we 
square yards compared with 72 million square yards in 


g decline in 


re 76 million 


January and 


Distribution of Exports of Cotton Piece-goods 











—— 
Monthly Average 
Year | Year |Fourth} Jan. | Feb, Feb 
1947 | 1948 |Quarter| 1949 | 1949 | igi 
1948 
ie 3 
Million square yards iN 
India and Pakistan 0-9T 4-5t 8-5f 9-6, 138 ay 
British West Africa 5:7 9-7 11-0 81) 146] 15 
Australia ... ca 3°8 8-7 9-5 11-4 98! 14 
Union of South Africa 4-8 5-3 6-7 5-9 57) 07 
New Zealand 2-0 2-6 3-3 4-2 31) 04 
Canada... pei 0-7 3-0 3-7 4-3 24] 03 
Argentine Republic 0:5 0-8 2-3 2-9 15] 93 
Lire oe eee 0-5 1-2 1-6 1-7 19] 03 
Ceylon... 0-4 1-2 0-9 1-1 16} 0-2 
British Malaya 3:3 2:6 1-9 1-2 18] 02 
Southern Rhodesia 0-9 1-5 2-2 1-8 18) 99 
Other British countries ... 4-6 7-7 6-6 6-1 56) 07 
Other Foreign countries ... 16-3 14-7 13-3 13-3 12:5] 15 
Total 44:4) 63:5) 71-5 71:6 | 76-1) 92 


























+ These figures relate to British India as a whole. 


except for last December, they were the highest since the war. The 
increase was more than accounted for by higher exports of printed 
goods, particularly to West Africa, although Pakistan also took 


substantially more. 


The reduction for wool manufactures was a general one. Shipments 
of woollen and worsted tissues fell back to about the December level: 


Distribution of Exports of Woollen and Worsted Piece-good 











Monthly Average 
| 
Year | Year |Fourth| Jan. | Feb. | Feb. 
1947 | 1948 | Quarter} 1949 | 1949 | 1949 
1948 
£ 

Thousand square yards million 

Canada... sbi 1,174 | 1,820, 1,727 { 1,993 | 1,788 | 087 

Union of South Africa 1,038 | 1,121 | 1,273 | 1,603 | 1,436 | 0-56 

United States of America 378 599 495 646 503 | 0-30 

Australia ... eee ose 150 473 729 970 676 | 027 

Eire 236 414 443 452 608 | 0-21 

Egypt 147 371 389 303 310 | 0-2 
New Zealand 331 502 588 598 460 | O18 | 

Hong Kong 244| 3751 317] 266| 300| O18 
Argentine Republic 173 216 406 380 226 | O16 F 

Switzerland iss 139 222 170 209 278 | Olt 
Denmark ... 199 126 286 337 303 | O13 F 

Brazil 40 107 97 77 173 | 01 

Other British countries ... 666 925 | 1,050 977 844 | 0:38 

Other Foreign countries... | 1,414 | 1,457 | 1,373 | 1,524 | 1,055 | 066 

Total 6,329 | 8,728 | 9,343 | 10,335 8,960 | 4:37 
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* Excludes flannels and delaines and certain other types of cloth for which 


country particulars are not shown. 


exports of carpets were more than a quarter below the high Janu" 
In spite of the shorter month, exports of artificial silk tissue | 
showed only a small reduction compared with the previous month © 
while those of linen piece-goods were the highest since June ls 
year and the value of apparel exports (£2-7 million) was slight! 


figure. 


higher than in January. 


Miscellaneous Exports 
Coal exports (1,008,000 tons) were 35,000 tons more than in Januat 








though still below the average for the fourth quarter of 1948; expo 
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f coke (147 000 tons valued at £0-7 million) were about 8 per cent. 
0 & 

n January. 
age eo for chemicals, drugs, etc., was shared by most 
items within the group except finished dyestuffs, which reached a 







































































new record, and disinfectants, insecticides, etc. Exports of spirits 
Exports of Coal 
Monthly Average 
Year | Year |Fourth| Jan. | Feb. | Feb. 
1947 | 1948 |Quarter| 1949 | 1949 | 1949 
1948 
£ 
Thousand tons million 
France 0 57 79 114 132 | 0-48 
it :. 2 68| 104] 110} 135| 0-47 
Ital 0 67 84 76 108 | 0-45 
o 50| 134] 148| 100! 100] 0-38 
i. 0 89 74 99 81 | 0-30 
Netherlands —| 49} 65} 70] 82] 0-28 
Portugal a “a 1 38 52 58 61 | 0:24 
Argentine Republic —— 79 123 69 39 | 0-16 
Norway - “+ ll 23 23 36 | 0-15 
Other British countries ‘ie 27 81 ps 102 17 0:27 
Other Foreign countries ... 8 202 274 152 157 0-56 
Total : | 88 875 | 1,121 | 973 | 1,008 | 3-74 
8 0 electe ems 
Exports of Selected It 
Monthly Average | | 
Year | Year | Fourth) Jan. | Feb. Feb. 
1947 1948 |Quarter} 1949 | 1949 1949 
' 1948 isa 
£ 
| Thousand tons million 
Ammonium sulphate ot | 18 | 17 29 | 15 0-2 
Sodium compounds 22 | a vy ‘ 37 | 30 0:7 
10usand cwts. 
Disinfectants, insecticides, a " “ “ - - 
ete. eee eee eee 4 vo e | °a 
Finished dyestuffs 17 18 19 25 26 0-9 
Paints and colours ‘ 131 175 193 208 152 1-0 
Perfumery and toilet pre- ns | | 
parations j aie 17 13 12 20 | 16 0:3 
£ million ' 
Dregs, medicines, eto. ...| 12! 28, 141: 16 | 12-4] 14 
; Thousand proof gallons | | 
Spirits .. {| 6341 7371 8071 786 | 668 | 13 
| Thousand ewts. | 
Sugar, refined ; | 454 | ny —~ ! 644 ‘ §21 0-9 
1l10n ids. 
Tobacco, manufactured .../ 43] 3:7! 401 42 [45] 1:8 
Thousand tons 
Coal 4 88 875 | 1,121 973 1,008 3°7 
Pottery | 15 | 21 eeeite, 2! |" 99} 17 
ousand cwts. 
Plate and sheet glass... «107 | 155 161 203 158 | 0-4 
Asbestos manufactures ...| 166 218| 226] 236 | 218| 0-4 
Thousand tons 
Cement | 72! 1301 140, 167 1 133] 0-6 
Thousand ewts. | 
Paper, cardboard, etc. 187 | 229 299, 389 216 1-7 
Leather 10 | ll 12 | 14 15 0-7 
Thousand dozen pairs 
Boots and shoes of leather | 42 | 36 | 33 | 28 24 0:3 
| Thousand | 
Motor car tyres 82 | 167 


123 | 


122 | 


| 108 | 0-8 
| 


(mainly whisky) fell to the lowest figure since June last year, but 
those of manufactured tobacco were the highest since the end of 1947. 
The quantity of paper, cardboard, etc., exported showed a very heavy 
fall (44 per cent.) from the high January figure, the value being re- 


duced from £2°3 million to £1-7 million. 


back to the fourth quarter level. 


Reduced Imports of Food 


Imports of wheat, 401,000 tons, were high in February, but the 
figure for flour, though higher than in January, remained well below 


Exports of pottery fell 


the average for the fourth quarter of last year. There was a sharp 


629 


fall for maize from the high January figure, but the quantity was still 


well above the 1948 average. 


oilseed cake and meal were low. 
The total quantity of meat imported rose from 57,000 tons in 
January to 76,000 tons in February, about equal to the fourth quarter 


average. 


Imports of most other grains and of 


Imports of butter, which had been very high in January, fell by 
nearly one half, and those of cheese were down by over a quarter. 
Imports of shell eggs, however, showed a further rise to the highest 


Imports of Food 



































Monthly Average 
Year | Year | Fourth} Jan. Feb. Feb. 
1947 | 1948 |Quarter| 1949 1949 | 1949 
1948 
Ps 
Thousand tons million 
Wheat 349 353 348 328 401 | 10-1 
Flour 74 68 77 30 40 1:3 
Barley 9 65 37 — 9; 0-2 
Oats 9 24 21 27 8 0-2 
Maize ae oe 40 111 159 263 169 5-1 
Oilseed cake and meal 26 46 48 13 16 0-4 
Cattle for food* 13 10 14 10 13 1-3 
Meat : 
Beef and veal ... 45 34 29 21 34 2-5 
Mutton and lamb $7 33 23 12 25 2-6 
Bacon and hams 11 ll 5 7 6 1-2 
Canned meat 16 6 8 9 5 0-9 
Other descriptions 8 10 13 8 6| 1:3 
Butter aaa ne 18 23 19 41 21 5-4 
Cheese ‘va 16 13 13 22 16 2-6 
Eggs in shell <v 7 9 9 14 15 | 3:2 
Eggs not in shell ... 4 3 3 6 3} 0-5 
Bananas 9 12 12 ll ll 0-4 
Oranges 34 40 31 52 59 2-5 
Tomatoes ... cd dae 16 17 20 21 19 1-8 
Other fresh fruit and vege- 
tables sia aaa 64 74 63 54 44 2-0 
Sugar, unrefined ... 156 159 147 120 92; 2-8 
Teat 14 15 21 20 17 5-3 
Cocoa, raw 9 9 4 | 31 8 1-5 
Thousand gallons 
Wine 918 | 970; 1,027| 803 508 | 0-6 
Thousand tons | 
Other beverages ... 19 | 24 | 22 25 23} 1:8 
Fish : | | 
Fresh or frozen... wes 18 | 18 14 17 24 1-0 
Other (including canned) 7 | 3 2 3 6 1-8 
Other foods see 128 127 161 120 88 4°5 
Tobacco 11 10 14 11 6| 2-0 
| | 
Total of food, drink and | 
tobacco ... - con Dh kg hER 1,331 | 1,342 | 1,300 | 1,187 | 66-9 
| 








* Estimated weight. 
+ Retained imports. 





since the war and though Denmark was again the biggest supplier 
there were more from Canada and Eire. 

The quantity of fresh fruit and vegetables imported, 133,000 tons, 
was little less than the previous month’s figure or the 1948 average, 


but there was a fall from 9,700 tons to 700 tons for dried fruit. 


Re- 


duced supplies from Australia and Cuba were largely responsible for 


the fall of nearly one quarter for sugar. 
more than one-quarter of the high January figure. 


Imports of cocoa were little 
Supplies of fresh 


and frozen fish rose by over a third and those of other fish, mainly 


canned, were the highest for more than a year. 


Imports of tobacco fell by over two-fifths; supplies from the 
United States were, as in January, very low and there were reduced 
quantities received from most other sources. 


Lower Imports of Metals and Timber 


Imports of most ores and non-ferrous metals were low in February, 
supplies of copper in particular falling by two-fifths to the smallest 


figure for nearly three years. 


The total of iron and steel and their 


manufactures was, however, above average and a sixth more than the 
quantity imported in January, mainly because of a rise in semi- 


finished steel. 


There was a reduction of about one-fifth for both hardwood and 
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hewn and sawn softwood compared with January, and imports of the 
latter in the first two months of this year reached only three-fifths 
of the quantity received in the corresponding period last year. 
Supplies of other types of timber and timber products were all lower 
than in January by about 10-15 per cent.; imports of pitprops, 
however, were double those in February 1948 and for the two months 


Imports of Materials 




































































| 
| Monthly Average | | 
Year | Year |Fourth| Jan. ' Feb. Feb. 
1947 | 1948 |Quarter} 1949 | 1949 | 1949 
1948 
£ 
Ores and metals : Thousand tons million 
Iron ore on os 570 727 662 554! 493 1-4 
Semi-finished steel* ... 18 16 24 9 28} 0-7 
Aluminium = pie 8 12 9 ll 10! 0-8 
Unwrought copper... 30 30 28 27 16 2:1 
Unwrought lead et 16 13 16 19 10 1-0 
Unwrought zinc a: 12 14 10 6 10} 0-9 
Tin ore and concentrates 3 4 5 4 2! 0-7 
Timber, woodpulp and 
paper : 
Hardwood a 60 67 61 67 55 1-2 
Softwood .| 295 216 264 140 110 2-3 
Pitprops ..| 161] 136] 188] 110 93 | 0-7 
Plywood = he 19 13 9 11 10} 0-5 
Woodpulp = ns 72 97 106 106 90} 3-4 
Paper and board oe 41 42 46 38 35 1-5 
Textiles, rubber, hides and 
skins : | 
Cottont ... ak oe 25 31 | 34 37 35 8-2 
Sheep’s and lambs’ | : 
woolt J 17 19; 16 27 25| 8-6 
_ ae oe ak 2 2 | 2 3 3] 0-7 
Hemp and hemp tow ... 7 8 | 6 7 9| 0-8 
Jutet - aes 5 8 5 6 1] 1-1 
Rubber (crude and syn- 
thetic)t ae + 9 16 8 -- 14 1-7 
Cattle hidest ... ns 10 8 7 10 11 2-1 
Sheep and lamb skins ... 2 2 | 2 2 21 0-5 
Thousand ewts. 
Undressed furskins 
(other than rabbit)... 2 | 3 | 2 | 1 | 2 0-6 
Million square yards 
Cotton piece-goods os 12-9 18-6 27-0 22-3 25-5 
Jute piece-goods ... | 21-2 | 27:1 20-1 17-2 | 21-6 | 0-9 
Thousand tons 
Oil, oilseeds and nuts : 
Ground nuts 5 25 32 29 30 41 1-8 
Palm kernels... = 30 32 30 33 27 1-1 
Other oilseeds and nuts 24 20 19 33 24 1:3 
Coconut oil ek 5 6 | 1 0 2 0-2 
Linseed oil bas es 9 4 | 1 9 0 0-0 
Palm oil... pon ae 13 16 | 16 12 13 1-0 
Other vegetable oils... | 4 s}/ 10] 9| 16 
Animal and fish oils... | 16 15 4 1 14] 1-4 
* Blooms, billets, slabs and sheet bars. 
+ Retained imports. 
Imports of Petroleum 
| | 
Monthly Average | 
| Year | Year | Fourth] Jan. Feb. Feb. 
| 1947 1948 |Quarter} 1949 | 1949 | 1949 
| | 1948 | | 
Nl ct 
Million gallons million 
Crude petroleum ... s+ | 51 | 98 | 128 89; 123] 3-2 
Refined petroleum : | | | 
Kerosene me sy 27 | 34 | 30 44 | 40) 1-4 
Motor spirit... . | 96] 98; 81{ 1290] 114] 41 
Fuel oil and diesel oil... | 62) 107| 82| 102| 69| 1-6 
Other sorts... oe | 44 | 49 46 46 | 53 | 2-0 
Total : Refined petroleum | 229 | 288 | 239 312 276 9-1 
: ‘ | 





+ Retained imports. 


together they were considerably higher than last year. 

Although there was little change in the total quantities of raw 
cotton or raw wool retained in February, the values dropped by £14 
million and £1-3 million respectively, a fall of about 15 per cent, ; 
each case, as smaller quantities of Egyptian cotton and merino ek 
were imported. Retained imports of jute were the highest since last 
June. Total imports of rubber, 20,000 tons, were double those 
in the previous month and re-exports, which had exceeded total 
imports in January, fell by nearly 4,000 tons. 

Imports of oilseeds and nuts, 92,000 tons, again included a sub 
stantial quantity of linseed (18,000 tons) as well as more groundnut: 
supplies of vegetable oils were only 24,000 tons compared with 32,009 
tons in the previous month, but the new seasons supply of whale oil 
began to arrive in February, 8,000 tons being imported. 

The quantity of crude petroleum received nearly equalled the very 
high average in the fourth quarter of last year; retained imports of 
refined petroleum were also high, though they fell by 11 per cent 
a the month, the figure for fuel oil and diesel oil being particularly 
ow. ; 


Distribution of Trade in January 


The first table opposite shows the progress of the trade of the United 
Kingdom in recent periods, distinguishing those countries which are 
particularly important as markets or sources of supply. In the 
second table is shown the visible balance of trade with these countries, 
The figures are derived from the Trade and Navigation Accounts in 
which imports are valued c.i.f. and exports f.o.b. 

Total imports in January amounted to £187-2 million compared 
with a monthly average of £176°4 million in the fourth quarter of 
1948. The corresponding figures for total exports were £1643 
million and £150-2 million, the adverse balance falling from £26:2 
million to £22-9 million. 

(Continu-d on next page) 











Eastern Enterprise 


For over three hundred years men of enterprise and initiative 
have engaged in trade with the East. For nearly a century The 
Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China has supplied them 
with the ialised banking services that this trade demands. — 
Today, in addition to these services, the Bank’s wide network of 
branches ensures that a wealth of information on local needs for 
products and services is readily available to customers. Those planning 
to enter the markets of the East are cordially invited to discuss their 
problems with the Managers of the Bank in London, Manchester or Liverpool. 


THE CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA AND CHINA 
(ncorporated by Royal Charter 1853) 

HEAD OFFICE: 38, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 
Manchester Branch: 52, Mosley St., Manchester 2 e Liverpool Branch 1 The Cottoo 
Exchange Buildings, Old Hall St., Liverpool 3 e West End (London) Branch! 
28, Charles Il St., London, S.W.1 e New York Agency: 65, Broadway, New York 

Associated Banking Institution in India: The Allahabad Bank Ltd. 

The Bank’s branch system, under British management directed from London, serves 
INDIA e PAKISTAN e CEYLON e BURMA e SINGAPORE AND FEDERATION 
OF MALAYA e NORTH BORNEO AND SARAWAK e INDONESIA « FRENCH 
| INDO-CHINA e SIAM ec THE PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC e HONGKONG 
| CHINA e JAPAN 
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Imports in February—(Continued) 


Although there was a small rise in the value of imports from the 
Western Hemisphere as a whole, from an average of £56-0 million 
in the fourth quarter of 1948 to £56-4 million in January, the per- 
entage of total imports declined from 31-72 to 30-11. Imports from 
Canada and Newfoundland fell to only 7:56 per cent. of the total, due 
to lower supplies of grain and flour, dairy produce and timber, but 
there were rises in the proportions coming from both the United 
States and the Argentine Republic, mainly because, in the former case, 
of high imports of refined petroleum, cotton and machinery and, in 
the latter, of a heavy consignment of maize. : 

Although the value of exports to the Western Hemisphere rose 
from an average rate for the fourth quarter of £26°4 million to £27-7 
million in January, the proportion going to these areas fell from 17-60 
per cent. to 16:84 per cent., largely owing to the sharp drop from 4-63 
per cent. to 3:58 per cent. for Canada and Newfoundland. The 
proportion to the Argentine Republic showed a further small rise. 
Owing to the slightly larger increase in exports there was a small 
reduction in the adverse balance with the Western Hemisphere, 
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from £29°5 million to £28-7 million, rises for the United States and 
the Argentine Republic being offset by reductions for Canada and 
Newfoundland and other countries in this area. 

Imports from the Sterling Area rose from 35-45 per cent. in the 
period October-December 1948 to 38-89 per cent. of the total in 
January, Australia and New Zealand and the British Colonies account- 
ing for most of the increase from £62°5 million to £72-8 million in 
value. ‘There was a smaller rise in the corresponding export figures 
for this area from 48-11 per cent. to 49-67 per cent., and exports to the 
Colonies represented a lower proportion of the total than in recent 
months. Increases for Australia, India and the Union of South 
Africa were largely responsible for the rise in value from an average 
of £72-3 million in the fourth quarter to £81-6 million in January. 
The fall in the favourable balance with these areas from £9-7 million 
to £8-8 million, in spite of the rise from £8-5 million to £10-0 million 
for South Africa, was mainly the result of the change from a favourable 
figure of £2-°5 million to a small deficit of £0-1 million for the Colonies. 

The proportion of both our import and export trade with European 
countries was a little lower in January than in the previous three 
months and the adverse balance fell from £3-5 million to £1°5 million. 


Distribution of Trade 
















































































Imports (c.i.f.) Total Exports (f.0.b.), including Re-exports 
Percentage of total value £ million Percentage of total value £ million 
Area i 
First Third | Fourth | First Third | Fourth 
Half Quarter Quarter | January | January Half Quarter Quarter January | January 
| 1948 1948 1948 1949 1949 1948 1948 1948 1949 1949 
United States of America eae ret 9-30 9-04 7-86 9-31 17-4 4:40 4:15 4-25 4-20 6-9 
Canada and Newfoundland ide 11-42 10°31 9-78 7-56 14:1 | 4-29 4-62 4:63 3:58 5-9 
Argentine Republic ie 4 is 5-59 5:86 6-37 7:48 14-0 2-55 3°31 4:25 4-59 7-5 
Rest of Western Hemisphere (other than | 
Sterling Arca countries, but includin 
Japan and Philippines) Ms ee 7:67 9-31 7-71 5-76 10:9 | 4-90 3°84 4:47 4-47 7:4 
Union of South Africa say es 1-54 1-59 1-43 1-70 3-2 7-43 7-21 7:34 8-02 13-2 
British Colonies _ ass 12-31 11-40 9-78 10-83 20:3 13-13 13-13 13-19 12-26 20-1 
Rest of Sterling Area... ~— ae 22-44 23-06 24-24 26-36 49-3 27:45 28-40 27-58 29-39 48-3 
European countries (including their over- 
seas possessions, other than those in the 
Western Hemisphere) ... ved or 22-17 23-83 26-59 25-15 47-1 29-01 29-48 28-87 27:77 45-6 
Other countries... as tie ete 7-56 5-60 6-24 5-85 10-9 6-84 5:86 5-42 5:72 9-4 
Total vas se sey és 100-00 100-00 100-00 100-00 187-2 100-00 100-00 100-00 100-00 164-3 
| 
Balance of Trade tui 
million 
| Average monthly rate 
Area | Year Year First Second Third | Fourth January 
1947 | 1948 Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 1949 
1948 | 1948 1948 | 1948 
United States of America —235:8 —113-6 — 12-2 — 82 —100 | — 75 — 10-5 
Canada and Newfoundland —193-2 — 149-4 — 13:8 — 14-2 — 11-5 | — 10:3 — 83 
Argentine Republic mn st aay, oe — 95-6 — 69-0 — 76 — 50 — 56 | — 48 — 65 
Rest of Western Hemisphere (other than | 
Sterling Area countries, but including Japan 
_and Philippines) ay gas ma —100-9 — 93:8 — 37 i 9-8 10-9 | — 6-9 — 3-4 
Union of South Africa ... is Ae nes + 65-9 + 89-5 + 6-2 + 7-7 + 7:4 + 85 + 10-0 
British Colonies ... 0... knee te | | 8D — 21-2 23 | — 59 | 14 | + 265 — O01 
Rest of Sterling Area Sts Ar ae | — 263 | — 22-7 — 36 | — 22 / = ee | — 13 — Il 
European countries (including their overseas | | 
possessions, other than those in the Western | 
Hemisphere) , -+- 19:8 — 136 — J: - O28 | — O82» | — 5 — 15 
Other countries |. | + 128 — 37-9 — 15 | — 67 | —15 | — 29 a 
| ~ -_ 
Total | —s965 | —431-7 — 39-6 | — 44:1 | —341 | — 262 — 22-9 
| | 




















83 





PALL MALL, 


ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE TRANSACTED 


CAR & GENERAL 


INSURANCE 
CORPORATION, 


LONDON, S.W.1 


| Pa 




































(oe se v1 


PLE 4A ALS 












4 Wi 


é 


a/2ta 8 Bi! 








632 


BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


26 March 1949 


More Industrial Controls Relaxed 


FURTHER general relaxation of industrial controls was 
announced by the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold 
Wilson, in the House of Commons on Tuesday. 

The President said that he had recently given special attention to 
quota controls, that was the arrangements which limited, firm by 
firm, the volume of materials they might acquire, or use, or sell. 
So long as there was a serious shortage of any important industrial 
material, it had to be rationed. It was often the case that a trade had 
no common measure by which it might be rationed except that of 
past performance—sometimes going back to pre-war years. Other 
quota systems derived from the need to restrict hard currency pur- 
chases by import licensing. 

All quota arrangements tended to hold back efficient firms and 
sustain the inefficient. It had, therefore, been the Government’s 
policy progressively to do away with quotas wherever the supply 
position permitted. Since last November, 25 materials for use in 
more than 100 industries had been freed from this form of control. 

In giving the list of controls, the President pointed out that some 
of them had already been relaxed. The removal of export licensing 
from cotton piece-goods, the abolition of furniture permits, and the 
relaxations of the control of asphalt, building board, leather, footwear 
repairs, packaging, surgical rubber gloves, willows, photographic 
stills, and silk goods had already been announced. 

The most important items in the new list were paper; most types 
of leather; a number of paint materials ; the industrial uses of cloth, 
formerly rationed; and nearly all types of hardwood. 

About a dozen species of hardwood were still scarce and most of 
them cost us dollars. These species accounted for 10 or 15 per cent. 
of total usage, but they would have to remain subject to licensing. 
Hardwood would continue to pass through Government stocks as 
at present and the Timber Control would exercise discretion in selling 
their stock by paying special attention, in the case of the better grades, 
to the use for which the buyer sought to acquire them. Neither the 
price control of hardwood nor its purchase on Government account 
would be affected. 

The President said that he had also decided on some further relaxa- 
tions of other kinds of control : the most important of these was the 
decontrol of the distribution of matches which would take effect in 
about four months. Some commodities—tanning materials, synthetic 
rubber, rosin, pine oil, turpentine, oak veneers, and building board 
would revert from public to private purchase. 

The amendment of the relevant statutory instruments could not 
all be done at once. The date from which these relaxations would 
take effect would therefore be announced separately. 

The following is the list of relaxations which the President gave :— 


(Items which have already been announced are marked by an asterisk.) 


Part I. 


COMMODITY 


*North American 
(import quotas) 


Removal of Quantitative Restrictions 


Main END-vsE 
Brake linings. 
Car batteries. 
Floor compositions. 
Paint. 
Printing ink. 
Tank linings. 
Tiles. 
Adhesives. 
Glass. 
Leather. 
Pottery. 
Metal and flux. 
Vitreous enamel. 
Food preservation. 
Leather. 
Pharmaceutical. 
Pottery. 
Vitreous enamel. 
Braces. 
Brush-making. 
Building. 
Cement. 
Chemicals. 
Paint 
Refrigeration. 
Rubber. 
Textiles. 


asphalt 


Borax (non-statutory) 


Boric acid (non-statutory) ... 


Brace fittings (non-statutory) 

Indian bristles (import quotas) 

*Building boards een 

Calcium chloride (non 
statutory) 


Hardwood 


CoMMODITY 


ing ration). 


Cotton linters 


Raw cotton ... 


Cotton waste 


(except 
species). 


*Leather :— 


(a) Bottom leather 


Caustic soda (non-statutory) 


*Cloth (hitherto on the cloth- 


Furfural (non-statutory) 


certain 


(b) Upper leather (exclud- 


ing calf 
leather, and 
special types). 


imported 


other 


(c) Upper leather (certain 
descriptions of lower 


grades). 


(d) Raw woolled 


sheep- 


skins (import quotas). 


Main ENp-use 


Chemicals. 

Cotton. 

Paper. 

Rayon. 

Soap. 

Bias binding. 

Baize. 

Bandages. 

Bookbinding. 

Cot blankets. 

Ecclesiastical robes. 

Flags. 

Gloves. 

Headwear. 

Household textiles. 

Industrial cloth. 

Leather goods. 

Protective clothing. 

Rugs. 

Tarpaulins. 

Theatrical scenery. 

Tyres. 

Umbrellas. 

Upholstery. 

Yacht sails, etc. 

Bedding. 

Paper. 

Plastics. 

Rayon. 

Surgical dressings. 

For all purposes other than spinning cotton 
yarn, e.g. :— 
Asbestos. 
Carding. 
Surgical dressings. 
Upholstery. 
Waste spinning. 
Woollen spinning. 

Bedding. 

Blankets. 

Cleaning waste. 

Pile fabric. 

Surgical dressings. 

Towels. 

Woolen spinning. 

Abrasives. 

Oil refining. 

Plastics. 

Agriculture. 

Building. 

Engineering industries. 

Furniture. 

Handicraft. 

Mining industry. 

Motor industry. 

Railways. 

Shipbuilding. 

Sport and games. 


Footwear. 

Footwear repairs. 

Machinery belting. 

Gloves. 

Leather goods (handbags, wallets, sult- 
cases, etc.). 


Footwear and other manufactures of leather 
in which upper leather can be used, €.g.— 
Belts. 
Braces 
Clothing. 
Fancy goods. 
Gloves. 
Harness and saddlery. 
Leather goods (handbags, wallets, sult 
cases, etc.). 
Occupational therapy. 
Sports goods. 
Upholstery. 
Clothing. 
Footwear. 
Rugs. 
(Continued on next pase) 
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COMMODITY | 
(e) Raw goatskins (import 


uotas). i 
(f) Raw hair sheepskins 


(import quotas) 
Oxalic acid (non-statutory)... 


Paper and boardf ... 


Sik bolting cloth ... 


Rennet casein (non-statutory) 
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More Industrial Controls Relaxed—(Continued) 


MAIN END-USE 
Footwear. 


Gloves. 


Bleaching agents. 

Fine chemicals. 

Laundries. 

Leather. 

Plastics. 

Textiles. 

Books. 

Boxes and cartons. 

Diaries. 

General printing and stationery. 
Paper towels. 

Postcards and greeting cards. 
Toilet paper. 

Wrapping paper, and many other uses. 
Buttons. 

Combs. 

Electrical fittings. 

Furniture fittings. 

Knitting pins. 

Pens and pencils. 
Flour-milling. 

Screen printing. 





Earthenware teapots 


"Footwear repairs 


Freon gas ai 
*Utility furniture 


"Gloves (surgical rubber) 
Hairnets and veilings 


Gem diamonds ... 
Matches ... 
"Packaging 
"Photographic stills 
Pine oil 

Xosin ae Ve . 
Silk (hose, piece-goods, 


’ ribbons, sewing thread). 
Stoneware, 





‘Silk yarn Piece-goods. 
Ribbons. 
Sewing thread. 
Titanium dioxide (non- Linoleum. 
statutory). Paint. 
Plastics. 
Printing ink. 
* Textiles. 
Vitreous enamel. 
Riel, vas fas ... Plastics. 
White lead (non-statutory)... Paint. 
Plumbing. 
‘Willows (voluntary distri- Basketmaking. 
bution scheme). 
Woodpulp for cellulose wad- Export of cellulose wadding. 
ding. Rayon filters. 
Sanitary towels. 
Surgical dressings. 

+ Specific licences are still required for newsprint, wallpaper, paper for 
sacks and bags, paper and board of the types used for fibreboard cases and 
double-backed corrugated board, grey felt paper, and insulating cable 
paper. The amount of paper used for newspapers, magazines, news 
bulletins, periodicals, advertising circulars, and football pools is still con- 
trolled by statutory order. 

Part II. Other Relaxations 
CommopITy NATURE OF RELAXATION 
"Imported building boards Change from public to private purchase. 
*Cotton piece-goods Withdrawal of export licensing for non- 
utility cotton piece-goods. 
Raw cotton Revocation of statutory control of consumption 


of raw cotton for spinning cotton yarn. 

Specialist teapot manufacturers may supply 
some plain coloured teapots to the home 
market. 

(a) Revocation of statutory control on the 

setting up of shoe repair businesses. 

(b) Open licences to leather and grindery 
merchants to acquire leather for sale to 
shoe repairers. 

Voluntary control of use has ended. 

Abolition of priority dockets for purchase of 
utility furniture. 

Revocation of statutory control of distribution. 

Revocation of statutory control of supplies to 
the home market. 

Revocation of statutory control over the cut- 
ting, polishing and repair of gem diamonds. 

Revocation of statutory control of distribution 
in four months’ time. 

Certain relaxations in the statutory control of 
containers and packaging. 

Revocation of statutory ban on the display of 
cinematograph stills on sersitized photo- 
graphic materials. 

Changed from public to private purchase. 

Changed from public to private purchase. 

Removal of 50 per cent. export condition, 


For the home market the range of permitted 
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NATURE OF RELAXATION 
sizes has been extended and certain items 
may be made in plain colours. 


COMMODITY 


Synthetic rubber :— 


(a) Butyl Changed from public to private purchase. 
(b) G.R.S. Changed from public to private purchase. 
‘Tanning materials Reversion to private trade. 
Turpentine Changed from public to private purchase. 
Oak veneers Changed from public to private purchase. 
Vermiculite Removal of voluntary control use. 


Coloured or headed blankets to be supplied 


Wool blankets 
for the home market. 


Saving of Staff 

At a press conference following his announcement in the House of 
Commons, the President said that his previous ‘‘ bonfire ’’ of controls 
in November 1948 had resulted in the saving of some 200,000 licences 
and about 50 Board of Trade staff. The new relaxations announced 
now meant an even bigger saving—nearly one million licences and 
permits and about 320 Board of Trade staff, in addition to a consi- 
derable saving in industry itself. 

In the main, the controls now remaining fell into three broad groups 
—firstly, those necessary to ensure production for the Utility schemes, 
secondly, those on materials still in short supply, and thirdly, on 
materials imported from the scarce-currency areas. It was hoped to 
get rid of all the others by the end of 1949. 

The President also announced that he would shortly be reviewing 
all controls in the woollen and worsted industry. Worsted yarn was 
still in short supply and would have to remain controlled. The main- 
tenance of Utility production must also be ensured, but he hoped it 
would be possible to remove some other controls in the wool industry. 

Two of the Orders which have been made by the Board of Trade 
following the President’s announcement are given below. 


Hardwood Timber Relaxations 


HE Board of Trade have made the Control of Timber (No. 51) 

Order, 1949*, and the Imported Hardwood Prices Order, 1949+, 
which come into force on April 1. These Orders implement the 
changes announced by the President in the House of Commons on 
March 22. The first removes the control of acquisition and con- 
sumption of nearly all kinds of imported hardwood, and sawn home- 
grown hardwood. Nine kinds (ash, basswood, Canadian and 
American birch, American cypress, hickory, Honduras mahogany, 
rock maple, American poplar and teak decks), which are still 
scarce or which come from dollar sources, will continue to be licensed 
as at present. “There will, however, be administrative relaxations in 
the licensing of these kinds, wherever possible. 

Softwood (including softwood mining timber), all homegrown logs, 
plywood and veneer will continue to be licensed as at present. 

The Imported Hardwood Prices Order, 1949, provides maximum 
prices for imported hardwood, and supersedes the current Orders : 
the level of prices is unchanged. The making of the extra charge for 
small quantities, which previously was permitted only if the buyer 
had a suitably claused consumption licence, now depends solely on 
the nature of his order. 

Present arrangements for the import of hardwood are not affected 
by these changes. 

* S.I. 1949 No. 496. 

+ S.I. 1949 No. 497. 

Copies of these Orders are obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches, or through any bookseller. 


Silk Bolting Cloth 


THE Control of the disposal of silk bolting cloth is to be removed 
as from April 1, 1949, by The Silk Bolting Cloth (Revocation) Order, 
1949. S.I. 1949 No. 499. Copies are obtainable from H.M. Stationery 
Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches, or through any 
bookseller. 


Interim Retail Prices Index 


AT February 15, 1949, the official index figure, which measures 
changes in the average level of retail prices compared with the level 
at the base date, June 17, 1947 (taken as 100), was 109, the same figure 
as at January 18, 1949, states the Ministry of Labour and National 


Service. 
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Changes in Export Licensing Control 


-PURTHER changes in export licensing control are made by a 

Board of Trade Order amending the Export of Goods (Control) 

(Consolidation) Order, 1948, which comes into operation on April 1, 
1949. 

Among those goods which will not require export licences on and 
from that date are cider, fish of all kinds, crepe rubber and soles 
and heels of crepe rubber, Utility woven blankets and travelling rugs 
containing more than 15 per cent. by weight of wool or animal hair, 
cotton healds and heddles, cotton covered rubber thread, wool tops 
of sheep’s and lambs’ wool, unfinished footwear, cellulose absorbent, 
cellulose wadding, cotton absorbent, dressings, bandages, and 
specified chemicals. 


Details are given below. 


In Group 1, the word ‘‘cider’’ has been added to the list of 
exceptions to the item relating to beverages, and the item “ Fish 
(including shell fish) of kinds used for food, fresh, frozen salted, 
«ured or canned; fish roes and preparations made therefrom, and fish 
livers.’’ has been deleted. 


In Group 8, the items deleted are :— 
“* Rubber sole crepe. 
Soles and heels of crepe rubber.”’ 


In Group 9, under the heading relating to Utility cloth, wearing 
apparel, etc., the following item has been added to the list of 
exceptions :— 

“ Woven blankets containing more than 15 per cent. by weight 
of wool or animal hair.’ : 

the items relating to cables, ropes, cordage and twine, and yarns and 
thread have been deleted and the following substituted :— 

““ Cables, ropes, cordage and twine wholly or mainly of cotton, 
and goods (other than cotton healds and cotton heddles) made 
wholly or mainly of these materials.”’ : 

“Yarns and thread (other than cotton covered rubber yarns 
and thread) wholly or mainly of cotton.”’ : 

the item ‘‘ Wool tops ”’ has been deleted and the following substituted : 
“Wool tops other than tops of sheep’s and lambs’ wool.”’ 


In Group 10, the item ‘‘ Unfinished footwear of all descriptions 
with outer soles wholly or mainly of wood, and shaped parts wholly 
or mainly of wood for incorporation in footwear ’’ has been deleted. 


In Group 12 (1), the following items have been deleted :— 
“* Cellulose absorbent. 
Cellulose wadding and articles manufactured wholly or mainly 
thereof. 
Cotton absorbent. 
Surgical appliances of the following descriptions :— 

Dressings and bandages, other than bandages made partly 
of rubber thread. 

Mesh and other tissues of any width, wholly or mainly 
of cotton of the kind used for surgical gauze or bandages 
but not including tissues made partly of rubber thread. 

Sanitary towels and substitutes therefor.”’ 

In Group 13 (2), all salts of salicylic acid, except sodium salicylate 
have been released from control by an amendment to the headnote, 
paragraph (ii) : the following items have been deleted :— 


“* Acetic anhydride Chloroacetic acid. 


Acetone. D imethylamine. 
Benzaldehyde. Formaldehyde. 
Benzoic acid. Formic acid. 
Benzoyl chloride. Methylamine. 


Benzyl chloride. Oxalic acid.” 


Yarn Production in the Cotton Industry 


PRODUCTION of single yarn in the cotton industry during the week 
ended March 5, was 18-99 mn. Ibs., of which 17-70 mn. Ibs. was 
cotton and cotton waste yarn. 

The Government’s target of 1040 mn. Ibs. for 1949 includes all 
types of yarn, and therefore differs from last year’s target, which was 
based on cotton and cotton waste yarn only. Total production of 
yarn of all types in the 9 weeks ended March 5 was 172-22 mn. lbs. 


Woven Wool Cloths from Italy 


and France 


RRANGEMENTS by which makers-up might be authorized by 

the Board of Trade to make up woven wool cloths from Italy and 
France into Utility garments were announced in last week’s Board of 
Trade Journal. 


The Board of Trade now state that decisions given by 1M24 
Department, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, §W 
during January and February on the appropriate Utility specificatio, 
numbers for imported cloth are no longer valid, and samples shou) 
be re-submitted with the additional information required regarding 
price. 


Cloths purchased prior to March 14 may be regarded as being 
governed by the terms of the 1948 agreement, i.e., they can be con. 
sidered for use in the manufacture of Utility clothing without any 
reference to the price paid for the cloth. 


Gift Pareels from Abroad 


THE concession relating to gift parcels from abroad has bee 
amended as follows :— 


Gifts addressed from abroad to individuals in this country will be 
allowed to be imported without the necessity for an import licence 
provided they satisfy all the following conditions :— 


' they must be bona fide unsolicited gifts and must not be imported 
as merchandise or for sale or for commercial or professional use: 
they must be clearly marked as gifts; 
the weight must not exceed 22 lbs. gross, whether the gifts ar 
sent by post or otherwise. 


The 22 Ibs. limit applies to importation into this country. There are 
regulations fixing other weight limits on postal parcels exported from 
certain countries. In some countries, for example, there is a gener 
po stal limitation of 11 Ibs. 


The concession does not apply to arms and ammunition, plumage, 
dangerous drugs or other articles which were subject to speci 
prohibitions or restriction by virtue of legislation passed befor 
September, 1939, nor does it relieve gifts from liability to any appr 
priate Customs duty and/or Purchase Tax on arrival in this country. 


For the present, however, gift food parcels and gift parcels contain- 
ing no goods other than discarded apparel, medical supplies and soap, 
will be admitted without Customs charge, provided that in addition 
to complying with the above conditions the Commissioners of H.M. 
Customs and Excise are satisfied that the apparel is discarded. 


Gift parcels which do not comply with the above conditions ar 
in the absence of a valid import licence, deemed to be prohibited 
goods and are liable to forfeiture under the Customs Acts. 


Raw Cotton Selling Prices 


THE Raw Cotton Commission announces that as from the openint 
of business on Monday, March 21, 1949, its raw cotton selling 
prices were adjusted as follows :— 


American (AM) mr < 
Brazilian—Sao Paulo—(BS) ... * 
North Brazilian—Serido—(NB) reduced 200 ,, » 
West African (WA) ... Bee ... increased 25 ,, » 
East African (EA) ie ot oe = 2 » = 
East African—BP 52 (BP) reduced 100 ,, » 
Argentine (AR) increased 25 , 


increased 25 points per|b. 


Russian (GE) ... ae ae bs ge 25 Sy ae 
East Indian (IS) ne Res a me 25. . se 
East Indian (IL) or = Sas me 2. + 
Sundry American (OT) os Se es 23 » @ 
Peruvian—Tanguis—(PT) a 2) we 


Sudan—Zeidab—(HO) s,s. 2 
Copies of the new price lists may be obtained from the offices of the 


- Commission in Liverpool and Manchester. 
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Changes in Leather Licensing 


QLLOWING the removal of some controls affecting the leather 
industry, announced by the President of the Board of Trade, 
\r, Harold Wilson, and published on page 571 of last week’s Board 
of Trade Journal, an Order* has been made by the Board of Trade 
which comes into operation on April 1, and revokes the Control of 
[eather Orders Nos. 3 and 4, which controlled the acquisition, 
disposal, use and consumption of bottom leather. As from that date, 
bottom leather, i.e., leather capable of being used for the soles of 
footwear, will accordingly be entirely freed from control and existing 
ficences (C.S., D.S., Q.S., and J.S.) which expire on March 31 will 
not need to be renewed. 

The Order also revokes and replaces with amended provisions the 
Control of Leather Orders Nos. 2 and 5 which controlled the 
acquisition, disposal, use and consumption of upper leather, i.e., 
lather capable of being used for the uppers of footwear. The term 
“upper leather > does not appear in the new Order and the leather 
which still remains subject to control (called ‘‘ controlled leather ’’) 
isnow defined as dressed leather of a substance less than 3 millimetres, 
not being :— 

dressed skivers 

chamois or doeskin 

fishskin leather 

dressed woolled sheep or lamb skins. 
Alicence will be required to acquire and to treat, use and consume 
such controlled leather. 


The Order also frees from control dressed sheepskin leather, 
dressed hide flesh splits and leather pieces when sold up to certain 
maximum prices by a manufacturer or a distributor. The maximum 
prices at which this leather may be sold free of licence are as follows :— 





| When sold by 




















| a manufacturer a distributor 
Description 
| (On a sale other- | (On a sale 
| wise than by | by retail) 
| retail) 
| nee by sq. ft. 
Dress sheepskin leather | 24 - 38 , 40 
Dressed hide flesh splits 20 24 36 
| pence per lb. 
Leather pieces sae me] 30 30 45 


| _ 





Factors and merchants, footwear and clog manufacturers, upper 
makers and traders, manufacturers of leather goods, gloves, clothing, 
belts and braces, harness and saddles, surgical appliances, etc., and 
upholsterers, book binders, who have been licensed in the past will 
still require licences provided they use ‘‘ controlled leather.’’ On the 
other hand, disabled persons, educational authorities, hospitals, and 
persons engaged on occupational therapy who have received licences 
or authorization to acquire limited quantities of sheepskin leather in 
the past will now be able to get such leather up to the maximum 
price stated above without any licence formalities. 


Firms holding licences under the Control of Leather (Nos. 2 and 5) 
Orders which were valid to March 31 will receive either a new licence 
for the second quarter 1949 or a letter indicating that their require- 
ments should henceforth be met out of supplies which are now free of 
licence. In either case the firm should complete the return on the 
reverse side of their old licence and send it back to the Control in 
the normal way. 


Firms holding licences under the old Orders with an expiry date 
after March 31 must return their old licence without making the 
feturn on the reverse side and they will receive a new licence in 
exchange. This new licence will be valid to the original date of expiry 
of the old licence and on its expiry they should make a single return 
for the full three months’ period, part of which was covered by the 
old, and part by the new licence. 

Under the old Orders, provision was made in the licensing arrange- 
ments for persons whose usage of ‘“‘ upper leather” did not exceed 
— 
ray The Control of Leather Order, 1949 (S.I. 1949 No. 481, price Id., 
+ Post 2d.) Copies are obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 
ondon, W.C.2, and branches , or through any bookseller or newsagent. 
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250 sq. ft. per quarter to purchase such leather from their regular 
suppliers up to an amount not exceeding their purchases in a standard 
period and their suppliers were provided with a DU or RT licence 
in order that they could do this. Under the new Order, siriilar 
provision is made and firms who were previously holders of DU or 
RT licences allowing them to supply leather of a description which 
still remains controlled, may apply for a licence authorizing them to 
sell controlled leather to non-licence holders who purchased such 
leather from them in 1948. 


Any firm wishing to acquire controlled leather for export will 
require a licence to do so, although the actual export of the leather 
after its acquisition is not subject to licence. 


All enquiries relating to this announcement should be addressed 
to the Leather Control, Licensing Department (First Floor), 113 High 
Street, Bedford. 


Import Quotas 


The quota schemes under which raw goat, woolled sheep and 
lamb and hair sheep skins are imported will cease as at March 31. 


The Board of Trade point out, however, that economy in the 
expenditure of overseas currencies on these materials is still necessary, 
and for this reason the Leather Control will continue to scrutinize the 
quantities imported and the prices paid. Moreover, in the case of 
imports of certain grades and types of material, conditions as to 
re-export of the finished product may still be imposed. The restric- 
tions governing the export and re-export of the raw skins in unpro- 
cessed condition will continue as before. 


Individual import licences will continue to be required for all 
sources although applications for such licences will be entertained 
from any person who wishes to tan or dress these raw materials. 


For raw goatskins, import licence applications should be submitted 
to the Goatskin Import Pool as at present, or to the Leather Control, 
Empire House, St. Martins-le-Grand, London, E.C.1. 


For hair sheepskins, applications may be sent to the Federation of 
Curriers, 9 St. Thomas Street, London, S.E.1, or to the Leather 
Control. 

For woolled sheep and lambskins, application should be sent to the 
Leather Control. 

All applications should be made on Form ILD/A, obtainable from 
the Import Licensing Department, 189 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


Restrictions on Display Lighting 
Relaxed 


REMovaAL of the restrictions on the use of electricity for shop 
window, advertisement and display lighting outside peak hours 
for a period from April 2 to October 2, owing to the improvement in 
the coal situation, was announced by the Minister of Fuel and Power, 
Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, in the House of Commons on March 18. 


It had been agreed with the British Electricity Authority that the 
extra coal to be used in consequence by the Power Stations should 
be of inferior quality and mainly take the form of ‘‘ untreated smalls,”’ 
Mr. Gaitskell said. This type of coal, which was the one most 
commonly used at present in generating electricity, had been available 
for domestic consumers “‘ off the ration ’’ for some time; and he was 
assured by the National Coal Board that the additional supplies 
required could now be provided without endangering the export 
programme. Since shop window advertisement and display lighting 
was most unlikely to increase the risk of load shedding during the 
summer months, there would be no restrictions at all on the use of 
electricity for these purposes from April 2 to October 2. From then 
on, however, and throughout next winter, in view of the continued 
danger of load shedding, it would be prohibited on week days from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

He had also decided after consulting the Minister of Transport 
that street lighting should no longer be limited to 75 per cent. of the 
pre-war standard. There might, however, be some cases where the 
public lighting authorities were not able to increase the standard of 
street lighting at once, partly because the equipment needed repair 
and replacement and partly because where streets were lit by gas, 
local conditions might make it difficult for the gas undertakings to 
meet the additional load. 
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Survey of Paper Production and Supplies in 1948 


MPROVED production of paper and board in the United Kingdom since before the war—75 per cent. of pre-war. In consequence 

in August and September was more than maintained in October paper production in November, at 72 per cent. of pre-war re 

and November. In spite of a setback owing to the Xmas holidays highest since paper was controlled. : , 
production in this quarter was well above that in the preceding Production of board reached its peak, 15 per cent. above pre Yor 


quarters of 1948. Production for July to September was reviewed in October, and the record output of board in the last quarter “iy i. 

in the Board of Trade Journal for December 4, 1948 (page 1077). the figures for the year above the pre-war annual output fo; . ( 
The expected increase in the output of newsprint materialized, first time. a 

and production in November, at 47 per cent. of pre-war, was the The figures in Tables I and II below give weekly average Production _— 


highest since before the war. Most types of paper shared in the (in tons) of various types of paper and board, together with Percentages M1946 
improvement. _For example, production of other printing and of pre-war weekly average production, for the months October to B 147t 
writing papers in November also reached the highest level recorded December. 
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Table I. Production of Paper ae 
Weekly averages, together with percentages of pre-war average weekly production : The! 
a e 
| Printi d Writi Packi WwW i | | though 
| rinting an riting acking and Wrapping 7 | striking 
Greaseproof, Other | yi 
Glazed Tissue Paper Packing Other | Total and ex 
Month | Newsprint Other Transparent |— [one and Sorts Paper parative 
and Vegetable Cigarette Other Wrapping | esparto 
Parchment , Papers were V 
{ { | | —— wood-p 
Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons Per cent.| Tons | Percent, § has ma 
(1) (2 (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) | (11) (12) | (13) (14) | (15) (16) | (17) and co 
October* os STAD 46 10,374 | 73 | 435 90 121 113 | «472 | 242 7,098 | 100 1,842 | 103 27,461 70 apr 
November... | _ 7,199 47 10,644 | 75; 521 107 123 115 | 475 | 244 7,274 | 102 1,983 111 28,219 72 
December 5,898 | 38 9,743 | 68 | 447 92 127 | 119 | 470 | 241 | 6,505 | 92 1,806 | 101 | 24,096 64 
| 
Table II. Production of Board _ 
Weekly averages, together with percentages of pre-war average weekly production Yea 
eetees> = aor : im eer 
Boards for Boot and Shoe | Grey Felt Paper | Building Other Total 
} Packaging Soard for Roofing Boards Sorts Board —_— 
Month | | | HT = —_—_——— = ee ene Sie 193! 
| Tons Per cent. | Tons | Per cent. | Tons | Per cent. | Tons Per cent. | Tons Percent. | Tons | Per cent. 104 
(1) | @) (3) | a) | 6 | «© | @ | @) (9) | 0) fy |) |) 1m 
October* —... | 10,257 | 110 217, | $83 | 1,037 | 146 | 712 | 125 | 682 | 184 | 12,905 | 115 
November | 10,169 109 25 | 90 +'| 1,036 | 4146 | 694 | 122 580 =| «(157 | 12,714 | 113 rs 
December | 8,926 95 | 201 | vy <|' em | ms 618 ws | SI | 138 11,079 | 98 + AC 
| | | | | | 
, * Average of 5-week period. The figures relating to other months are averages of 4-week periods. ‘toner thee in Tab 


Tables III below and IV on the next page compare weekly cigarette tissue, which showed a further decline in 1948, the and e3 
average production in 1948 with that in 1947, 1946 and pre-war. other categories of paper were all produced at a higher rate than in 
Total paper production, unchanged from 1946 to 1947, showed a_ the two preceding years. ‘Total board production was in 1948, 
small but marked improvement in 1948. The low level of news- for the first time since the war, above the level recorded before the 
print production in the first half of the year was more than war, and all the main categories of board shared in this improvement. 
compensated by the spurt after July. With the exception of 


Table III. Production of Paper ian 


Weekly averages, together with percentages of pre-war average weekly production 


















































! 
| Printing and Writing | Packing and Wrapping 
IN EE, DS a ee eS Le ey Hae ee | 
| | | Greaseproof, | Other | | — 
; | Glazed Tissue Paper Packing | Other Total Pre-v 
Year | Newsprint | Other | Transparent |———— and Sorts Paper year 
| | | and Vegetable Cigarette Other | Wrapping | 1946 
Parchment Papers | 1947; 
= TS es (CO PSR RE: NET FO a Nae are EE 1048 
Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent.| Tons | Per cent. “a 
(1) 1 (2 | @) | @ | ©) | @ | @ | (8) | (9) | (oy | (uy | (42) | 3) | dy | 5) | a6) | “ 
atest 2a a a i ee haan | ae eee res | | | eee 
o- ge ieee 
Pre-war year* |15,400 | 100 {14,250 | 100 | 485 | 100 | 107 | 10 | 195 | 100 |7,100| 100 | 1,790} 100  |39,327 | 100 
| | | | | | | 
1946... ... | 5,669 | 37 | 8,933 | 63 | 441 91 | 139 | 130 | 465 | 238 | 6,239 | 88 1,493 | 83 23,379 | 59 Ph 
1o7f ... --. | 4,860) 32 | 9,357] 66 | 401 83 | 126 | 8 | 417 | 214 | 6282) 88 | L644 | 92 |23,087 | 58 om 
1948 | 5164) 34 | 9,723 | 68 | 445 | 92 116 | 108 48i | 247 | 6,747 | 95 1,818 | 102 24,404 | 62 ser 
} ! 1 ! | a 
* Estimated. ia imp 
t Adjusted to the equivalent of a 52-week year. _— 
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Table IV. Production of Board 
Weekly averages, together with percentages of pre-war average weekly production 

PAL 

Boards for Boot and Shoe Grey Felt Paper Building Other Total 

Packaging Board for Rooting Boards Sorts Board 

sual Tons Per cent. Tons Per cent. Tons Per cent. Tons Per cent. Tons Per cent. Tons Per cent. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) 

ae yenr* 9,350 100 260 100 710 100 570 100 370 100 11,260 | 100 
106... 7,999 86 250 96 689 97 532 93 534 144 10,004 89 
MTT 7,558 81 227 87 704 99 534 94 622 168 9,645 86 
1MS 9,021 96 228 88 897 126 637 112 592 160 11,375 101 









































* Computed on the basis of returns made for licensing purposes. 
t Averages of 53 weeks. 


The fact that production of paper and board improved as it did, al- 
though wood-pulp consumption rose by less than 1 per cent., affords 
striking testimony of the important role of waste paper recovery. Con- 
sumption of waste paper in 1948 was 20 per cent. greater than in 1947, 
and exceeded pre-war consumption by over 90 thousand tons. Com- 
parative figures of consumption and stocks of waste paper, wood-pulp, 
esparto grass and straw are given in Table V. Waste paper stocks 
were well maintained, whilst the considerable improvement in 
wood-pulp stocks over the dangerously low levels of preceding years 
has made possible the relaxations in paper and board consumption 
and control recently announced. ‘Table V also brings out another 
important factor which has helped to improve paper and board 


supplies in 1948, the increased use of esparto grass, which has more 
than offset the decline in the use of straw. Considerable quantities 
of esparto were used before the war for the production of fine writing 
papers, which were exported to many overseas markets. During the 
war supplies of this grass, which come almost entirely from North 
Africa, were cut off and the esparto mills began to use straw as a 
substitute. With esparto once more becoming available, the use of 
straw has declined. It is interesting to note, however, that while the 
use of straw for paper has fallen from some 300 thousand tons a 
year during the war to about 100 thousand tons in 1948, consumption 
of straw for board production has increased from about 30 thousand 
tons a year during the war to over 60 thousand tons in 1948. 


Table VY. Consumption and Stocks of Wood-pulp, Waste Paper, Esparto and Straw 


Thousand Tons 






































7 Wood-pulp for Paper-making Waste Paper Esparto Grass Straw for Paper-making 
ear 
Stocks at end of Stocks at end of Stocks at end of Stocks at end of 
Consumption year Consumption year Consumption year Consumption year 
1939* 1,515 410 666 65 259 27 — —_ 
1946 889 185 624 70 92 11 294 5 
1947 817 136 634 72 252 9 187 9 
1948 822 323 757 83 334 12 168 8 
* Estimated. 


t Adjusted to the equivalent of a 52-week year. 


Table VI brings together figures of production, retained imports 


less than half of pre-war, the most pronounced reduction, as compared 
































and exports. Imports showed little change from 1947 and are still with 1938, being in newsprint. Exports generally improved. 
Table VI. Production of Paper and Board 
Together with Exports and Retained Imports of Paper, Board and Manufactures of Paper and Board 
(including Coated Paper and Board) Themed Tens 
Production Retained Imports* Exports* 
Mftrs. Mftrs. 
All other All other | of Paper All other | of Paper 
Newsprint; Paper | Boards | Total [Newsprint] Paper |and Board) Boards | Total |Newsprint) Paper |and Board) Boards | Total 
Pre-war 
year .., 801 1,244 586 2,631 446 238 75 310 1,069 56 bt 42 14 176 
1946... 295 921 519 1,735 104 80 9 132 325 15 40 47 6 108 
1947f ... 252 948 601 1,701 122 122 21 231 496 3 55 41 6 105 
148... 269 1,005 691 1,865 126 126 25 220 497 20 61 41 uj 129 


























* The pre-war figures of Exports and Retained Imports are for the year 1938. 


t The 1947 production figures have been adjusted to the equivalent of a 52-week year. 


The quantities of newsprint, other paper and board available for 
ome consumption in 1948 are given in Table VII, overleaf and a com- 
parison of these with the corresponding figures for 1938 shows how far 
we have still to go to get back to pre-war conditions of supply. Since 
imports of newsprint were limited to 28 per cent. of pre-war, and home 
was only 34 per cent., home supplies of newsprint were 





still less than a third of pre-war supplies. Home production of other 
paper in 1948 reached 80 per cent. of pre-war, and since imports 
were 53 per cent. of pre-war, the net effect was to bring 1948 home 
supplies up to three-quarters of pre-war. Home board production 
pre-war production for the first time, so that although 
(Continued on next page) 
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Paper Production in 1948—(Continued) 


imports fell to 70 per cent. of pre-war, supplies of board available 
for home consumption were only 9 per cent. short of the figure for 
supplies available before the war. 


Table VII. Newsprint, Other Paper and Board 
available for Home Consumption 
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Newsprint All Other Paper Board 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
Year Thous. of Thous. of Thous. of 
tons | Pre-war| tons | pre-war| tons pre-war 
Pre-war 1,191 100 1,418 100 882 100 
1946... 385 32 961 68 645 73 
1947... 371 31 1,015 72 726 82 
1948... 375 31 1,070 75 804 91 























With the improvement which has taken place in supplies of paper 
and paper board from non-dollar sources, it has been possible to 
considerably modify the control] over distribution and use. From 
March 6, licence applications are in general no longer necessary in 
respect of individual requirements, but bulk licences are being 
granted to the paper mills and importers authorizing them to deliver 
the total supplies which are available. ‘This does not apply to news- 
print, wallpaper, insulating cable paper, grey felt paper, paper for 
bags, paper and board used for fibreboard cases or double backed 
corrugated board, plasterboard liners and paper sacks. For these 
items licensing procedure is unchanged because supplies are still 
short and must be shared fairly. In addition, restrictions on the 
amount of paper which may be used for newspapers, periodicals, 
advertising circulars and football pools continue to be imposed by 
certain Paper Control Orders. Price controls remain unaffected. 


The raw material supply position does not enable complete freedom 
of distribution to be introduced and the need to maintain waste paper 
salvage at as high a level as possible remains. The procedure and 
practice in respect of licences to acquire and use raw materials for 
paper production and of licences to import paper and board remain 
unchanged, except in the case of building boards, where imports 
are no longer to be effected by Paper Control, but will be allowed on 
private account subject to certain conditions. As from the beginning 
of the year it has been possible to make certain reductions in the selling 
prices of wood-pulp and this, together with the reduction in mill 
overheads consequent upon increased paper production, has enabled 
some reduction to take places in the prices of most descriptions of 
paper. It is hoped that this downward tendency may continue. 


Sale of Government Surplus 
Furniture and Office Equipment 


POMESTIC and office furniture, canteen equipment and kitchen 

utensils will be offered for sale at the next public auction of 
Government surplus furniture, etc., on Tuesday, April 12, at 175 
North Circular Road, Neasden, London, N.W.10. 


Articles are grouped in small lots, suitable for individual purchase. 
The sale, on behalf of the Ministry of Works, starts at 11 a.m. 


Viewing day is Monday, April 11, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
at the sale rooms. Catalogues (price 3d.) can be obtained there or 
from the auctioneers, Messrs. John Sulley & Sons, 83 Cannon Street, 
London, E.C.4. 


British First-Feature Film Quotas Reduced 


AFTER considering the advice of the Cinematograph Films Council, 
the Board of Trade have made an Order—The Cinematograph 
Films (Quotas) Amendment Order, 1949—reducing from 45 per cent. 
to 40 per cent. the quota of British first-feature films which exhibitors 
must show under the Cinematograph Films Act, 1948. The Order, 
which now requires the approval of each House of Parliament, will 
come into force on October 1, 1949. 


For films shown in the “supporting programme,’’ the quota 
remains unchanged—i.e., at 25 per cent. 


26 March 1949 


Good Prospects for Pottery Expor, 


ISITING Stoke-on-Trent on the occasion of the Council of 

Industrial Design’s Exhibition “‘ Design Fair,”’ the President of the 
Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, spoke at a civic luncheo 
at the Town Hall on Wednesday, March 16. 

He recalled that when he visited Stoke almost exactly a year ago 
to open their Production Drive he called for a 15 per cent. increas, 
in production, as compared with last quarter of 1947, to be achieved 
by end of June. While this increase was not achieved by the target 
date, production by the end of 1948 had risen to a point 12 per cen, 
by value and 19 per cent. by volume above the last quarter of 1947 
Again, although the very high export target of over £1,300,000 
month had not been reached, the industry reached an all-time recor 
of £1,200,000 in January. It was now facing a challenge in jy 
programme of £1,400,000 for the end of 1949. 


Niven 


New Building Programme 


The industry’s increase in production had been greatly helped by 
the building work which had taken place since the war, the Presiden: 
continued. At the end of the war 84 per cent. of pottery buildings 
were at least 50 years old and many a great deal older. There was now 
one large modern factory in production which was started just before 
the war, and about £1,000,000 worth of rebuilding and extensions had 
been completed since the end of the war. Building was now going 
on in the industry at the rate of at least £600,000 worth a year and new 
schemes were expected to come forward in 1949, amounting to about 
£750,000, of which some two-thirds of the work would be in North 
Staffordshire. Additional building work amounting to about 
£560,000 was still required for sanitary ware and glazed tiles in the 
Stoke-on-Trent area. 

The main feature in the re-equipment programme had been the 
installation of about 100 continuous ovens in place of the old inter. 
mittent types. Most of these used town gas, and the industry had 
been magnificently served by the City of Stoke’s Gas Department 
which had more than doubled its output of gas since 1945 and was 
still able to supply it at a cheap rate. 

The Government Departments concerned had taken energetic 
steps with the industry to deal with the litho bottleneck, and that 
had greatly improved. But the manpower position was still extremely 
serious. Although the total manpower in the pottery industry wa 
now above pre-war, shortages of specialists, especially decorator, 
remained serious. ‘There was no more urgent national need than for 
decorators to come back into the industry. It had been estimated 
that each new decorator would add some £1,000 in a year to our 
earnings in overseas currency. 

The position on the home market was considerably better than a 
year ago. In the last quarter of 1948, 74 million pieces were supplied 
to the home market compared with 64 million pieces in the last 
quarter of 1947. The percentage of retailers without stocks of 
drinking vessels at the end of February 1949 was 31 per cent. compared 
with 74 per cent. at the same time the previous year. Even sauces 
had improved as there were now 75 per cent. of retailers out 0 
stock of these compared with 96 per cent. a year ago. 

In 1948 out of a total production of £22-7 million, £11-9 million 
was made for export, and £11-6 million actually sold abroad. {+# 
million was sold in the two key North American markets, United 
States and Canada, and a further £1-4 million in Argentina and 
South Africa. 

Total exports were about two-thirds greater by weight and neatly 
five times as great by value as in 1938. 


Import Licences in New Zealand 


The President announced that as a result of our representations 
the New Zealand Government had now agreed to the issue of import 
licences to a value equal to 100 per cent. of 1948 imports from the 
United Kingdom. 

No one, least of all members of an industry which for two centutits 
had led the world in design, craftsmanship and quality, would fall 
to agree with the paramount importance of design in our overse 
effort. We were now moving into a buyers’ market for many of ou 
exports. One of the main purposes of the Design Weeks must be 
enable the Council and the Board of Trade to gain knowledge at is 
hand of the design problems and achievements of particular industni# 
as well as to bring to each of the great industrial centres evidence“ 
the work achieved in other branches of industry. 
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Production of Utility Goods in 1948 


eac 


GURES of the physical output and value of utility production for 
i h of the classes of goods for which such schemes applied for the 


year 1948, and the proportion that these figures represent of total 
home consumption in each instance were given by the President of 
the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, in the House of Commons 


on March 16. 


The information is set out below. Where figures for the calendar 
year are not available, those for the nearest twelve months are given. 
Utility goods exported have been excluded throughout. 


In most cases consumption for Government uses is not readily 
wvailable in a comparable form, and consequently the percentages are 
given throughout as percentages of home consumption for civilian 


use only. 





———— 


Utility production in the 
United Kingdom in 1948 


Column (1) as a per- 

centage of total sup- 

plies for home civilian 
consumption (a) 














(1) (2) 
Deliveries 
Woven cloth for clothing : ’000,000 sq. vds. 
(Cotton and linen 256-5 72 
Rayon and nylon 150-1 71 
Wool ... “ De 161-8 72 
Fumishing fabrics (5) : 
Non-wool : ~ 81-6 59 
Wood ... “os 3-9 40 
Household textiles : Millions 
(Principal types) 
Towels ... ate 22-1 80 
Sheets 7:5 89 
Pillowcases ‘ ae 9-9 72 
Blankets (including cot 
blankets) : 
Cotton 6-4 86 
Wool... 5-1 96 
000,000 sq. yds 
Ticking ... 175 78 
Production 
*000,000 prs. 
Footwear (other than rub- 
ber footwear) ... 84-6 62 
Sales by value 
£'000.000 
Hosiery (c) 73°5 90 
Production 
°000,000 garments 
Corsets and brassieres (d) 22-3 87 
Sales 
°000,000 prs. 
Braces 8-7 79 
Sales 
Quantity Value 
’000,000 prs. | £°000,000 
Gloves (¢) ... 13-8 7-3 78 
(by quantity) 
000 garments 
Fur garments and trim- 
mings ... 214-6 3-2 55 
(by value) 
: ’000 articles £000 
Cigarette lighters... 235-1 18-4 10 
(by quantity) 
Millions 
Pencils (f ) 112-7 540 100 





(estimated) 








The estimated value of utility furniture production in 1948 was £60 million 
(at manufacturers’ prices), to which may be added slightly over £1 million worth 


of utility school furniture). 


(a) Total supplies are adjusted to allow for imports where these are significant. 

(b) Deliveries for transport organizations, hospitals and other institutions, 
Which are all non-utility, are excluded for non-wool furnishing fabrics 
but included for wool. 

(¢) Includes outerwear, underwear, socks and stockings, and garments 
made-up from knitted fabric in the hosiery industry. 

(@) Surgical corsets, belts and brassieres have been excluded. 

(t) Excluding knitted gloves, and industrial and sports gloves. 

(f) Including “ war drawing ” pencils as utility. 


() Great Britain only. 














| Column (1) as a per- 
Utility production in the | centage of total sup- 
United Kingdom in 1948 | plies for home civilian 
| | consumption (a) 
| (1) | (2) 
Production 
Bedding : *000 articles 
Mattresses ae ie 2,375 | 81 
Bolsters... ee a 230 | 90 
.. ae 1,554 | 84 
Quilts ... van cod 764 | 69 
Furniture (9) : 
(principal items) °000 articles 
Wardrobes ___... a 485 ) 
Dressing chests, dress- 
ing tables and tall- 
boys ... aaa aes 896 
Bedsteads (metal and 
wood) wie ses 996 
Chairs (dining and kit- 
chen eae sea 2,330 
Sideboards me a. 344 
Dining tables ... sad 458 
Kitchen cabinets A 99 > Not available. 
Kitchen tables Bae 67 
Sets of shelves 4 62 
Nursery furniture... 508 
3-piece suites : 
Easy chairs ... Sa 747 
Settees a are 310 
Fireside and easy chairs 971 
Bed chairs, bed settees 
and divans ... aaa 215 
Woven fibre chairs... 346 J 











Iron and Steel Exhibitions 


JRON and steel exhibitions in steel-producing areas throughout 

the country, arranged by the British Iron and Steel Federation, 
Steel House, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1, will be the central 
feature of an educational and training drive in the industry. Eight 
big industrial centres are to have the exhibitions, namely, Middles- 
brough, Sheffield, Manchester, Scunthorpe, Glasgow, Bilston, 
Cardiff and Swansea. The first exhibition is being held at Middles- 
brough and will be followed by Sheffield early in April. 


Schools in every part of the country and educational experts are 
being invited to the exhibitions, each of which will last for approxi- 
mately a week. 


A central committee has prepared a training scheme for young 
workers up to the age of 21 years, and this will be operated by an area 
organization covering the whole country, which has been set up for 
that purpose. 


The scheme provides for all young people entering the industry. 
Its main purpose is to ensure introductory training to bridge the gap 
between school and industry, the provision of skilled instruction in 
each task youngsters perform within the works and, as far as 
possible, release for one day a week for vocational and non-vocational 
training by local education authorities. 


Rubber Study Group Meeting 


THE sixth meeting of the Rubber Study Group is to open on Monday 
next at Church House, Westminster, London, S.W.1. 


The United Kingdom delegation to the Rubber Study Group is 
made up of :— 


R. D. Fennelly ... ... Leader of the delegation. 
G. E. Behorrell ... ot 
Sir Waldrond Sinclair ... 
J. C. Bennett 

E. M. Bradley eas 


> Representing the rubber industry and trade. 
T. H. Hodgson J 


A. E. Lee ae AS 
J. A. E. Smart ... oc Representing the Board of Trade. 
S. W. T. Michelmore ... 








Work on Air Gauging 
of Textiles 


JNVESTIGATIONS recently carried out by the National Physical 

Laboratory are expected to lead to improvements in the quality 
of British textiles. A pneumatic method has been developed for 
measuring variations in the fibrous strands of textile materials before 
spinning which will mean that yarn delivered to the looms for weaving 
is more uniform. 


In textile manufacture, thick continuous strands are produced from 
natural and artificial fibres after treatment by the carding machine. 
These strands are then submitted to a series of reducing operations, 
during which they are variously known as slivers, slubbings or rovings, 
and are finally spun into yarn. The ideal product from these operations 
would be one in which the cross-sectional area, or the weight per unit 
length, was constant, but the natural tendency is for variations to 
occur because of the discontinuous nature of the fibres. Certain 
defects in cloths such as unevenness in texture and thickness are 
caused by these variations. 


Methods of continuously indicating and giving warnings of such 
variations during yarn production are, therefore, of great interest to 
the textile industries and their Research Associations. Though not 
original in this connection, a suggestion to use air gauging for solving 
this problem was made by the Metrology Division, National Physical 
Laboratory, and experiments have shown that the method has great 
promise. 


The basic principle of air gauging is to observe the pressure varia- 
tions resulting from changes in resistance to the escape of compressed 
air from a nozzle, the delivery from the nozzle being controlled by 
some dimension of the object being measured. The apparatus 
devised for measuring textile slivers consists of a small chamber with 
two nozzles, one in line with the other in opposite walls of the 
chamber. A constriction in the pipe which connects the compressed 
air supply to this chamber regulates the flow of air. When a sliver is 
drawn through the two measuring nozzles, changes in the cross- 
sectional area of the sliver produce variations in the escape of air to the 
atmosphere. This varies the pressure of the air in the chamber and 
causes fluctuations in the readings of a manometer or other pressure- 
measuring instrument attached to the apparatus. 


The apparatus is calibrated with a suitable range of known samples 
having the same average qualities as the material to be measured. It 
is then possible to see whether the sliver being tested falls outside or 
inside the desired limits of tolerance for cross-sectional area (or weight 
per unit length). 


The pressure readings are obtained from the rise and fall of the 
water column in the manometer. Owing to the relatively high inertia 
of the water column, indications of sudden changes in a material 
moving quickly through the nozzles are liable to be missed. Because 
of this, the Control Mechanisms Section of the National Physical 
Laboratory is developing methods of amplifying the small but rapid 
changes of pressure which occur during gauging. ‘The aim is to pro- 
duce equipment which will not only record, but give automatic 
warning of undesirable changes in cross-sectional area of the slivers 
during actual production. 


Surface Film Stripping of Metal 


The invisible protective film on polished stainless steel, which has 
a thickness of about one two thousandth of a cigarette paper, has been 
removed for examination. It is part of work on film stripping now 
being developed at the Chemical Research Laboratory Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research. 


The work is of particular value to the production of improved 
industrial finishes. Knowledge of the physical and chemical state of 
the surface layers of a metal is important because the application of 
finishes depends intimately on the condition of the metal surface 
immediately before the final treatment. 


An exhibit showing apparatus for film-stripping developed at the 
Chemical Research Laboratory and electron-diffraction diagrams 
made by the Metallurgy Division, National Physical Laboratory, 
will be on view at the D.S.I.R. stand at the Physical Society Exhibition, 
Imperial College of Science and Technology, London, from April 5-8. 
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Increase in Exports of Washing 
Machines 


BRITAIN'S 1948 electric washing machine exports were more 
than 107 times the value of 1938 exports—£1,132,240 compan 
with £10,500 worth. 

This increase is not only an important contribution to the Nation's 
recovery, but it establishes an industry—consisting of 16 fim, 
which scarcely existed pre-war, states the Ministry of Supply, 

Pre-war and post-war export value figures issued by the Ministry of 


Supply are :— 
Year Export Value (Approx.) 
1938 10,500. 
1947 383,184 (36 times the 1938 figure), 
1948 1,132,240 (3 times the 1947 and 107 time 


the 1938 figure.) 

The 1947 export value was nearly £100,000 more than that of 
total 1938 production, and that for 1948 was nearly four times 4 
great as 1938 production. 

Small British machines for the housewife, and larger ones for; 
variety of uses, are being made in increasing numbers. Larger typ 
have proved popular abroad for “‘ Laundryettes,’”’ small laundries 
undertaking only a “‘ wet wash,” and for factories where employes 
may have their laundry done for them while they work. 

One firm last year exported nearly 58,000 machines to 25 countries 
including hard currency countries such as Belgium, Switzerland 
and the Argentine; other good customers were Australia, South 
Africa, and Turkey. 

Before the war, Britain relied for its washing machines upon Canad 
and the United States. During the war, what there was of a British 
washing machine industry turned to production of war materials, 
Today, except for limited import of spare parts for servicing foreign 
machines, the British industry is self-sufficient. It has incorporated 
new ideas and devices and has shown initiative in sending representa 
tives abroad to discover the particular requirements of other countries 

Three of Britain’s larger firms are operating in development areas, 
In one instance, disabled ex-miners are now making a living in the 
washing-machine industry. 


Purchase Tax Announcements 


THE following information regarding the liability of certain article 
to tax is published as supplementary to that already given in 
Notice No. 78 :— 


Defective Stockinette Material 


The exemption from tax in favour of ‘‘ Rags ’’ (Group 6 (j)) is 
regarded as covering knitted stockinette material which is defective 
(including stockinette which is imperfectly knitted by the omission of 
needles) and which is in lengths not exceeding one yard. 

Page 16 of Notice No. 78 should be noted accordingly. 


Tradesmen’s Baskets 


The Commissioners of Customs and Excise have decided, after 
consultation with trade interests concerned, that the following 
are the kinds of baskets which shall, in future, be regarded as “ trades 
men’s baskets of specialized design’’ and not chargeable with ta 
under Group 23 of the Purchase Tax Schedule as shopping baskets ‘- 

Baskets whose outside measurements (in each dimension) exceed 

the following :— 
Oval or rectangular baskets 14ins. by 11 ins. by 9 ins. (depth). 
Round baskets, 11 ins. by 9 ins. (depth); or 
Baskets weighing more than 2} lbs.; or 
Baskets made wholly from unpeéled willow as follows :— 
Grape basket—with a depth measurement (outside measurement) 
not exceeding 8 ins. and with a straight handle, i.e. not arched. 
Cherry basket—with an outside measurement from top of handle 
to bottom of basket not exceeding 11 ins.; or 
Baskets specialized for use as floral or display baskets. 


Friction Lotions and Shampoos 

The liability of commodities described as friction lotions, frictio 
tonics or friction shampoos to purchase tax under Group 32 (b) ( 
given on page 585 of last week’s Board of Trade Fournal should have 
read 100 per cent. and not 10 per cent. 
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14 March 1949 BOARD 


Exhibition Shows Britain’s 
Economic Problem 


N exhibition devoted to a survey in visual form of the economic 

roblem facing Great Britain and how to tackle it, was opened by 
the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, at the Central 
Ofice of Information’s Exhibition Hall, Marble Arch, London, on 
Monday. ; bis. 

Entitled “On Our Way,” this exhibition has been staged by the 

Central Office of Information at the request of the Economic Infor- 
mation Unit of the Treasury and is open to the public for six weeks 
fom 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. (Sundays 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.) Admission 
is free. 
Opening the exhibition, the President said that it was part of an 
atensive campaign of economic information conducted both cen- 
tnlly and by departments. This campaign was regarded by the 
Government as an essential part of the United Kingdom’s recovery 
programme. We had set ourselves to make an exceptional effort in 
the economic sphere in order to make good the losses of war and not 
only to re-establish, but improve upon, our former level of wealth 
and prosperity. This was an effort not of the Government but of the 
whole community. Much was being asked of British citizens to-day— 
much in action, and much in self-restraint. 


Certain economic controls formed a part of this programme, but 
they made no real difference to the personal freedom of the citizen. 
Inthe main, the programme stood or fell by the voluntary acts and the 
voluntary abstentions of the citizens, based upon their understanding 
of the national need and their own long-term interests. The required 
results—and they were being achieved steadily month by month as 
we went on—were not being got by compulsion. They were being 
got because from the time when the country stood face to face with 
its economic crisis two years ago, Ministers had deliberately shared 
with the people their knowledge of the full realities of the situation. 
They had gone out of their way not merely to give the facts, but to 
make them intelligible, and they had called upon the official information 
services to support and follow up their efforts with all the resources of 
modern publicity. ‘That was the significance of this exhibition—it was 
notjustastunt. It was acommunication from the Government to the 
citizens—an essential part of our democratic administration. 


The President said it gave him particular pleasure to welcome guests 
from many of the countries which were our friends and partners in 
the great European Recovery Programme who were present at the 
opening ceremony. ‘They had come as representatives of the infor- 
mation services of their countries, not merely to see this exhibition. 
but to examine our economic information campaign in all its many 
aspects, and to tell us something of their own activities. This was one 
more example of the partnership in effort and experience which 
E.R.P. represented. 


We had now reached a point in our national recovery well beyond 
what might have seemed probable or even possible two years ago. 
But we did not want or need to stop very long for self-congratulation 
on the distance already covered or the speed with which we had 
covered it. It was more realistic and much more useful to look ahead, 
measure the distance still to be covered, and weigh up the tasks still 
to be performed. 


Tasks Ahead 


There was no doubt about the nature of the two great tasks for 1949 
and later years. The Economic Survey, itself a great record of 
achievement in 1948, sets out in great clarity what these tasks were. 
First of all we were still eating food and working with raw materials 
paid for by American dollars which we didn’t earn. ‘The most imme- 
diate of all tasks, therefore, was to reduce and then abolish our need 
lor those dollar gifts and loans, partly by learning to depend less upon 
dollar goods, but mainly by earning more dollars. The best of all 
Ways to earn more dollars was to sell more goods to the dollar countries 
~the United States and Canada. This we were determined to do. 
Industry and Government together must set about a major effort to 
Increase our sales of British goods to the American and Canadian 
People. Competition in America was keen and hard, but when we 
temembered that our present sales are less than one per cent. of the 
total consumption of the people of the United States the extent and 
the reality of our opportunity stands plain to be seen. There was an 
equal opportunity, and equal friendship and goodwill in the Canadian 
market. Our Canadian friends knew that while our desire to buy from 
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them was unbounded, our ability to do so was limited to the extent 
that they increased their purchases from us. This year we must move 
much further and much faster to grasp it. This was a time for 
adventure; the spirit of our merchant adventurers of centuries past 
was being re-awakened, in the efforts and missions of our manu- 
facturers and merchants to seek new markets, to speed the country’s 
recovery, in exporting to North America. 


The second great task, and it was closely connected with the first, 
was to go on increasing the output of our industry. This was not 
merely for the sake of the extra volume of goods, but also because 
when we got more output from the same number of workpeople—as 
we must do, for there were very few more workpeople to be found— 
we were bound to do it by improving our methods and so cutting our 
costs, and increasing our competitive power in the dollar markets and 
elsewhere. 


Industry and Government were, therefore, now engaged in a 
co-operative drive to improve our productivity. It was being done 
partly by a vast programme of investment in new plant and machinery, 
especially in our basic industries. Better tools would always be, as 
they had always been, the supreme method of doing a better job. 
But investment programmes took time. Speedier improvements were 
possible, and were taking place, through the overhaul of methods of 
organization and working in the factory, and through the realization 
of a greater sense of partnership, joint discussion, and sharing of 
information between management and workpeople. We knew 
ourselves, and friendly American observers had said the same thing, 
that if we could raise the efficiency and smooth working of the average 
factory much nearer to the level that already obtained in the best 
of our own plants, we should have gone a very long way to solving 
our whole economic problem. With that in view, various branches 
of industry were planning to exchange information and ‘‘ know-how ’’ 
among themselves, and the Trades Unions were playing their part in 
planning a programme of exchanges of visits between works, and 
dissemination of information. 'The Anglo-American Productivity 
Council had been set up to facilitate the interchange of knowledge 
and ideas between industry in the two countries, and the first British 
party had just landed in America to see and to learn. 


Without belittling for one moment the fundamental importance of 
improved plant and machinery, great results could be achieved, apart 
from new machinery, by improved methods of organization and by 
forms of industrial relations which captured the interest and released 
the full energies of all concerned in the factory. 


Increase in Productivity 


Was there anything to show for all this effort ? Yes, indeed, there 
was—more, perhaps, than was generally realized. For the past nine 
months the production of British industry as a whole had been about 
7 per cent. above its rate for the same period a year earlier, and the 
rate of increase had not varied very much from month to month. In the 
four latest months for which we had figures—October, November, 
December and January—the total of our output has been 6 or 7 per 
cent. above the same months a year before. The increase in the labour 
force during that year had been on an average about 14 per cent. 
This suggested as a very rough and ready measurement, an increase 
in productivity during the year’s interval of the order of 4 or 5 per 
cent. There was no present sign that this rate of increase was falling 
off, and it was a very high rate indeed. It was nearly twice the rate 
called for under the Four-year Programme, which aimed at inde- 
pendence and solvency in this country by 1952, and it was appreciably 
higher than the rate that was achieved year in year out before the war. 
We should be wise if we assumed that there were special factors at 
work arising out of the end of the war, demobilization, reconversion 
and so forth, which helped us at present to keep this rate of increase 
high. But there was no inherent reason, no inescapable technical 
cause, why it should not be maintained. Obviously this would call 
for all our very best efforts. Much as both sides of industry were 
doing, they would need to do more still and work to still better effect 
if the present rate of improvement was to be kept up. But if it was 
kept up, it held out the hope of a very happy outcome to our present 
efforts in a few years’ time. It pointed to the achievement of economic 
independence. It pointed to our ability to build up our overseas 
trade and hold it against all comers, so earning our vital food and raw 
materials and keeping our full employment policy secure. It pointed 
to a rise in the standard of life of all of us. And it pointed to our 
making an ever-greater contribution to the recovery and reconstruction 
of our friends and partners not only in Europe but in every war- 
stricken and backward part of the world. 
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Questions Asked and Answered in Parliament 


Below ts a selection of questions of interest to industry answered in Parliament. 


THURSDAY MARCH 17 

Price of Scandinavian Newsprint 

The President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, said that 
the price at which Scandinavian newsprint was bought in this country 
was a matter for the purchasers to negotiate. United Kingdom 
imports were effected by the Newsprint Supply Company, which 
was an organization set up by the newspaper proprietors themselves, 
and he understood that they had agreed to pay for Scandinavian 


newsprint in the first half of 1949 the prices ruling in the United 
Kingdom. 


Trading with Israel 


Asked what arrangements he had made to facilitate the competition 
of British commercial interests for a fair share of the import trade 
of the State of Israel, the President replied that steps were being taken 
to appoint a commercial representative. The provision of normal 
export credit facilities, as far as conditions permitted, was under 
consideration. 


Trade Commissioner in Ceylon 


To assist in the development and expansion of United Kingdom 
trade in Ceylon, a Trade Commissioner post was opened in Colombo 
in July 1946 it was stated. ‘The Trade Commissioner had two assis- 
tants, a market officer and clerical staff. 


Imports of Wines from South Africa 


Permitted imports from South Africa of wines and brandy were at 
present well in excess, by volume, of pre-war imports and compared 
favourably in this regard with similar imports from foreign countries 
the President stated. 

South Africa already enjoyed some measure of preference in the 
matter of Customs duties on wines and brandy. 


Trade Agreement with Hungary 


Asked to re-open negotiations with the Hungarian Government, 
with a view to the conclusion of a long-term trade agreement, the 
President replied that no such negotiations were necessary. A three- 
year agreement about supplies of foodstuffs from Hungary was 
concluded in June 1947, and runs to July 1950. 


Hosiery and Knitwear Exports 


The President said that imports of hosiery and knitwear (or of certain 
classes of these goods as stated) were not at present permitted into 
the following countries :— 


Chile. 

China. (Hosiery and knitwear of silk and cotton.) 

Ecuador. (All hosiery and knitwear except cotton goods.) 

Ethiopia. (Hosiery and knitted garments of silk or artificial silk.) 

segue (All goods except ladies’ stockings and gloves of natural silk or 
nylon. 


Jamaica, Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, Zanzibar. (Knitted woollen 
garments made of cashmere, mohair, camel hair, llama and vicuna ; 
women’s and girls’ fully fashioned woollen stockings.) 

Mexico. 


New Zealand. (All goods except the following :—children’s socks and 


stockings ; babies’ clothing ; women’s stockings, full-length, other 
than those of cotton, silk and/or artificial silk, the term “ artificial 
silk” including nylon.) 

Peru. 

Union of South Africa. (Women’s dresses and frocks exceeding £2 in 


f.o.b. value ; stockings of an f.o.b. value exceeding 65s. per dozen.) 
In certain other countries the effect of restrictions and quota 


regulations seriously limited the ability of the importer to obtain high- 
class and luxury goods from the United Kingdom. 


Exports of Works of Art 


The President said it was the policy to issue licences for the export 
of works of art from the United Kingdom in cases where the proposed 
export did not involve the loss of a national treasure and where an 
appropriate return of currency was to be received. Temporary 
exports for exhibition abroad were also approved, subject to satis- 
factory undertakings being given regarding return to this country. 


TUESDAY MARCH 22 


Quality of Utility Worsteds 

Asked if he would take the necessary steps to restore and Prevent 
any further deterioration in the quality of the Utility grade , 
worsted and woollen cloths and also would arrange for larger supplies 
of this grade of cloth, the President replied that the Considerable 
increase in the price of raw wool in 1948, particularly in the finer 
qualities, had not been fully reflected in increased Utility cloth Price 
ceilings. The relatively small increases in price ceilings made |i 
November were designed to avoid deterioration in the wearing qualitis 
of the cloths, but some reduction in fineness was inevitable, 4, 
regards the second part of the question, 74 per cent. of civilian 
clothing fabric was Utility in November and a proportion of betwee 
75 per cent. and 80 per cent. was being aimed at. 


Wool Control 


The Wool Control had at all times kept their staff and accommodation 
down to the minimum required for their task, it was stated, 


Raw Cotton under E.R.P. 


During 1948, retained imports of 22-4 million Ibs. of raw cotton, 
f.o.b. value $8-2 million, were financed under the European Recovery 
Programme, and of 159-3 million lbs., f.0.b. value $57-8 million by 
other means, the President said. 


Motor Cars to the Argentine 


Exchange permits for the importation of 509 passenger motor 
cars from the United Kingdom were granted by the Argentine Centra 
Bank under Article V (c) of the Andes Agreement, the President 
stated. He was unable to say to what extent such imports had 50 far 
been made in respect of these particular permits, but 1,033 motor 
cars were exported from the United Kingdom to Argentina in 194. 


Prices of Woollen and Worsted Cloths 


Asked if he would arrange with the manufacturers of worsted and 
woollen cloths to reduce the price of this article by diverting for this 
purpose some of the large profits that they were making, the President 
replied that he was aware that recently announced profits of some 
companies in this industry had shown an increase over the previous 
trading year. It would be appreciated, however, that these profit 
were derived from the whole of the activities of the companies. The 
prices of worsted and woollen cloths for the home market wer 
already strictly controlled, and allowed for no more than a reasonable 
margin of profit. 


Japan and Trading Agreements 


Questioned on what countries Japan had made trade agreements 
with since the Armistice, which are in force now; and with what 
countries trade agreements were being negotiated or contemplated, 
the President replied that in addition to the multilateral trade arrange- 
ment with Australia, India, New Zealand, South Africa and the 
United Kingdom and its Colonies, General MacArthur had made 


trade arrangements with the Netherlands and Indonesia, Pakistan, f 


Siam and Sweden. These were still in force. 

Trade arrangements with Belgium, Burma, Egypt, France and the 
French Union were understood to be under negotiation or awaiting 
ratification. 

Payments arrangements had also been made with the sterling ares 


and with China, the French Union, the Netherlands and Indonesia, f 


Sweden, Siam, Uruguay and the U.S.S.R. 
Profit Margins on Furniture 

The President was asked what were the profit margins official 
allowed to the manufacturers, wholesalers, and retail distributors 
Utility furniture; and the profit margins usually achieved in the 
case of new non-Utility furniture. : 

He replied that Utility furniture manufacturers were subject © 
cash maximum prices. These prices were fixed at a level designed 
yield three or four per cent. profit on cost (equivalent to a retum ( 
some 10 per cent. on capital employed) to manufacturers observini 
the best standards of construction and making the most expensitt 
designs which were considered appropriate to the Utility schem 
These were maximum prices and the state of the market was such # 


(Continued at foot of next pagt) 
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fourist Foreign Currency Allowance 


HE foreign currency allowance for tourist travel for the twelve 

months beginning May 1, 1949, was announced by the Financial 
secretary to the Treasury, Mr. Glenvil Hall, in the House of Commons 
on March 17. 
ag Hall said that it had been found possible to make some relaxa- 
eo in the arrangements for tourist travel for the 12 months beginning 
on May 1. For this period the foreign currency allowance would be 
the equivalent of £50 for adults and £35 for children under 15 years 
, allowance would be available for tourist travel in the 
following countries :—Austria, Belgium, Denmark (including the 
Faroe Islands), France, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. The possibility of adding 
one or two countries to this list was still under consideration. 

In the case of Switzerland, total expenditure on tourist travel would 
be limited to about £4°5 million for the 12 months. 

Expenditure in Belgium and Luxemburg would be limited to 
{1-1 million for the 12 months and, in order to enable the maximum 
number of people to visit those countries, the Belgian and Luxem- 
burg Authorities had decided to limit the amount which individuals 
might spend in the two countries to £35 for adults and £25 for children 

nder 15. 
" The car allowance formerly available to tourists would also be 
restored. An extra allowance of currency equivalent to a maximum 
of £10 per car would be allowed to private motorists to enable them 
to travel to their destination by car instead of by train. This was an 
alternative to the present arrangement, which would of course con- 
tinue, whereby a traveller was permitted to pay his return fare in 
sterling outside the basic travel allowance. 

This new travel allowance does not come into operation until May 1 
next so that anyone desiring to go abroad before that date could only 
do so on the basis of their existing travel allowance. 


Switzerland 


Following Mr. Glenvil Hall’s announcement, the Treasury issued 
the following information about currency allowance for tourist travel 
to Switzerland, Belgium and Luxemburg :— 

Monthly quotas of Swiss francs have now been allocated for the 
period May 1 to October 31, 1949, and the Authorization Office for 
Travel to Switzerland, 11c Lower Regent Street, London, S.W.1, 
will issue authorizations within the limits of these quotas. 

It will be necessary for an application, preferably in writing, to be 
made to the Authorization Office by or on behalf of each traveller; 
documents showing that accommodation has been reserved in Switzer- 
land should be furnished with each application. 'The Authorization 
Office is not in a position to accept applications before March 28. 
The fee payable at the Authorization Office is three shillings for each 
authorization. 





Parliamentary Questions—(Continued) 


to impose lower prices for articles of a more modest standard of 
construction and design. Distributors were allowed a gross margin 
of 334 per cent. on price paid to manufacturers after deduction of all 
discounts. This margin was intended to cover their costs and yield 
a profit based on an estimated return on capital employed of some 
10 per cent. In cases where the furniture was handled by a wholesaler, 
he must share this margin with the retailer. 

Manufacturers’ maximum prices for non-Utility furniture were 
fixed by reference to cost of production and sale plus a profit margin 
of 6 per cent. The corresponding gross margin for distributors was 
50 per cent. on the price paid to a manufacturer after deduction of all 
discounts except cash or settlement discounts (not exceeding 5 per 
cent.). Here again, no separate margin was fixed for wholesalers. 


Outsize Stockings and Shoes 


_ The President said he was aware that there was still some difficulty 
in obtaining women’s large size shoes and stockings. No instructions 
were given to manufacturers as to the range of sizes which they must 





Produce, but each manufacturer decided what proportions of the 
various sizes he would make in the light of the orders he received from 
the distributors. The Board of Trade always tried to help any 
member of the public who had difficulty in obtaining shoes and 
stockings of the larger sizes. 
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The amount authorized will be based on the duration of stay in 
Switzerland and on the scale of hotel charges in each case within the 


maximum basic allowance of £50 per annum for adults and £35 per 
annum for children under fifteen. 
in the United Kingdom will provide credit documents and Swiss 
franc notes in accordance with the amounts stated on the authoriza- 
tion issued by the Authorization Office. 


Banks or authorized travel agents 


Payment of travellers’ cheques or other credit documents in 


Switzerland will be made wholly in cash. 
be made in Switzerland in two instalments, namely by means of an 


In general, payments will 


initial payment not exceeding the equivalent of £15 on arrival in 
Switzerland, the balance being paid not earlier than seven days after 


the initial payment. 


Applications for car allowances should not be made to the Authoriza- 
tion Office; they should be made direct to the applicant’s bankers on 


Form T.2. 


Belgium and Luxemburg 


Monthly quotas of Belgian francs have now been allocated for 
the period May 1, 1949, to April 30, 1950. The Currency Authoriza- 
tion Office for Travel to Belgium and Luxemburg, 6 Bishopsgate, 
London, E.C.2, will issue authorizations within the limits of these 


quotas. 


Applications, by post only and accompanied by a stamped and 
addressed envelope, will have to be made to the Authorization Office 
by, or on behalf of, each traveller on application forms which will be, 
available from Wednesday, March 23, at all travel agencies and also 
at the Currency Authorization Office, Banque Belge pour |’Entranger, 
Belgium House, Sabena, Belgian Chamber of Commerce, Belgian 
Embassy and at all Belgian consulates and at the Luxemburg Lega- 


tion. 
for each authorization granted. 


A fee of three shillings is charged by the Authorization Office 


The amount authorized will be based on the duration of stay in 
Belgium-Luxemburg within a maximum of £35 for adults and £25 


for children under fifteen. 


Applications for car allowance should not be made to the Currency 
Authorization Office, they should be made direct to the applicant’s 


bankers on Form T.2. 





* TO ALL WHO EXPORT TO SOUTH AMERICA 





How Air Freight can eliminate 
costly warehouse charges 


There is no need to incur 

heavy warehousing charges 
in your South American markets by 
maintaining large stocks for distribu- 
tion. Your South American Distri- 
butor need keep only a range of samples 
—you can deliver all orders direct to 
the recipient within a few days, through 
the Commercial Freight Services of 
British South American Airways. 
Your goods arrive in perfect condition, 
with the added prestige of having been 
specially sent by air. 


You make all these savings 
when you ship by AIR 


PACKING COSTS. Less handling in 
transit means that most freight can be 
packed in cardboard cartons. 


LOSS AND DAMAGE. Speedier delivery 
and less handling almost eliminate losses 
from pilfering or damage. 


INSURANCE. Rates for air shipment are 
lower, and the period to be covered is much 
shorter. The more valuable the goods, the 
more you save. 


TIME. British South American Airways 
enable you to take instant advantage of 
topical events, market fluctuation, special 
orders and the like. 


Other advantages: ‘* CONSULARISA- 
TION. B.S.A.A. handle all the intricacies 
of consular regulations. EMERGENCY 
SHIPMENTS are put through with 
emergency speed. 





SPECIMEN FREIGHT 


CHARGES 
London Freight charges 
to (per kilo) 
Rio de Janeiro 19s. Id. 
Sao Paulo - 19s. 4d. 
Buenos Aires 22s. Id. 
Santiago - - 23s. 6d. 


Subject to alteration 


Rebates: Shipments of over 45 kilos 
are subject to 25% quantity discount 
rebates. 


Fast services also to Natal, Monte- 
video, Lima, Barranquilla, Miami 
and the West Indies. 











WRITE for special informative booklet, 
“Air Freight”, which gives details of 
charges, commercial and consular invoices 
and import licences required by each South 
American country. Inquiries on all aspects 
of Air Freighting welcomed by our offices 
and all agencies. 


Ship by Air— by 
BRITISH SOUTH AMERICAN AIRWAYS 


Export Cargo Section: 11, Albemarle Street, London, W.1. Telephone : Regent 4141 - 
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Forthcoming Ministry of Supply Auction Sales 


T M.O.S. Depot 99, Weyhill, Andover Hants, on March 29-30, 

stores to be offered include 263 ‘‘ Chrysler ’’ internal combustion 

engines ; electric motors ; transformers and converters ; “‘Coles’’ 
5-ton mobile crane ; 200 and 100 kW transformers ; petrol driven 
winches ; concrete mixers; ‘‘ Muirhill’’ dumpers ; steam loco- 
motives ; air compressors ; centrifugal pumps ; well boring rigs ; 
hoists ; ‘‘ Marion” 30-ton crane spares ; cranes up to 3-tons ; 
hand-operated cranes ; ‘‘ Stromberg ’’ carburettor testing machine ; 
dynamotors ; aluminium scrap ; 20-tons S.H. batteries ; universal 
grinder ; S.S. and S.C. lathes ; milling machines ; punching and 
shearing machines ; hycycle drills ; ‘‘ Sturtevant”’ fans ; weighing 
machines ; ‘‘ Warsop’”’ road breakers ; engineers small tools and 
equipment and numerous other items. 

Electrical and engineering equipment and general miscellaneous 
stores will be on offer at the M.O.S. Depot 46, Cornholme Mills, 
near ‘Todmorden, Yorks, on March 29-April 1, including cable ; 
scrap lead acid accumulators ; diesel and other motors ; Ransome 
Rapier crane; steel ramps; cycles; webbing; balloon cloth ; 
black ties ; collars ; boots and shoes ; cardboard containers ; chemi- 
cal stores and many other items. 

At the R.A.F. Maintenance Unit sub-site No. 35, Bowlee, Manches- 
ter on April 6-7, the stores to be offered will include prismatic and 
night binoculars ; scissors ; measuring tapes ; dashboard clocks ; 
box kites ; various goggles ; electric hair dryers ; miscellaneous 
workshop, joiners’ and carpenters’ tools ; vacuum containers ; 
greatcoats ; battledress blouses and trousers ; khaki drill shirts, 
shorts and jackets ; W.R.A.F. type greatcoats, tunics, skirts, slacks 
and stockings ; webbing ; 10-cwt. wall hoists ; wooden benching ; 
trestle tables ; metal beds and cabinets ; lockers ; bleaching powder ; 
de-icing paste ; miscellaneous dope ; scanning units ; generators ; 
blankets ; miscellaneous tentage ; fuel pumps ; composition insulat- 
ing sheet ; micanite and ebonite sheet ; miscellaneous oils, greases, 
etc. ; starter motors ; canteen equipment ; shoe brushes ; 10-gall. 
water tanks; upholstered and cane armchairs; electric cable ; 


hydraulic lifting jacks ; portable compressors and sprayers ; hurricane 
lamps ; hearth and bedside rugs ; charging sets ; Sterilizing egy; 
ment ; footwear ; flying and under clothing ; waterproof covers : 
perspex and cellulose acetate ; miscellaneous clothing and bedding 
drogues and other stores. ; 

Also to be offered at this sale are stores lying at sub-sites at Catterick 
and Breighton, Yorks, including sulphuric acid ; electric cab). 
generators ; aerial assemblies ; metal containers ; steel piano wire. 
hand winches ; high intensity runway lamp assemblies ; white duck 
canvas balloon valises, etc. 

A large quantity of valuable radio, electrical and miscellaneoy 
equipment is to be offered at the R.A.F. Maintenance Unit No, 3 
Milton, Berks, on April 12, which will include distribution boxg. 
miscellaneous tool bags and tool boxes ; electric sewing machine : 
hospital equipment ; miscellaneous telephone equipment ; trans. 
formers ; tools of every description ; dinghies and dinghy equip. 
ment ; towing rope ; supply dropping parachutes ; blow lamps: 
jewellers’ lathes ; photographic and test equipment ; electric motors: 
bench drills and grinders ; generators ; bacon slicers ; portable 
compressors ; test sets; electric sweepers and brushes; fy 
pumps ; miscellaneous M.T. spares ; anti-gas clothing ; oil heating 
stoves ; watches, stop watches and aircraft clocks ;_ binoculars and 
night glasses ; electric hair dryers ; mattresses ; tape recorders : 
various items of furniture ; transit cases ; first aid stretchers ; salvage 
blankets ; a quantity of leather cycle-saddle bags ; balloon fabric 
components ; cardboard and tin containers ; battery charging 
trolleys ; radar scanning units ; radar aerial equipment ; domestic 
tinware ; garden seats; weighing machines ; storage lockers; 
field lighting equipment ; snow ploughs ; spare parts for bacon and 
other slicers ; miscellaneous aircraft equipment, etc. 

Details of these and other sales arranged by the Ministry of Supply 
will be found in the list below. Catalogues, which will permit 
admission on all view days in addition to admission to the sale, can be 
obtained from the auctioneer, price sixpence. 





Date 








Stores Location Auctioneer 
Mar. 28- Motor vehicles, trailers, motor cycles, mobile | M.O.S. Depot, Mount Farm, Dorchester, Oxon. | Simmons & Sons, 12 Station Road, Reading. 
April 1. cranes, tankers, miscellaneous stores, etc. | (Tel. : Reading 4025/6.) 

Mar. 29-30 Internal combustion engines, engineers’ | M.O.S. Depot 99, Weyhill, Andover, Hants. ... | HenryButcher & Co., 73 Chancery Lane, Londos, 
small tools and equipment, general elec- | W.C.2. (Tel. : HOLborn 8411.) 
trical and engineering stores. 

Mar. 29- Electrical and engineering equipment, foot- | M.0.S. Depot 46, Cornholme Mills, nr. Tod- | H. Thornton, 6a Hargreaves Street, Burnley 

April 1. —_ cycles, chemical stores, balloon morden, Yorks. | (Tel. : Burnley 4458.) 
cloth, etc. | { 

April 5-7... | Electrical and engineering stores, textiles | M.O.S. Depot 55, Junction Road, Weston-super- , Percy Palmer, 3 Magdala Buildings, Weston- 
and general miscellaneous items. | Mare. | super-Mare. (Tel.: Weston-super-Mare 2451/2) 

April 5-8... | Electrical and engineering plant and equip- | Ordnance Sub Depot, Wem, Salop . | Belcher & Son, 91 Pinfold Street, Darlaston, 
ment, telescopes and binoculars, aircraft | | Staffs. (Tel. : Darlaston 151.) 
models, cordage, drawing boards, etc. 

April 6-7... | Radio, electrical, industrial and canteen | R.A.F. M.U. No. 35, sub-site, Bowlee, nr. Man- | C. W. Provis & Sons, 2 Booth Street, Manchester, 
equipment, clothing, footwear, tentage, chester. 2. (Tel.: Manchester CENtral 2800.) 
furniture, etc 

April 12 Radio, electrical, industrial, photographic | R.A.F. M.U. No. 3, Milton, Berks. . , Adkin, Belcher & Bowen, 10 High Street, 
equipment, tools, sewing machines, | | Abingdon, Berks. (Tel. : Abingdon 25.) 
watches and clocks, furniture, weighing 
machines, etc | 

All the above sales have previously been announced in the Board of Trade Journal. 
Newly Arranged Sales 
April 20 ... | Miscellaneous R.A.F. stores and equipment | R.A.F. M.U. No. 16, Sandon Road, Stafford ... | South & Stubbs, Bank Passage, Stafford. (Tel: 
Stafford 82.) 
April 21-22 | General engineering and electrical plant and | M.O.S. Depot 151, Wing Airfield, Aylesbury, | W. Brown & Co., 34 Market Square, Aylesbury, 
| equipment. ucks. Bucks. (Tel. : Aylesbury 36.) 
April 22 Modern machine tools M.O.8. Depot, Daimler No. 2 Factory, Allesley, | leopold Farmer & Sons, 46 Gresham Street, 
? near Coventry. London, E.C.2. (Tel. : Monarch 3422.) 
April 22 | Miscellaneous R.A.F. stores and equipment | R.A.F. M.U. No. 7 sub-site, Staverton, Glos. ... | J. Pearce Pope & Sons, St. Aldate Chambers, 


April 25-29 | Motor vehicles, etc. 


April 26-29 Clothing, blankets, mattresses, towels, sheets, 
mixed rags, depot plant and equipment, 
various trucks, small tools, ete. 


Cornwall. 





M.O.S. Depot, Byram Park, Brotherton, Yorks. 


M.O.8. Depot Camelford, nr. 


Glos. (Tel. : Glos. 21274.) 
Hollis & Webb, 3 Park Place, Leeds, 1. (Te: 








Leeds 29671/2.) 
J. Kittow & Son, Auction & Estate Offices 
Launceston. (Tel. : Launcester 18.) 


Launceston, 





——— 
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OAL, gas and electricity returns issued by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Coomcr for the week ending March 19, 1949, are given below. All 
the figures are subject to revision; in particular, those relating tc 
the latest week are provisional estimates which may be substantially 


altered. 


Output of Coal Last Week 


Total production last week was 20,300 tons higher than the previous 
week, 42,400 tons more than in the corresponding week last year and 
gas the highest output since the week ended December 18, 1948. 

Deep-mined production was 16,000 tons less than last week, but 
opencast production increased by 36,300 tons. 

In the week ended March 12, output per manshift, overall, was 
1-18 tons, the highest since before the war. At the face, output per 
manshift was 3-04 tons. 

Inland coal consumption during the week ended March 12, 1949, 
was 113,000 tons higher than the previous week and 271,000 tons 
more than in the corresponding week last year. 





Week ended 





Saleable output :— 
(i) Deep-mined 
(ii) Opencast 


(ii) Disputes 


wagons ... 


Tonnage lost (deep-mined)t :— 
(i) Recognized holidays ... 


(iii) Accidents, bre 
to machinery ... 
(iv) Rail transport difficult 


(v) Other causes 


TOTAL ... 


akdowns and repairs 


ies and want of 


TOTAL ... 














March 19, March 20, 
1949* 1948 
Tons Tons 

4,112,100 4,031,300 
239,100 277,500 
4,351,200 4,308,800 
9,100 25,600 
6,000 19,100 
1,700 2,500 
16,800 47,200 








* Based on returns collected by the National Coal Board from all coal mines. 
+ Excluding tonnage lost through absenteeism. 


Year’s Output of Coal to March 19 





| Saleable output :— 


Deep-mined ... 
Opencast 


Year to date (11 weeks) 














| 
TOTAL ... | 
{ 


1949* 1948 

Tons Tons 
44,532,300 43,516,300 
2,215,800 2,099,900 
46,748,100 45,616,200 








Coal Consumption 


* Based on returns collected by the National Coal Board from all coal mines, 


Thousand Tons 





Week ended | 


Total year to 
date (10 weeks) 








Inland 














s 


March 19, 1949, was 558, 














| Mar. 5, | Mar. 12, | Mar. 13, 
1949 1949 1948 1949 1948 
72 gga 4,209 | 4,322 | 4,051 |42,485 | 41,570 
| Export and bunkerst 313 359 250 | 3,221 | 1,851 
| Total inland and export 4,522 | 4,681 | 4,301 [45,706 | 43,421 


Consumption of coal by gas and electricity undertakings in the week ended 
: 5 500 and 636,500 tons respectively. 
+ Based on National Coal Board figures of licences cleared for exports and 


Customs and Excise returns for foreign bunkers and Channel Islands. The 
programme announced for exports and bunkers does not include shipments to 


Channel Islands. 
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Coal, Gas and Electricity Returns for March 19 


Availability of Gas and Electricity 























Week ended Total year to date 
(11 weeks) 
Mar. 11, | Mar. 18, | Mar. 20, 
1949 1949 1948 1949 1948 
Gas Million cubic feet 

Made at gas works | 11,005-1 10,418-4 8,861-3 ; 115,481-5 , 107,258-6 
Purchased from 

coke ovens 1,183-8 1,206-2 1,164°6 | 13,026-3 | 12,935-4 
Total available ... | 12,188-9 | 11,624:6 | 10,025-9 | 128,507-8 | 120,194-0 

ELECTRICITY Million units 

Sent out for pub- | 

lic supply from 

solid fuel fired 

stations* 1,011°3 967-0 829-4 | 10,822-5 | 10,120-0 

















* The figures are based on returns from all the solid fuel fired stations 
controlled by the British Electricity Authority and the North of Scotland 
Hydro-Electric Board and represent approximately 96 per cent. of the total 
electricity sent out for public supply by these authorities. 


Utility Furniture Prices 


THE Ministry of Commerce, Northern Ireland, has made an 

Order (The Furniture (Utility Mark) (Northern Ireland) Order, 
1949), introducing in Northern Ireland a revised scheme of production 
similar to that introduced in Great Britain at the end of November 
last year. This makes it possible to combine Utility furniture maximum 
prices for Great Britain and Northern Ireland in a single Related 
Schedule. 


The Board of Trade have accordingly, in consultation with the 
Central Price Regulation Committee, made the Furniture (Maximum 
Prices and Charges) (Amendment No. 2) Order, 1949, which replaces 
Related Schedule No. 2D and Supplement No. 1 thereto, and Related 
Schedule No. 3C. The new Related Schedule (U.F.) which is sub- 
stantially the same as No. 2D (although it contains some new items 
and some modifications of descriptions) provides maximum prices 
for all items described in the corresponding Schedules to both the 
British and Northern Irish Utility Mark Orders. The new items 
comprise a kitchen cabinet with fall front, a wooden framed mattress 
with a spiral spring (which will be produced only in Great Britain) and 
a wooden framed mattress with a woven wire spring (which will 
be produced only in Northern Ireland). 

The Order (S.I. 1949 No. 483) and Related Schedule will be 
obtainable, price 1d. and 3d. (by post 2d. and 4d.) respectively, on 
March 29 from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 
and branches, or through any bookseller. The Order comes into 
force on April 4. 











Women’s Land Army Boots 
Brand new and Unused 


Best quality Black Grain-Leather Uppers. Solid 
Leather Soles and Heels. Entirely waterproof. 
made for hard Country wear and to give the ut- 
most satisfaction. 


Sizes: 3, 3. 4, 5, 5h, 6, 6$ and 7’s. 
OFFERS INVITED 
Write to:- 


ASHWORTHS’ LTD. 
ALBION MILLS, ELTON, BURY, LANCS. 
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Registrations of British and Foreign Films 


THE following are details of films registered by the Board of Trade under the Cinematograph Films Acts, 
1938 and 1948, during the week ended Tuesday, March 22, 1949 :— flardwo 


ywG0s 


Length Date of importer: 
Title of Film Registered in the Name of Maker’s Name Registered No.| (feet) | Registration 0 
for Tim 
BritisH wood for 
Sorting It Out... o6s ec ex ... | Film Centre Ltd. bak ... | Realist Film Unit Ltd.... ... | Br/E 12358 1,511 March 16 Offers 
Edward My Son ... aoe ce oe ... | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer British | Br/E 12359 9,162 March 16 fins. in 
Ltd. Studios Ltd. ny 
Young Housewife... ... ....«.. _~—«.. | Associated British Film Distri- | Anglo-Scottish Pictures Ltd. ... | Br/E 12360 | 845 | March 17 Te 
butors Ltd. | 
Mining Review No.6... Sa -- ... | N.S.S. Productions Ltd. ... | Documentary Technicians Alli- | Br/E 12368 950 March 22 Board of 
ance Ltd. 











Industri 
ForEIGN RECEIP 
Birds Make Sport ... ee pes - ... | Paramount Film Service Ltd.... | Paramount International Films | F 12354 870 March I6 vsdustrial 
Ine. eens 
Speaking Of Animals—The Lonesome Stranger - = * ” F 12355 996 March 16 wrapping 
Special Agent = EA ee et < ss 2 " a F 12356 6,321 March 16 Receip 
One Last Fling... we sve eS ... | Warner Bros. Pictures Ltd. ... | Warner Bros. Pictures Inc. ... F 12357 5,772 March 16 Amour 
Pitfall ny is ~ ne ce ... | United Artists Corp. Ltd. ... | Regal Films Inc. at ... | #12361 7,695 March 17 Stock ( 
The Scar - ... = soe see = ... | Associated-British Pathe Ltd.... | P.R.C. Pictures Inc. ... ven F 12362 7,422 March 17 
Billy The Kid In Texas ... i ee ve | Twentieth Century-Fox Film Co. | Producers Releasing Corp _... F 12363 4,808 March 21 Import 
| Ltd 
Billy The Kid’s Fighting Pals... cee ce ‘i ” ” F 12364 5,320 March 21 THE Mi 
Brand Of The Devil ee a oo a, ss g 59 9s F 12365 5,355 March 21 Trade th 
Trailing Double Trouble ... ae sis ... | New Realm Pictures Ltd. ... | Stern Productions Corp. ... | F 12366 5,042 March 21 liquorice 
Silver Springs A Bs Se: ¢ io Courneya Hyde Productions ... | F 12367 784 March 21 licence. 
ee pase A eee ee pap ee Se a ee ee eee also be ¢ 
All apy 
and shou 
Trade, 1 
Chocolat 
the appli 
- i above ad 








” ” 

















Br/E indicates that the film is an exhibitors’ quota film. 

The registration particulars of the film entitled “ A Letter From Goathorn ” (Br/E 11149) registered on March 24, 1948, have been amended as follows ;— 
3,100 feet—Long version. 
2,953 feet—Short version. 
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Aerotight Stiff Nut. ie 
United § 

An in 
G.K.N. Aerotight Nuts are one-piece all-metal stiff nuts. hy 


Unaffected by oil, water or humid conditions. Available in a com tion and 
particuls 





plete range of sizes in Steel, Stainless Steel, Light Alloy and Brass. 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


fardwood Flooring Blocks 


YUGOSLAVIA has been added to the list of countries for which 
importers in possession of licences to purchase and import under 

wood Overseas Procurement Scheme, Part III, may submit 
for Timber Control’s approval specific offers of any species of hard- 
wood for flooring blocks and other purposes. 

Offers must be confined to specifications which do not exceed 
4ins, in thickness, 44 ins. in width, and 48 ins. long, and the buying 
rice must not exceed 10s. per cubic foot, c.i.f. United Kingdom port. 

The list of countries included in the Scheme was given in the 
Board of Trade Journal of March 5 (page 470). 


Industrial Woodpulp 
RECEIPTS, consumption and stocks in the United Kingdom of 
industrial woodpulp for the manufacture of rayon and transparent 
wrappings in January 1949 (4 weeks) were as follows :— 


Receipts at users’ premises ... acid 11,836 tons 
Amount used ... ~_ 10,662 tons 
Stock (end of period) 62,895 tons 


Import of Liquorice Juice 

THE Ministry of Food announces in agreement with the Board of 
Trade that arrangements have been made for a limited quantity of 
liquorice juice to be imported from Italy during 1949 under specific 
licence. Applications to import supplies from other countries will 
also be considered. 

All applications should be accompanied by evidence of firm offers 
and should be submitted in duplicate on Form ILD/A to the Board of 
Trade, 189 Regent Street, London, W.1, via the Ministry of Food, 
Chocolate and Sugar Confectionery Division, Stanmore. Copies of 
the application form may be obtained from the Board of Trade at the 
sbove address or from any Customs Office. 


Imports of Anemone Corms from British Empire 


IN Notice to Importers No. 292, the Board of Trade announced that 
they had granted an Open General Licence for the import of flower 
bulbs, corms and tubers, excepting anemones consigned from the 
British Empire. 

The Open General Licence has been amended. As from March 24, 
1949, individual licences are not required for the import of anemone 
coms from the British Empire. 


Laundry Charges 


THE increased charges for laundry in Northern Ireland referred to on 
page 585 of last week’s Board of Trade JFournal should have read 17} 
per cent. to 244 per cent. 


New Registrar of Companies Appointed 


THE Board of Trade have appointed Mr. J. D. Todd to be Registrar 
of Companies in place of Mr. J. Cowen, and Mr. A. T. Ruby to be 
Assistant Registrar of Companies and Assistant Registrar of Business 
Names, with effect from February 21, 1949. 


British Handcrafts Export Appointments 


BRITISH Handcrafts Export announce the appointment of Mrs. 
Wardroper as Production Officer, in place of Mr. John Farleigh 
who has resigned. Mrs. Wardroper was on the Design Committee 
of Ashtead Potters under the late Sir Lawrence Weaver, and has 
had many years’ close connection with craftsmanship in the 
United States and Canada as well as in this country. 

An investigation into the American market is now being carried out, 
based on a representative selection of the articles so far purchased by 
BH.E. from craftsmen. This should provide much useful informa- 
tion and guidance for the next phase of B.H.E. development, and 


‘Particularly for the placing of further orders with craftsmen. 


Council of the Festival of Britain 





| Latham and 
Lord President of the Council to join the Council of the Festival of 








IT has been announced from the Lord President’s Office that Lord 
Mr. Robin Brook have accepted invitations from the 


Britain, 1951, 
Lord Latham is Chairman of the London Transport Executive 





and a member of the British Transport Commission. He was leader 
of the London County Council from 1940 to 1947, and has much 
business experience. 

Mr. Robin Brook is a director of the Bank of England, deputy 
chairman of the British Tourist and Holidays Board and a member 
of the Colonial Development Corporation. 


Orders Made under Companies Act, 1948 


H.M. TREASURY in exercise of the power conferred upon them 
by Section 322 (1) of the Companies Act, 1948, have made an Order, 
the Companies Winding Up (Floating Charges) (Interest) Order, 
1949, (S.I. 1949 No. 423, price 1d.), fixing 4 per cent., in place of 
5 per cent. as at present, as the rate of interest allowable for the 
purpose of determining the extent of the validity of a floating charge 
in a winding up. 

In exercise of the power conferred upon them by Section 362 (4) 
of the Companies Act, 1948, the Treasury have also made an Order, 
the Companies Liquidation Account (Interest) Order, 1949, (S.I. 1949 
No. 422, price 1d.), fixing 1 per cent., in place of 2 per cent. as at 
present, as the rate of interest allowable on balances exceeding £2,000 
in the hands of the Board of Trade to the credit of the account of a 
company in liquidation. 

Both orders will come into operation on April 1, 1949. 


Import Duties Drawback on Jute Tissue 


THE Treasury have made the Import Duties (Drawback) (No. 4) 
Order, 1949, which provides for the allowance, until December 31, 
1949, of drawback in respect of jute tissue used in the manufacture 
of certain sacks which are unused at the time of exportation. 

. The Order, which came into operation on March 24, 1949, has been 
published as Statutory Instruments, 1949, No. 464. 


Petrol for Vehicles with Carriers’ Licences 


IN view of the concession to private car owners, by which their 
allowances of fuel for private motoring for the months of June, July, 
and August are being doubled, it has been decided to make an 
equivalent concession to operators of vehicles which are licensed for 
private as well as for goods purposes and draw ‘‘ X’”’ coupons from 
the Regional Transport Commissioners. 

The Ministry of Transport says that operators who wish to take 
advantage of this concession should include a request for fuel for 
540 miles private motoring in their first application for fuel which 
covers any complete period of twelve weeks between May 1 and 
November 30, 1949. In respect of any other periods from May 1 
onwards, requests for fuel for private motoring may be at a rate of 
90 miles per month only. 

This concession applies to only one suitable vehicle used by each 
operator. 


Postal Services to South Africa 


THE Postmaster General announces that the restrictions recently 
imposed by the South African authorities on the importation of goods 
into South Africa, apply also to goods sent by post, and senders are 
advised to confirm before despatch that import permits are held by 
the addressees. An import licence is not required in the case of 
bona fide gift parcels not exceeding £5 in value. 


Damage to Mails for Jamaica 


THE Postmaster-General announces that the undermentioned 
surface mails were damaged by a fire which occurred on the ship 
by which they were conveyed. 

Letters for Jamaica, Cayman Islands and Turks and Caicos Islands 
posted between February 16 and 23, and parcels for the same destina- 
tions posted between February 16 and 22. 

It is not yet known whether any portion of the mail has been 
salvaged. 


New Address for Hong Kong Government Office 


THE Hong Kong Government Office in London has removed to 
Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: 
WHitehall 1648.) 


ERMANY was traditionally the largest exporter to Sweden, 
but the latter country was naturally forced to turn to other 
markets for her post-war requirements. The post-war years 
were characterized by very heavy spending in the United States, 
culminating in 1947 with Swedish imports from that country of 
Kr. 1,631 million against exports to the United States of only 
Kr. 349 million. This economic ‘‘rake’s progress’’ obviously could not 
continue and Sweden found that she had exhausted her dollar re- 
sources, with the result that she was obliged to reinforce her purchases 
from the sterling area. 
Since the war Sweden has, in general, been spending more than 
she earns, as will be seen from the following figures :— 








Exports Imports 
Year f.0.b. ©.i.f. 
(Million Kroner) 
1946 2,547 3,386 
1947 3,240 5,220 
1948 3,964 4,853 











Even when account is taken of Sweden’s earnings from shipping 
and other sources, and making the necessary adjustment between 
the f.o.b. and c.i. trade returns, the fact remains that Sweden’s 
overall trade deficits since 1946 have been considerable. 


U.K. Trade with Sweden 


With a population not exceeding 7,000,000, Sweden was the 
second largest foreign importer of United Kingdom goods in 1948, 
being led only by the United States. 

According to the Board of Trade returns, our exports to Sweden 
in 1948 amounted to nearly £55 million sterling as against £30 million 
in 1947. This is confirmed by preliminary Swedish trade returns 
which show that United Kingdom exports in 1948 amounted in 
value to Kr. 839 million (about £55 million). Second in order of 
importance was the United States with Kr. 671 million, followed by 
Belgium with Kr. 290 million, Poland with Kr. 265 million, France 
with Kr. 256 million, and the Netherlands with Kr. 251 million. In 
point of fact it is estimated that licences were issued in 1948 for the 
importation of United Kingdom goods of a total value of about 
Kr. 1,100 million (about £75 million). This high rate of importa- 
tion was only achieved by drawing down Sweden’s accumulated 
sterling balances, and as this process could not continue indefinitely 
it became necessary to reduce the United Kingdom’s exports to 
Sweden in 1949. Discussions took place in London at the end of 
1948 regarding the United Kingdom’s import and export trade 
with Sweden during the current year. As a result of these dis- 
cussions the f.o.b. value of the United Kingdom’s imports from 
Sweden is estimated to be about £58 million, whilst the value of 
United Kingdom exports to Sweden is estimated at £67°5 million. 
About £12 million, however, of this latter figure represents United 
Kingdom exports for which an import licence was issued in 1948, 
so that the total of new Swedish import licences in 1949 is expected 
to be about £55 million, or some Kr. 800 million. 

It is naturally disappointing to United Kingdom industry, when 
its ability to export is expanding, to meet with a contraction in new 
trade amounting to some 25 per cent., but the necessity for Sweden 
to cut her economic coat according to her financial cloth was un- 
answerable so long as she was obliged to work within the framework 
and limitations of bilateral agreements. 

Under the new arrangements a limited range of goods figuring in 
our export trade with Sweden are covered by specific quotas for the 
calendar year 1949, i.e. :— 
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Current Trends in Trade with Sweden 


This article was written for the Board of Trade Journal by His Majesty's Counsellor (Commercial) at Stockholm. The Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department, Board of Trade, I.C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1, will be pleased to answer any enquiries 
arising out of this article. 
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SECTION 


(a) Swedish import desiderate of essential commodities on whic, 
the United Kingdom Delegation gave estimates of delivery 
prospects. ‘These commodities are steel, coal, certain chem. 
cals and metals and semi-manufactures. 

(b) Certain foodstuffs. 

(c) Textiles and textile manufactures. 

(d) A fairly wide restricted list of goods regarded by Sweden 
inessential in her present economic position, where the Swedes 
indicated they will have to cut imports well below the norm,| 
trade levels. For these separate quotas were negotiated, 

(e) Some engineering products other than capital goods, 

As regards the import of machinery, instruments, apparatus and 
means of transport, the Swedish Delegation indicated that their 
authorities intended to issue new import licences for items falling 
under these headings up to a figure of about 190 million Swedish 
Kr. They stated, however, that as a principle each application 
for an import licence within these groups would have to be subjected 
to indvidual scrutiny, and would normally only be granted when 
the importation of the particular consignment was regarded a 
essential. There is a wide range open to United Kingdom manu 
facturers in this field, but our trade in those items which are fully 
or mainly covered by Sweden’s own expanding industry are likely 
to be severely restricted. 

For the rest, the Swedish Delegation indicated that import licences 
would be issued at least up to normal trade values, i.e. the value of 
imports in 1938 or 1946 whichever was the higher and they have estab- 
lished import quotas for various groups of statistical numbers based 
on this understanding. 


Trade with United States 


Owing to the marked disparity in Sweden’s trade exchanges with 
the United States during the past three years, and the consequent 
exhaustion of her dollar balances, combined with the fact that 
Swedish pulp is at a higher price than the United States is prepared 


to pay, it has become necessary for Sweden drastically to reduce > 


her spending in the dollar area. In normal times Sweden depended 
on her export surpluses with the United Kingdom to cover her 
import surpluses from Germany and the United States, but until 
this position can be restored Sweden must balance her trade with 
the United States on a bilateral basis. 
United States fell from Kr. 349 million in 1947 to Kr. 295 million 
in 1948, and with the high prices prevailing for Sweden’s exports 
there is little hope of improving the position in 1949. 

Sweden’s imports from the United States in 1938, 1947 and 
January-June 1948 were as follows :— 











Jan.-June 
Commodity 1938 1947 | 1948 
(Dollars million) 
Agricultural products 14:3 54:3 
Mineral products 19-9 82-6 24-4 
Chemicals 4-2 25-3 87 
Textiles Sel hg 9-4 73-0 60 
Metals and meta] manufactures ... 10-9 63-5 18-5 
Machinery ... ... 11-7 65:1 24-5 
Means of transport... 16-4 36-9 12:1 
Other +o 6-7 57-9 89 
seaplane 
93-5 458-6 1130 











These figures show very clearly the measure of the decline in 
United States exports to Sweden owing to dollar shortages. 
That Sweden does not anticipate any material improvement ® 





Sweden’s exports to the | 
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the position in the near future is shown in the estimates for 1952/3 
for her long-term programme submitted to the Organization 
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ean Economic Co-operation which foreshadows imports in 


rep m North and Central America at 186-3 million dollars 


that year fro 


3 4 . . 
_ trade with other foreign countries is for the most part 
regulated by bilateral agreements some details of which are given at 


the end of this article. 


Import Licensing and Other Controls 


Sweden’s system of import licensing is very complicated. The 
Trade Commission (Handelskommission) was set up to issue licences, 
and this body in its turn refers applications to other Commissions 
which have been established to deal with technical details and specific 
sections of trade. ‘There are Commissions for Industry, Foodstuffs, 
Fuel, Pharmaceuticals and Medicines. It frequently occurs 
that whereas one Commission is in favour of granting a licence, 
another does not approve. Working parallel with the various 
Commissions is the Price Control Board which decides whether the 
price of an imported article is reasonable or not, and advises the 
Trade Commission accordingly. Where quotas are specified, each 
importer is informed through his trade association what his pro- 
portion will be. As regards textiles, imports are divided into three 
principal groups :—those for the textile industry ; those for the 
ready-made clothing industry ; and those for the textile wholesale 
and retail trade. The following general instruction was drawn up 
for the allocation of imports for the textile wholesale and retail 
trade :— 

Import licences were in principle to be granted to firms which 
during 1938 or 1946 were regular importers either in their capacities 
of wholesalers, retailers, or craftsmen in the textile trade, provided 
that the Trade Commission did not for any special reason find it 
necessary to alter this basis of allocation. 

Firms acting as agents which carry on business both as whole- 
salers and as agents were to be granted import licences only in direct 
proportion to their imports in their capacity as wholesalers. Quotas 
were to be based on the c.i.f. value of the importer’s total textile 
imports for 1938 or 1946 except in the case of oilcloth, linoleum 
or similar floor coverings. 

Licences are valid to the end of the current quarter in which 
they are issued plus a further period of six months, e.g., a licence 
issued in February would be valid for six months as from March 31. 
Licences can be renewed for a further period of six months provided 
that the prospective importer can produce proof that the transaction 
is still active. Special provision is made in the case of capital goods 
which require a longer delivery period ; licences in such cases 
can be issued for the delivery date specified, but the amount involved 
is deducted from the current year’s quota. All licences have to be 
registered at the Exchange Control within 60 days, and the right 
to make the necessary payment is immediately established with 
such registration. It is essential that United Kingdom exporters 
should ensure before executing orders that import licences have 
been obtained and that they have been registered at the Foreign 
Exchange Office. 


Price Control 


As regards price control, the general system is to establish ceiling 
prices for all main commodities, but as regards the United Kingdom 
It has been agreed that the Price Control Board will consider each 
individual ¢ase on its merits and that a product of a higher quality 


| would be allowed to carry a higher price than a product of a lower 


quality, even if both have the same technical specification. A high 
price for a high quality product does not, in itself, constitute a reason 
for refusal of an import licence, but the Price Control Board reserve 
the right to recommend the refusal of an import licence for goods 
the prices of which are considered to be excessive. A great deal 
of difficulty was created as regards United Kingdom textiles but this 
difficulty has now been removed, as the price control system no 
— applies to textiles except for sewing thread, linoleum, and 
yarns, 


Outlook for U.K. Exports 


As has been indicated above Sweden has in the past 18 months 
overspent her sterling earnings and has run through the balances 
she accumulated in the immediate post-war years. This has been 
the effect of the necessary diversion from the United States as a 
Source of supply and of the considerable success of the United 
5 ingdom export drive in the Swedish market. In consequence the 
wedish Import Programme for 1949 has been framed on a restrictive 
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basis. Many exporters who have developed their trade with Sweden 
in 1948 may find difficulties now in obtaining the necessary import 
licences, especially in the case of less-essential goods and goods 
which are available from Swedish sources. But these present 
restrictions are essential steps in the stabilization of Swedish economy. 
Swedish production and our own are to a great extent comple- 
mentary and it is expected that Sweden will, in the long term, remain 
a good and stable market for United Kingdom exporters. 


Sweden’s Trade Agreements 


AUSTRIA 

The total value of trade provided for in the 1949 agreement 
between Sweden and Austria is about Kr. 20 million in each direction. 
Swedish exports are to include fish, chemicals, iron and steel, ma- 
chinery, etc. and imports from Austria will consist largely of mag- 
nesite, pig iron, rolled wire, machinery, and textiles. 


ARGENTINA 

The trade agreement signed in November last provides for a total 
value of trade between Sweden and the Argentine amounting to 
between Kr. 350-450 million in 1949. Swedish exports will include 
pulp and paper, timber, iron and steel, machinery, electrical materials, 
and chemicals. Swedish imports are to include cereals, animal 
feeding stuffs, hides, wool, glycerine and casein. 


BELGIUM 

Swedish imports from Belgium under the Trade Agreement 
for 1949 will include commercial iron, machinery and chemicals. 
Swedish exports will consist chiefly of pig iron, timber products, 
iron and steel, tools, machinery, instruments and apparatus. The 
total value of trade in both directions is expected to amount to 
about Kr. 500 million compared with Kr. 530 million last year. 


BIZONIA 

Under an agreement signed in January 1949, Sweden undertook 
to import goods from Bizonia to the value of Kr. 223-2 million, 
Bizonia’s principal exports being coke, rolled iron and steel products, 
machinery, apparatus and instruments, chemicals and _ textiles. 
Sweden’s principal exports to Bizonia, to a total of Kr. 277 million, 
were iron ore and concentrates, food and agricultural products, 
chemicals, wood and timber manufactures, wood pulp, paper, high 
grade steel products and machinery, hardware, tools and instruments. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

The 1948 Trade Agreement has been extended to January 31, 
1950 and provides for additional trade up to a total value of Kr. 250 
million in both directions. Swedish exports are to include fish, 
iron ore, chemicals, machinery and electrical equipment, and imports 
from Czechoslovakia will include machinery, electrical fittings, 
optical instruments, glass and textiles. 


FRANCE 

Negotiations for a trade agreement for 1949 have so far proved 
inconclusive mainly owing to Sweden’s desire to restrict imports 
of French textiles, machinery and machine tools, and food products. 
Under the 1948 agreement, provision was made for Swedish exports 
to France, totalling Kr. 180 million, and imports from France 
amounting to about Kr. 230 million. 


DENMARK 

The trade agreement covering the period February 1, 1949- 
January 31, 1950, provides for Swedish exports to Denmark value 
Kr. 140 million and imports from Denmark value Kr. 127 million. 
The chief Swedish exports will include pig iron and rolled iron 
products, machinery, chemicals, paper and timber. Danish exports 
to Sweden will include meat, dairy produce, sugar, iron and steel 
products and machinery. 

FINLAND 

The 1948 agreement provided for Swedish exports to Finland 
value Kr. 53 million, including iron ore, iron and steel products, 
machinery, chemicals and telephone equipment. Imports from 
Finland were estimated at Kr. 59 million and were to consist chiefly 
of foodstuffs, timber, textiles and sanitary earthenware. No 
agreement for 1949 has yet been concluded. 

GERMANY (SOVIET ZONE) 

The current agreement covers trade between Sweden and the 
Soviet Zone value about Kr. 11 million * each direction. Sweden 
has undertaken to deliver fish, tanning extracts, cellulose paper and 
quality steel. Principal imports from the Soviet Zone will include 
potash, electrical equipment, machinery and optical instruments. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Swedish Trade—(Continued) 


ITALY 

The Swedish-Italian Trade Agreement covering 1948 has been 
extended until October 1, 1949. The value of trade in each 
direction will amount to about Kr.120 million. The more im- 
portant Swedish export items—textile and paper pulp, “ kraft ”’ 
paper and newsprint will be directly exchanged for deliveries from 
Italy of cotton yarn, cables, tyres and rayon and spun rayon textiles. 


YUGOSLAVIA 

The current agreement (valid until April 15, 1949) provides 
for Swedish exports to Yugoslavia of chemicals, cardboard and 
paper, iron and steel, electro-technical goods and machinery. Im- 
ports from Yugoslavia include maize, cattle cake, copper, lead, 
chemicals and hard woods. 


NETHERLANDS 

An agreement covering trade in 1949 between Sweden and the 
Netherlands has not yet been concluded. The 1948 agreement 
provided for total trade in both directions value about Kr. 515 
million. The chief Swedish exports were timber, iron ore and 
wallboard. Imports from the Netherlands consisted mainly of 
coke, pig iron and iron pipes and girders. 


NorRwAyY 

The new trade agreement provides for Swedish exports to Norway 
in 1949 amounting to about Sw. kr. 165 million and imports from 
Norway of about Sw. kr. 160 million. These figures indicate a total 
increase of about Sw. kr. 30 million in the value of trade compared 
with last year. 


POLAND 

The existing trade agreement (valid until April 30, 1949) provides 
for Polish exports to Sweden totalling Kr. 275 million and includes 
coal and coke, salt, textiles and electrical materials. Swedish exports 
value Kr. 145 million have been provided for and include iron ore, 
fish, wood pulp, machinery and horses. 


Soviet UNION 

Under the terms of the current trade agreement Sweden contracted 
to buy from the Soviet Union during the first half of 1948 goods value 
Kr. 40 million. The main items purchased were wheat, manganese 
ore, phosphorite, asbestos and potash. The value of goods actually 
delivered during the period January-June 1948 amounted to Kr. 23 
million. During the same period Sweden contracted to sell to Russia 
iron and steel products, bal] bearings, tungsten wire, cattle, waste 
paper and other products to a total value of Kr. 23 million. Actual 
deliveries, however, totalled only Kr. 7 million. 

Under the Kr. 1,000 million credit agreement, the Soviet Union is 
understood to have placed orders to a total value of about Kr. 300 
million up to December 31, 1948, but deliveries up to that date 
amounted to only about Kr. 60 million. 


SWITZERLAND 

The agreement at present in force covers the period May 1, 1948- 
April 30, 1950, and provides for total trade between Sweden and 
Switzerland of about Swiss fr. 410 million during this two-year period. 
The chief Swedish imports will be pharmaceutical products, textiles, 
clocks and watches. Swedish exports will consist mainly of 
traditional items. 


Anglo-Polish Quotas 


UNDER Article 7 of the Anglo-Polish Trade and Finance Agreement, 
the quotas for United Kingdom manufactures to be imported into 
Poland during 1949 came into operation on March 15. The individual 
items for which quotas were established appeared in the article 
“U.K. Exports to Poland under Trade and Financial Agreement,”’ 
published in the Board of Trade Journal of January 29 (page 207). 


Anglo-Portuguese Trade Talks 


TRADE and financial discussions between delegations representing 
Portugal and the United Kingdom have been taking place in Lisbon 
over the last three weeks. 

The United Kingdom Delegation has now returned to London for 
consultations, and it is hoped that a satisfactory programme of trade 
and payments will shortly be agreed. 
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Trade With Germany 


AS a result of discussions between a Delegation from the 

Western Zones of Germany and a Delegation of United Kk; 
officials, agreement has been reached on the probable course of 
between Western Germany and the Sterling Area during the fy 
six months of 1949. 





Main Commodities 


The two Delegations have examined the imports which the three 
Western Zones will probably require during the period from thy 
Sterling Area. These are in the main raw materials, such as raw cotton, 
cotton and cotton yarn waste, raw wool, wool rags and wool waste 
and noils, various fibres, horse and cattle hair, bristles, china and by! 
clay, hides (wet and dry salted) and tanning materials, rubber an{ 
rubber scrap, non-ferrous metals, industrial oils and fats and fat 
acids, tropical hardwoods, essential oils, various waxes and gum 
shellac and shellac raw materials, natural resins, dried and frozen 
animal organs, crude drugs and alkaloids and various other drugs 
dyewoods, casein, plastic scrap (chiefly film waste and polyviny! 
chloride scrap), polyvinyl chloride polymer and a limited quantity of 
miscellaneous chemicals. Certain quantities of tea and of coo 
beans are included. In addition, the Western Zones expect to pur. 
chase textile and other machinery and parts and limited quantitis 
of manufactured and semi-manufactured goods, in particular, mis. 
cellaneous textiles, clothing, shoes, tarpaulins, etc., wool, cotton and 
flax yarns, periodicals and printed matter, sheepskins, side leather 
leather scraps and belting leather, bone and skin glue, beef casing, 
cinematograph equipment, electric bulbs, primary batteries (dry), 
radio equipment, sound reproducing and recording apparatus and 
components, hearing aids, etc., and small quantities of miscellaneous 
foodstuffs and other goods. 


The probable imports into the United Kingdom from Westem 
Germany were also reviewed; the main items are ferrous scrap, 
timber, machinery and miscellaneous goods for industry including 
chemicals and textiles for finishing for re-export, chiefly to the 
Colonies. In addition, small quantities of finished goods and con- 
sumer goods, of which the main item is wine, are to be imported 
from Western Germany. 


Imports into the Colonies from Western Germany will consist 
mainly of finished textiles and certain quantities of consumer goods, 


A new procedure for imports into the three Western Zones wa 
announced in February (see article on page 429 of the Board of Trad 
Journal of February 26). The Joint Export Import Agency have not 
yet published information about the range of goods to which the new 
procedure will apply, but it is probable that some of the goods men- 
tioned above will be imported under the new procedure; others wil 
continue to be bought centrally through the Joint Export Impor 
Agency. Exporters are, therefore, advised to get in touch with likely 
German importers without delay with a view to clarifying the method 
of purchase appropriate for the goods in which they are interested. 
In case of difficulty, exporters are advised to write to the Verwaltung- 
samt fur Wirstschaft, 64 Bruningstrasse, Hoechst, Frankfurt-an- 
Main, and to the Joint Export Import Agency, 498 H.Q., C.CG. 
(B.E.), Frankfurt-am-Main, B.A.O.R. 21. The United Kingdom 
Commercial Representative in Frankfurt will also be glad to give 
exporters all the assistance in his power. 


The new agreement deals with the period January to June, 1949. 
As the time is short, firms are recommended to make their offers a 
soon as possible. 


Shipping 

Voyage chartering of German vessels by residents of the United 
Kingdom and of United Kingdom vessels by residents of the 
Western Zones of Germany, and the booking of liner space in ships 
of the two countries, were considered, and it has been agreed that 
chartering and space bookings should be governed by normal com 
mercial considerations. Agents in the United Kingdom of Germ 
vesse!s and agents in the Western Zones of Germany of United 
Kingdom vessels will be permitted upon application to maintall 
accounts in the currency of the territory in which they are carrying 
on business for the receipt of freights collected locally and the pay- 
ment of local disbursements, the net balances to be repatriated from 
time to time. These arrangements are subject to review after Juss 
1949, in the light of experience gained. 
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Market for British Hosiery and Knitwear in Latin America 


HE report of a mission to Latin America undertaken by the 
nd Knitwear Export Group of Great Britain has now 


i a 
Eee cublished. Written by two members of the Mission, Mr. 
L, R. Allen and Mr. John A. Turnbull, the report gives details of 


markets for British hosiery and knitwear in Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Chile, with general notes on selling and sales promotion, and hints 
to business men who wish to visit the countries mentioned. Three 
appendices give a list of retail establishments, retail selling prices and 
import duties for the countries which the Mission visited, and the 
itinerary of the tour. 

Below are excerpts from the Report which has been circulated to 
members of the Group. Copies are available from the Hosiery and 
Knitwear Export Group of Great Britain, 32 Savile Row, London, 
W.l, which has a membership of approximately 500 firms and is the 
recognized export organization for the hosiery and knitwear industry. 
It was set up in 1940 at the request of the Board of Trade. 

Before 1939 a small but steady market for British knitwear existed in 
the four countries—Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Chile—visited by 
the Mission, which, under normal conditions, could have expected 
considerable expansion. Conditions to-day have seriously changed. 
With supplies cut off from outside sources in two wars, Latin America 
was forced to develop its own manufactures. More important, the 
political attitude in all these countries now shows a determination to 
industrialize, to develop and protect their subsidiary industries, which 
will have a marked effect on future trade relations for all time. 


Lands of Opportunity 


Potentially one of the richest continents, South America is under- 
going a period of evolutionary change which, while it is accelerated by 
new scientific knowledge and the use of modern machinery, is com- 
parable with that of the United States some 50 years ago. ‘These are 
lands of opportunity, in spite of some temporary difficulties. The 
development which the Mission noted was quite remarkable, and in the 
drift westwards from Europe of capital equipment, skilled management 
and labour, lies a force which will profoundly affect Britain’s future 
prospects. 

In none of these countries does a long-term trade agreement with 
Britain exist, although negotiations are proceeding in some cases. All 
the four countries are now short of foreign exchange and the result has 
been a system of licensing grading different commodities for import in 
order of essentiality, in which fully manufactured goods come far 
down the scale and no separate category for hosiery exists at all. Up 
to July last year, a trickle of licences was issued, but to-day they are 
becoming more and more difficult, if not impossible, to obtain. 

Before the Mission started the general situation was well known, 
and its main object was not so much to obtain information of style, 
design and price categories, etc., which would assist the British manu- 
facturer in suiting lines of goods to the market, as to remind importers 
of the claims British knitwear had to a share of their small semi-luxury 
quotas in markets which for obvious reasons had remained unvisited 
by private manufacturers for a number of years. The Report pays 
tribute to the support it received from official and commercial circles 
in the countries visited. 

So far as knitted goods are concerned, all four countries are virtually 
self-supporting. In fact, Argentina, and to a less extent Brazil actually 
have an exportable surplus, although reliable figures are unobtainable. 
The quality of local production is low, however, and is likely to remain 
so while machinery is in short supply, and until the operatives have 
had more experience. The Mission noted that in almost all cases 
local production costs are in excess of British landed prices, though the 
quality and workmanship of local articles is inferior. 

No opportunity exists at all, in the opinion of the Mission, for the 
lower types of British production. This market is more than 
adequately covered by domestic sources. ‘This applies also to fully 
fashioned and seamless hose, with the exception of Nylon, although 
domestic production is inferior and imports from the United States 
have had to be curtailed owing to dollar shortage. A well-made article 

would certainly command attention, however, if foreign exchange were 
available. 
an> a crying need for all high-quality products as and when the 
aan 2 improves. I he Mission found there was no need to 
iideiee ize the quality of British manufactures, for in all the large 
umber of stores and retail shops they visited the unanimous opinion 





was that British quality was unsurpassable, and in the better-class 
shops the need for it was urgent. 

Conditions in these countries alter almost from day to day, and the 
Report therefore aims only at painting a broad picture of conditions in 
general, and at giving such information to members of the export group 
to enable them to plan, when the time comes, their personal efforts in 
these markets. 

For the moment, the Report says, traders are experiencing diffi- 
culties, but the demand is real and substantial ; conditions may change 
in the near future or not for years. But, whatever the period, no one 
in the British hosiery and knitwear trade making high class articles can 
afford to ignore Latin America as a market. Its day will come, and the 
Mission was convinced that eventually it will prove as fruitful a field 
as its prosperous Northern neighbour. 

Notes on the individual market requirements of the different centres 
visited which will be of interest to all manufacturers of hosiery and 
knitwear are as follows :— 


Brazil Wants British Knitwear 


Sales of knitted goods in Brazil are almost entirely of cotton, except 
for the fashionable section of the community from which there is a 
strong demand for ribbed wool socks, cashmere and fine wool outer- 
wear, and some fully fashioned wool underwear. 

For the men’s market no divergencies from British styles are 
required. ‘There is no demand for heavyweight garments. Socks are 
predominantly lisle, but wool is also in good demand. Some bold 
striped designs would be popular, but the majority of imported goods 
are sold to consumers who wish to dress in British fashion. Propor- 
tion of short socks is only about 25 per cent. 

Brazilian women are generally shorter, more full chested and with 
smaller feet than British women. Average chest size is 38 inches and 
very few shops stock above the 94 inch stockings and ankle socks. 

** New Look ”’ London length is almost universal, and some estab- 
lishments prefer jerseys and cardigans 1 inch longer than normal to fit 
the lower waistline. Styles are chiefly classic. Jumpers are mainly 
sold with round necks and cardigans with high neckline. A high 
proportion of women wear slacks for all forms of sport. 

In May 1948 the Export and Import Department of the Bank of 
Brazil, which controls these matters for the Government, made an 
order prohibiting the import of all consumer goods except under 
licence. On account of the licence situation the Mission saw no goods 
of European origin. Retail shops in Rio de Janeiro are plentiful but, 
in the main, small. At every establishment which the Mission visited 
they were met with the story that licences for knitted goods were in 
every case refused, either on the grounds that they were of a luxury 
character, or that comparable goods were available from domestic 
production. 

There is no doubt of the desire for British knitwear—probably 
sharpened by the prohibitions—on account of the better quality for 
approximately the same price and the fact that the goods can stand a 
higher mark up. ‘The Mission found that mark ups of 200 to 300 per 
cent. were quite common on the few imported goods left. 

The value of general consumer promotion was stressed by a store 
executive in Sao Paulo, who instanced the good work which the Irish 
Linen Guild had done to promote Irish linen for the benefit of its 
members. ‘The Report says it is open to consideration that in coun- 
tries where sales prospects would preclude manufacturers from 
undertaking the cost of individual advertising, some similar promotion 
scheme would not be worth while for the whole, or sections of, the 
hosiery industry. 


Traditional Styles for Argentina 


In the Argentine only a trickle of import licences was being granted 
—less than 1 per cent. of the demand. 

Internal spending capacity is high. Demand for traditional styled 
British knitwear and half-hose is very considerable. Anything 
labelled ‘‘ Made in England”’ or ‘‘ Made in Scotland ”’ sells well. 

Tariffs mean little on high priced merchandise. Purchase (or sales) 
tax is to be increased soon, but at 8 per cent. will not affect the issue. 
A high mark up is necessary on imported goods to keep prices above 
those of local production. The local knitting industry has improved 
considerably but is concentrating on quantity and paying no attention 
to details. It is well behind with deliveries. Customers are tired of 
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lack of variety of domestic goods, apart from poor quality and bad 
finish. Fibres include only cross-bred wool, cotton, lisle and spun 
rayon and some Angora. 

Local socks are invariably seamless. There are a very few full 
fashioned copies of British designs, but they are of poor texture and 
finish. ‘The most popular shades are brown, blue and maroon. 

Almost invariably all buying is done in Buenos Aires, but four other 
centres are becoming increasingly important—Mar del Plata, Rosario, 
Mendoza and Cordoba, and when trade improves they should be 
visited if only to establish local contacts. 


Agents Should Live in Uruguay 


Imports into Uruguay are placed in several categories according to 
essentiality. Category C embraces all goods of a luxury character 
and includes hosiery. 

There is a considerable local knitwear industry manufacturing up to 
medium quality goods, which covers the needs of the population. 
Prices are usually higher than comparable imports. 

The capital of Montevideo is probably the only place worth visiting 
from the commercial standpoint, although a number of seaside resorts 
are developing into large centres as a result of the tourist trade. 

From talks with various executives of large stores and others the 
following points emerged :— 

There is a big demand for imported knitwear of all types if licences 
are procurable. The most important are knitted outerwear of woo 
and cashmere for men and women in English styles, wool underwear 
for men, ribbed wool socks, full length, and lisle socks of which 25 per 
cent. taken in short socks. ‘There is no demand for knitted gloves, 
although lace stitch cotton gloves sell for formal wear. 

Locally made merchandise is well styled and coloured, although of 
inferior quality and finish. 

Goods for the summer season should be shipped in August and for 
the winter season in December or January. Usually there is a hold up 
of one month at the Customs. 

Bright sunlight makes pale colours and pastel shades unattractive. 
Green is not popular. Brown and beiges are selling well at present, 
and there is a tendency to use purple. Women particularly are very 
sensitive to fashion changes and the population is very clothes 
conscious. ‘The population as a whole spends more on dress than 
normal. 

The ‘‘ New Look ’”’ of moderate proportions in the London style 
has taken on fax more than at home and outerwear style to suit the 
lower waist (approximately 1 inch) and full hips is a necessity. Some 
flat knitted jackets were made with rib waist and long and full over 
the hips. 

Except for the top end Uruguay is not wool conscious in socks. The 
bulk of local production is lisle or cotton, ribbed and fancy, with fair 
proportion of ankle socks. 

The general level of prosperity in Uruguay is high, but has reached 
its peak. The cost of living is much lower than in Brazil and the 
Argentine, but it is steadily rising. 

Retail establishments all said that they did not like import business 
handled by agents from Buenos Aires. Their complaint was that 
commissions are earned in Uruguay and spent in Argentina, and that 
they do not get sufficient attention. They feel that agents’ rare visits 
usually have a way of developing into the business-cum-pleasure 
variety. 


No Luxury Imports for Chile 


A system of import licensing graded in order of essentiality was 
introduced by the Chilean Government in 1947, but all imports of 
luxury goods are prohibited and it is likely that this position will 
remain for at least the next two Budgets. 

There are 220 knitting mills in Chile, which make her self-support- 
ing for essential garments, but the quality and volume are very low. 
The moneyed classes, seeking better garments, frequently fly to Buenos 
Aires to do their shopping. 

The Mission say that, at present, Chile is not worth visiting from the 
commercial point of view until conditions change, and this may not be 
so long as it appears at present. There is a substantial demand for 
good knitwear if supplies could be made available. 


Sales Promotion 


In some general notes on selling and sales promotion, the Report 
makes the following points :— 


Packaging 


Expensive presentation is neither necessary nor desired for these 
markets, partly because the elaborate “‘ get ups,” popular in the States, 
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have not penetrated to any considerable extent further south, and ey 
minor additions to cost would reduce the volume of hosiery availabe 
on a very limited licence, but chiefly because the duties on the maigr: 
of knitted garments are levied by weight nett, i.e. including insid 
wrappings. All such additions as boxes, swing tickets, ribbons, gt; 2 
etc., are included for duty and goods, therefore, are usually despatched 
in thin papers, the minimum necessary to ensure their arrival in first. 
class condition. 


Composition of the garment must be stated on invoices, but not o 
the garment itself. The one essential is the woven label or transfer 
testifying to its English or Scottish origin. Some British firms are 
well known by their house name or trade mark, but all retailers find 
the British label a strong selling point. 


Representation 


The volume of trade which could be exported now or in the neg 
future would scarcely justify any hosiery firm setting up its own selling 
organization in any of these countries, local wholesale houses deal 
chiefly with domestic goods and while a few well-known retail estab. 
lishments have confirming houses in London, the bulk of buying js 
done on the spot. 


In the opinion of the Mission the best method of selling is the 
employment of a local agent working on a commission basis, backed by 
frequent visits from principals of the manufacturing firm. 

A thorough knowledge of the language and customs of the country 
is essential to success and is in fact far more important than any 
technical knowledge of the industry. 


Owing to import restrictions, agents can seldom specialize and now 
handle a wide variety of goods, seldom even limited to textiles. But 
men with good connections are available and the Commercial Depart. 
ments of British Embassies, who have taken a keen interest in this 
branch of their activities are well qualified to make recommendations, 


Advertising 


Under the present severe import restrictions the value of a direct 
appeal to the consumer would be lost before advantage could be taken 
of any stimulation of demand and it is indeed questionable whether 
the volume of business to be expected under more favourable con- 
ditions would justify such expenditure on the part of individual firms. 
As noted earlier in this Report, however, a planned prestige campaign 
undertaken on behalf of sections or the whole of the better-class end of 
the industry is worthy of consideration and might indeed produce a 
marked effect on future import policy. 


The Mission found that buyers who need imported goods take more 
interest in the wide variety of British export journals, available with 
Portuguese and Spanish text, than in the productions of the local press. 
It should be realized that demand for British goods is based not only 
on the fact that quality is better but because they are British styles. 


Direct mail advertising by concise illustrated folders would com- 
mand attention, and it is worth noting in the case of Brazil that though 
in most cases Spanish is understood, Portuguese would have a more 
favourable reception. 


High British Prestige 


Few who have not visited South America can realize the high scale 
of living attained in the principal cities ; the enjoyment of a standard 
comparable, in all but textiles, only with the United States of America 
is indeed reserved for a favoured class, but their numbers are so con- 
siderable that, given the opportunity, the countries visited would 
rank high in the list of markets for better-quality goods and with their 
vast natural resources and increasing industrialization must eventually 
become still more important. 


Nowhere in the world does the prestige of British hosiery manufac- 
turers stand higher. The urge is for goods that look British, weat 
British and are British, and little or no adaptation is required to catef 
for their needs. 


In terms of mass production the gross turnover can never be large; 
but steady demand is certain and it can provide a not unworthy con 
tribution to Britain’s currency position in goods where labour costs 
far outweigh the price of raw material. 

The Mission was welcomed as a sign of the direct interest of British 
hosiery manufacturers in these markets. It has stiffened the resolve 
agents and retailers alike to continue their struggle for existence. 
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Information for United Kingdom Exporters 


RIEF details are given below of overseas enquiries for United 
Bykingdom products, contracts open for tender, reports on com- 

mercial conditions abroad, export trade openings, etc., which 
have been issued by the Commercial Relations and Exports Depart- 
ment (Industries Branches) of the Board of Trade to subscribers 
to the Special Register Service of Information. 

The subscription to the Information Service is £1 10s. Od. a year 
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and membership is open to United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters. 


Intending subscribers can obtain a copy of any partjcular Special 
Circular listed and a membership application form from the Com- 
mercial Relations and Exports Department (Industries Branches), 
Room 1116, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Calls for Tenders 


Dynamometer Set 


The State Electricity and Telephone Works at Montevideo, 
Unguay, are calling for tenders for the supply of :— 

One dynamometer set for testing electric meters, 1 to 10 h.p. with 
yelocities between 700 and 3,000 revolutions per minute, and 5 to 
25 h.p. with velocities between 400 and 1,500 r.p.m. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders in Uruguay is May 9, 
1949, at 4 p.m. 

Three specimen copies of the specification (No. 3085/49) in Spanish 
are available at the Commerical Relations and Exports Department 
(Industries Branch), Room 3088, (Ex. 3076), Thames House (North), 
Millbank, London, S.W.1. One copy will be retained in the Depart- 
ment for inspection by representatives of United Kingdom firms. 'The 
remaining two copies will be available for loan to United Kingdom 
firms, in order of application. 

Attention is drawn to the necessity, under Uruguayan law, for 
tenders to be presented to State or Municipal bodies by duly 
accredited local agents. ‘The agent must see that the tender conforms 
exactly with the conditions, for instance, it is presented in Spanish 
and that measures are given in metric weights. He must be prepared 
to make a deposit to guarantee the fulfilment of the tender. 

The Commercial Relations and Exports Department endeavours 
to suggest suitable agents to United Kingdom firms who are not already 
represented in Uruguay. 

It would be appreciated if firms would notify the Department, 
Room 3088, of any action which they may take in this matter. In 
any communication with the Department, reference number 
CRE. (I.B.) 7697/49 should be quoted. 


Pumping Sets 

The National Waterworks Department at Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
has issued a call for tenders No. 40.745 LP/945 for the following 
equipment required for San Juan :— 

Item 1: 3 electric pumping sets with vertical shaft, consisting of 
centrifugal pump for clean water with sufficient capacity to raise 
300 cubic metres per hour to a maximum height of 26 metres and 
minimum of 18 metres. 

Item 2: 2 electric pumping sets with vertical shaft, consisting of 
centrifugal pump for muddy water, for removal of waste, of sufficient 
capacity to raise 350 cubic metres per hour to an average height of 
3 metres and maximum height of 8 metres. 

Item 3: 1 control low tension on switchboard. 

Item 4: 1 control low tension switchboard. 

Item 5: 1 travelling gantry, plate girder type, to run the length of 
the shed where the electric pumps are to be installed ; the rails of 
the bridge are to be of semi-hard steel ; entirely hand-operated by 
means of endless chains operated from the machine room floor and 
with a lifting and carrying capacity of 2,000 kilogrammes. 

The closing date for the lodging of tenders is April 22, 1949. 

A copy of the specifications, drawings and conditions of tender 
(all in Spanish) is available for inspection at the Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department (Industries Branches), Room 3088, Thames 
House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone: VICtoria 
940, Ext. 3077). Reference No. C.R.E. I.B: 8518/49 should be quoted. 

Interested United Kingdom firms are reminded that local repre- 
sentation is essential for the purpose of the submission of tenders. 


Mobile Cranes 


The Directorate of Supplies of the Argentine Ministry of Public 
orks has issued a call for tenders (No. 1520) for four mobile cranes. 
: he following is a brief description of the cranes :— 
tem 1: 2 mobile cranes driven by diesel motors with jibs 9 metres 
ong for lifting up to 7,000 kilogrammes, built to turn in a full circle, 


mounted on steel chassis with pneumatic wheels. 

Item 2: 2 mobile cranes exactly similar to the foregoing but with 
jibs 7-30 metres long approximately. 

The closing date for the lodging of tenders is March 31. 

A copy of the specifications and conditions of tender (in Spanish) 
is available for inspection by representatives of interested United 
Kingdom manufacturers at the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department (Industries Branch), Board of Trade, Room 1095, 
Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone : 
VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3065.) Reference C.R.E. (I.B.) 8533/1949 should 
be quoted. 

Interested United Kingdom firms are reminded that local repre- 
sentation is essential for the purpose of the submission of tenders. 


Machine Tools 


The Minister (Commercial) to H.M. Embassy at Buenos Aires, 
reports that the Ferrocarril Nacional General Belgrano (the Argentine 
State Railways) have issued a call for tenders No. O.C. 51/48 Ax. 36 
for the following :— 

(1) 1 rapid drilling machine with three speeds, driven by alternating 

three-phase motor of 220/380 volts, 50 periods. 

(2) 1 shaping machine 350 mm., with electric motor for alternating 

current 220/380 volts, 50 periods. 

(3) 1 high speed precision lathe with motor for three-phase alter- 

nating current 220/380 volts, 50 periods, the lathe to have 
1,500 mm. between points and a total length of 2,500 mm. and 
width of 280 mm.; together with a set of chucks and other 
accessories. 

(4) 3 universal chucks for lathes. 

(5) 6 special steel chucks. 

The closing date for the lodging of tenders is May 5, 1949. 

A copy of the specification and conditions of tender (in Spanish) is 
available for inspection at the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department (Industries Branch), Room 3086, Thames House 
(North), Millbank, S.W.1. (Telephone: VICtoria 9040.  Ext.: 
3047.) Reference C.R.E. (1.B.) 8535/49 should be quoted. Interested 
United Kingdom firms are reminded that local representation is essen- 
tial for the purpose of submitting tenders. 


Transformers and Bushings 


The Salisbury (Southern Rhodesia) City Council has issued a call 
for tenders (Specification No. $.52/49) for :— 

6 500 kVA. three-phase double-wound 11,000/380 volts 50 cycles 
ON cooled outdoor transformers. 
18 300 kVA. ditto. 

100 Outdoor type porcelain bushings suitable for an 11 kV. un- 

earthed system for use through steel partitions. 

100 indoor type ditto. 

Tenders must reach the Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, before April 12, 1949. 

A copy of the full specification and tender documents is available 
for inspection by representatives of interested United Kingdom 
manufacturers at C.R.E. Dept. (I.B.), Board of Trade, Thames 
House (North), Room 1073, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone: 
VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068.) Reference No. C.R.E. (I.B.) 8489/49 
should be quoted. 


Electric Motors and Switchboard 
The Argentine National Water Department (Administracion General 
de Obras Sanitarias de la Nacion) have issued a call for tenders 
(No. 40.335 LP/948) for :— 
Two asynchronous, three-phase, horizontal shaft, slip ring, 
drip-proof, roller bearing electric motors, for 50 cycles, 3 x 380 volts, 
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synchronous speed 1,500 revs. per min., 75 h.p. (55 kw). The 

starter is to be hand operated, with oil-cooled resistance. 

One screened switchboard, preferably of cast iron, with switch- 
gear to control the incoming supply and the feeder to each electric 
pump. 

The closing date for the lodging of tenders is April 4. 

A copy of the full specification and tender documents (in Spanish) 
is available for inspection by representatives of interested United 
Kingdom manufacturers at C.R.E. Dept. (I.B.), Board of Trade, 
Thames House (North), Room 1073, Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
(Telephone: VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068.) Reference No. C.R.E. 
(1.B.) 8537/49 should be quoted. 


Switch and Fuse Gear 


The Salisbury (Southern Rhodesia) City Council has issued a call for 
tenders (No. S. 56/49) for the supply and delivery of switch and fuse 
gear for use in transformer sub-stations. Oil circuit breakers, rec- 
tifier units, ringmain isolator units and fuse units are included in 
the list of requirements. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders is April 12, 1949. 

A copy of the full specification and tender documents is available 
for inspection by representatives of interested United Kingdom 
manufacturers at C.R.E. Dept. (I.B.), Board of Trade, Thames 
House (North), Room 1073, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone : 
VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068.) Reference No. C.R.E. (1.B.) 8673/49 
should be quoted. 


Switchboard Material 


The First Secretary (Commercial) to H.M. Embassy at Montevideo 


Export Opportunities, 
Afghanistan 
Enquiry for equipment for an Engineering Corps (lathes, milling 
shaping, drilling and planing machines, bandsaws, and 2 50-kw. diesel 
and petrol generating sets with switchboards). (Ref. : C1989.) 
Australia 


Enquiry for cotton yarns, piece-goods, men’s, women’s and boys’ 
hose. (Ref.: C1959.) 

Enquiry for supply of low priced tie materials (preferably rayon 
qualities). (Ref.: C1983.) 

Enquiry for glass tail lamp lens. (Ref. : C1999.) 
Belgium 


Second International Exhibition for Belgian Laundry Industry to 
be held at Antwerp, Sept. 9-12 and Sept. 16-18, 1949. (Ref. : C1994.) 


British West Indies 


Enquiry for tickets for coin-operated weighing machines. 
C1986.) 


Burma 


(Ref. : 


Commodity report on paints (Amendment). (Ref. : C1778A.) 


Canada 


United Kingdom display for Canadian farmers. 

Enquiry for chamois interlining. (Ref. : C1972.) 

Report on United Kingdom Engineering Mission to Canada 
(availability of copies). (Ref.: C1741A.) 

Ontario Hotels Associations Convention (note regarding exhibition 
to be held on Jan. 16-18, 1950). (Ref. : C1985.) 


Enquiry for small processing plant for fish. (Ref. : C1987.) 


(Ref. : C1964.) 


Canada and Newfoundland 


Market possibilities for sparkling cider and champagne perry. 


(Ref. : C1960.) 
Chile 

Agency for diesel engines, diesel generating sets, motor pumps, 
hand tools and small type motor car. (Ref.: C 1966.) 


Cape Verde Islands 


Agency enquiry for various commodities (cotton piece-goods, too Is 
crockery, cooking utensils, etc.). (Ref. : C1969.) 


Ecuador 
Enquiry for tanning, leather and shoe-making machinery, shoe- 
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has reported that the Administracion General de las Us 
y los Telefonos del Estado is calling for tenders for 
electrical material for low tension switchboards, com 


inas Electriog 
the supply of 
prising :— 
(1) 685 three-pole plate cut-out switches. 

(2) 10,580 fuse plates for (1). 

(3) 685 three-pole lever switches. 

The tenders are to be opened on May 10, at 4 p.m. 


Three copies of the specification in Spanish (No. 3086/49) a 
available at the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations and Expors 
Department (Industries Branch), Room 1074, Thames House (North) 
Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone : VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3006.) 
One of these will be retained for inspection by representatives ¢j 
United Kingdom firms; the remaining two copies will be loaned to 
firms in order of application. Reference No. C.R.E. (I.B.) 7698149 
should be quoted. 


Attention is drawn to the necessity under Uruguayan law of tenders 
being presented to State or municipal bodies by accredited |ocq| 
agents. The agent must see that the tender complies with the con. 
ditions set forth, that it is presented in Spanish, that weights anj 
measures are given in metric units when required, etc. The agent 
must also be prepared to make a deposit to guarantee the fulfilmen: 
of the tender. 


The Commercial Relations and Exports Department can, of course. 
through its overseas representatives, assist firms to obtain agents in 
countries where they are not represented. 


It would be appreciated if firms would inform the Department of 
any action taken as a result of this notice. 
Market Surveys, Ete. 


makers’ tools, threads, polishing wax, etc.). (Ref. : C1961.) 


Regulations on the awarding of Government contracts. 
MAR 238.) 


Egypt 
Enquiry for leathercloth. (Ref. : C1963.) 


Germany 


(Ref. : 


Enquiry from E.E.S. (United States Forces purchasing agency) for 
lightweight cycles and tricycles. (Ref. : C1975.) 

Procedure of Trade with Germany, German Exports. Amendment ( 
to Part I. (Ref.: MAR 38C.) 

Procedure of Trade with Germany, German Imports. 
ment C to Part II. (Ref.: MAR 59C.) 


Hong Kong 

Enquiry for various textiles, ready-made goods for men’s wear 
plastic belting and other articles of plastic composition. (Ref.: 
C1993.) 


Indonesia 


Amend- 


Representation of United Kingdom motor vehicle firms. (Ref.: 
C1962.) 


India 


Agency enquiry for machine tools (lathes, shapers, power presses and 
drilling machines). (Ref. : C1973.) 

Enquiry for vegetable parchment. (Ref. : C1980.) . 

Commodity report on 16 mm. sound cinema projectors in Westem 
India. (Ref. : C1981.) 

Enquiry for particulars of non-traditional permanent houses. 
(Ref. : C1982.) 

Note on radio industry. (Ref. : C1990.) 


Establishment of Higher Technical Institute request for literature | 
from United Kingdom suppliers of chemical and physical laboratories, f 


workshops and lecture rooms, metal and woodworking machinery, 
laboratory and scientific equipment, textbooks and manuals an 


materials such as litmus paper, rubber tubing, etc. (Ref. : C1992.) F 


Economic Report, January 1949. (Ref.: MAR 235.) 
Netherlands West Indies 


Enquiry for calculating machines (simple adding and subtracting f 


machines). (Ref. : C1974.) 

Agency enquiry for bicycles, motor cycles, cotton piece-goods 
sheets, pillow cases, linen manufactures, biscuits, smoked, salted and 
dried fish, bathroom fittings, etc. (Ref.: C1976.) 


(Continued on next pos 
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Information for U.K. Exporters—(Continued) 
Pakistan 


Enquiry for woollen and worsted piece-goods, woollen and cotton 
mixture suitings, woollen and cotton blankets and all kinds of cotton 
textiles. (Ref. : C1979.) 

Agency enquiry for machine tools. (Ref. : C1965). ' 

Commodity report on domestic refrigerators and general refrigera- 
ting plant. (Ref. : C1968.) 


Peru 
Enquiry for gilt buttons of various sizes. (Ref. : C1995.) 


South Africa 

Agency enquiry for cotton and rayon waste. (Ref. : C1978.) 
Siam 

Enquiry for soap-making equipment. (Ref. : C1984.) 


Switzerland 
Agency enquiry for wool serge. (Ref. : C1970.) 


Uruguay 
Regulations on the awarding of Government Contracts. 
MAR 238.) 


United States of America 

Enquiry for hand-carved mirror frames. (Ref. : C1967.) 

Note with regard to sizes of rainwear. (Ref. : C1991.) 

Enquiry for fine mesh wire cloth made from monel and phosphor 
bronze. (Ref. : C1996.) 


(Ref. : 





Enquiry for various accessories and apparatus for X-ray work 


(X-ray fluoroscopic screens, intensifying screens, lead glass, stationary 
grids, diaphragms and flashed opal glass.) (Ref. : C1997.) 

Enquiry for lightweight motor cycles (up to 350 cc.) and accessories. 
(Ref. : C2001.) 


Italy 
Manufacturing Surtax on Textile Yarns & Sugar Amended 


HIS MAJESTY’S REPRESENTATIVE at Rome reports the 
publication of Law No. 7 of February 18, 1949, which converts into 
law, with certain modifications, Decree Law No. 1427 of December 20, 
1948. The latter altered the rates of the Manufacturing Surtax on 


beer, oils from seeds and textile yarns, as reported in the Board of | 


Trade Journal of March 5, pages 490 and 492. 


As a result of the modifications made by Law No. 7, the items under 


the heading ‘‘ Yarns’’ in the notice referred to above should be 
amended as follows :— 

Item (1) to read: ‘‘ For every kilogram of yarn of cotton alone, or 
of artificial staple fibre alone, or of waste or regenerated artificial 
fibrer or of hemp flock alone, or of cotton in intimate mixture with 
artificial fibre (staple fibre, waste or regenerated) or with hemp flock, 
measuring.” The rates of the tax are unchanged. A note is added 


that this item covers yarns of the descriptions indicated even if they | 


contain wool in a proportion of not more than 5 per cent. 
Item (4) to read: ‘‘ For wool yarn, or yarn of wool, in a proportion 


greater than 5 per cent., intimately mixed with other fibres, measuring | 


per kilogram : 
Up to 20,000 metres—7 lire for each thousand metres. 
More than 20,000 metres—8 lire for each thousand metres. 
Fractions greater than 500 metres are rounded off in thousands 
for the purpose of payment of the tax. 
Item (9) is deleted. 
Items (11) A to D inclusive are deleted but E stands. 


Item (12) relates to twisted yarns under items (1), (2), (4) and (11) | 


E only. 

The previous notice also reported an alteration in the Manufacturing 
Surtax on certain forms of sugar, effected by Decree Law No. 1419 
of December 14, 1948, which was converted into law by Law No. 23 
of February 12, 1949. This alteration represents not an increase as 
Previously indicated, but a decrease in the tax on these forms of sugar, 
in order to bring them into line with ordinary sugar and sugar products 
on which, although the rate of Manufacturing Surtax is unchanged, 
the previous Additional Tax, imposed by legislative decree No. 1286 
of November 25, 1947, has been suppressed. But though the tax is 
reduced, yet sugar imported into Italy must be sold at a price not less 
than that fixed for nationally-produced sugar and the difference 
between the landed cost of foreign sugar and the fixed sale price must 
be paid to the Exchequer. 
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External Seaborne Trade of India for April 
to September 1948 


TATISTICS of the external seaborne trade of India summarized 

in the following tables relate for the half-year ending September 30, 

1948, to divided India, and include the seaborne trade of india 
with Pakistan. ‘The greater part of the trade between the Dominions 
is, of course, landborne. The statistics have been forwarded by the 
United Kingdom Trade Commissioner in India. 

The figures also relate for the greater part of the corresponding 
period of 1947-48 to undivided India. As explained in the last 
quarterly report published in the Board of Trade Journal on October 23, 
1948 (page 809), the process of division between India and Pakistan 
began to take effect after July 31, 1947, with the result that from 
August 1, 1947, the foreign trade of the Sind Province of Pakistan 
was excluded and from August 15—the date of partition—that of 
East Bengal. The seaborne trade of India with Pakistan during 
August and September 1947 is not included. 

The distinction between private merchandise and Government 
stores has now been abolished ; both categories are included in the 
figures for 1947-48 and 1948-49. 

Approximate figures have been included for food grain imports 
(which though not fully included in published returns have been 
separately announced from time to time) in so far as they are available. 
They are not fully available for instance according to individual 
countries of origin. 

For purposes of conversion a rate of exchange of one rupee=1s. 6d. 
has been taken and the conversions are accordingly only approximate. 
The figures are correct only to the nearest crore. 

The total trade of India, including for both years Government 
stores and food grains imports, is shown in the following table :-— 














Half-year | Half-year | Half-year | Half-year 
ended ended ended ended 
Movement Sept. 30, | Sept. 30, | Sept. 30, | Sept. 30, 
1947 1948 1947 ; 1948 
R. crores £ million 
Exports including re-exports 192 215 144 16] 
Of which re-exports ... = 3 5 2 | 4 
Imports oes si 264 256 198 ; 192 
Balance _ me .. | —72 —41 —54 | —31 








Exports rose by 12 per cent. and imports dropped by 3 per cent. 
over the corresponding period in 1947-48. The unfavourable 
balance of trade has as a result declined by 44 per cent., but it is to 
be noted that India had a deficit with the United States of Rs. 17 
crores (£13 million) in the period under review. Re-exports rose 
by 67 per cent. 


Import Trade 


Imports amounted to Rs. 256 crores (£192 million) as against Rs. 264 
crores (£198 million) in the same period of 1947-48. Food, drink 
and tobacco accounted for Rs. 70 crores (£53 million) as against 
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Rs. 57 crores (£43 million) in 1947-48, raw materials and Produce and 
articles mainly unmanufactured for Rs. 56 crores (£42 million) 
against Rs. 48 crores (£36 million) in 1947-48 and articles wholl : 
mainly manufactured for Rs. 128 crores (£96 million) as pre 
Rs. 132 crores (£99 million) in 1947-48. 

Food grain imports accounted for nearly 25 per cent. of all imports 
during the period and were nearly 43 per cent. higher than in 1947.48 
The increase in imports of machinery and raw cotton was consider. 
able. The decline in other items reflects the restrictive import 
policy in respect of consumer goods which took effect in this Period 
The largest items accounting together for nearly 88 per cent, of the 
total value of all imports in the periods were :— 








Half-year ended Half-year ended 
Commodity September 30, 1947 September 30, 1948 
Rs. crores | £ million | Rs. crores | £ million 
Grains, pulses and flours... 42 32 60 45 
Machinery of all kinds me 26 19 40 30 
Cotton, raw and waste Sai 17 13 27 20 
Oils, vegetable, mineral and 
animal “bi — bes 19 14 18 14 
Vehicles (excluding locomotives 
for railways) pee 13 10 15 ll 


Chemicals, drugs and medi- 
cines... coe poe ae 1] 8 13 10 
Metals (other than iron and 


steel and manufactures 

thereof) pk ae: ab 8 6 10 8 
Dyes and colours _... oe 8 6 9 1 
Metals; iron and steel and 

manufactures thereof oes 4 3 6 5 
Cutlery, hardware, imple- 

ments and instruments... 12 9 6 5 
Cotton yarns and manufac- 

tures... eee ms ane 4 3 6 5 
Artificial silk yarns and manu- | 

factures gee -ae Ses 12 9 5 4 
Electrical goods, apparatus 

and appliances... es 5 4 5 + 
Paper, pasteboard and sta- 

tionery sos eee ake 9 7 4 3 

















Export Trade 

Exports (excluding re-exports) amounted to Rs. 210 crores (£158 
million), as compared with Rs. 188 crores (£141 million) in the same 
period of 1947-48. Food, drink and tobacco accounted for Rs. 35 
crores (£26 million) as against Rs. 36 crores (£27 million) in 1947-48, 
raw materials and produce and articles mainly unmanufactured for 
Rs. 54 crores (£41 million) as against Rs. 59 crores (£44 million) in 
1947-48, and articles wholly or mainly manufactured for Rs. 120 
crores (£90 million) as against Rs. 90 crores (£68 million) in 1947-48. 

The largest items accounting together for about 84 per cent. of the 
total value of all exports in the period were :— 




















Half-year ended Half-year ended 
Commodity September 30, 1947 September 30, 1948 
Rs. crores | £ million | Rs. crores | £ million 
Jute yarns and manufactures 55 41 74 56 
ae ine ase es 25 19 24 18 
Cotton yarns and manufactures 11 8 23 17 
et ae ere 11 8 14 1] 
Cotton raw and waste a 23 17 12 9 
Oils, vegetable, mineral and 
animal ie sé Be 5 4 7 5 
Hides and skins, tanned or 
dressed ape 8 6 6 5 
Gums, resins and lac 4 3 5 4 
Tobacco i oe es 3 2 _ 3 
Seeds (including nuts for oils) 2 1 4 3 
Artificial silk piece-goods — _ | 4 | 3 














(Continued on next page) 
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Indian Trade—(Continued) 


The rate of increase in the case of cotton yarns and manufactuies 
and jute yarns and manufactures is noteworthy. 


Direction of Trade 


Of total exports (excluding re-exports) amounting to Rs. 210 crores 
(£158 million) British Empire countries took about 50 per cent., 
amounting to Rs. 104 crores (£78 million) as against 48-8 per cent. 
in the same period of 1947-48. India’s most important markets during 
the periods under review were :— 








Half-year ended Half-year ended 

Country September 30, 1947 September 30, 1948 

Rs. crores | £ million | Rs. crores | £ million 
United Kingdom aay vr 55 41 45 34 
United States a ue 36 27 36 27 
Pakistan ee ise _ — 26 19 
Australia 9 7 9 7 
Burma 6 5 5 
Ceylon ... 6 5 6 5 
Argentina so = 5 4 
China ... 5 4 5 4 
France 4 3 5 4 
Canada... 6 5 4 3 
Japan ... <= — 4 3 

















The foregoing countries took over 72 per cent. of all India’s exports 
during the period. Although the United Kingdom was still first 
amongst India’s customers she only took 21 per cent. of all exports as 
against 26 per cent. in the previous year. Pakistan is third on the 
list (but see the opening two paragraphs of this article). 

Imports of food grains valued at Rs. 32 crores (£24 million) in 
1947-48 and Rs. 23 crores (£17 million) in 1948-49 are excluded 
from this portion of the report since full details of the countries of 
origin are unknown. 

Of total imports amounting to Rs. 232 crores (£174 million) British 
Empire countries supplied goods to the value of Rs. 112 crores 
(£84 million) or 48 per cent., as against 43 per cent. in the same period 
of 1947-48. ‘The most important suppliers in the periods under 
review were :— 








Half-year ended Half-year ended 

Country September 30, 1947 September 30, 1948 

ai, Rs. crores | £ million | Rs. crores} £ million 
United Kingdom... ne 59 44 63 47 
United States a sins 67 50 53 40 
Australia cs wk we 4 3 14 10 
Burma Sas = ree 6 5 12 9 
a 10 8 ll 8 
Pakistan re os saa —- oa 10 8 
Tran... sea 3 236 11 8 10 5 
Italy... ie ae oes 4 3 9 “f 
Kenya Colony sie als 6 5 7 5 
Canada — cis ses 5 4 4 3 

















The foregoing countries provided over 83 per cent. of all imperts 
during the period. The United Kingdom came to the head of the list 
again—a position which she lost in the spring of 1947. The share of 
United States, Australia and Burma would have been much greater 
if total food grain imports had been included. Pakistan supplied 
Rs. 10 crores (£8 million) worth of goods by sea during the half-year. 


Clearing Offices Closed 


THE Anglo-Spanish, Anglo-Roumanian, Anglo-Italian and Anglo- 
“ Clearing Offices, set up in London by the Treasury in 
‘ to operate Clearing ”” Agreements with the countries concerned, 
ss the recovery of certain types of debt, will cease to exist on March 31, 

© agreements having all been terminated. The winding-up of 
transactions not completed by that date will be done by the Treasury, 
= correspondence about them should be addressed to The Accoun- 
ant, Treasury Chambers, Great George Street, London, S.W.1 
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NOTICE TO “JOURNAL” READERS 
AND ADVERTISERS 


The Board of Trade Journal is published by His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office and is obtainable directly from the 
following addresses: York House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2 ; 13a Castle Street, Edinburgh, 2 ; 39 King Street, 
Manchester, 2; 2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3 ; 
1 St. Andrew’s Crescem, Cardiff ; Tower Lane, Bristol, 1 ; 
80 Chichester Street, Belfast ; or through any bookseller. 


Crown copyright reserved. Extracts may be published if 
the source is duly acknowledged, except that permission of 
the authors must be obtained to reproduce signed articles. 

EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to the 
Editor, Board of Trade Fournal, Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
(Telephone: Whitehall 5140, Ext. 306.) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS (26s. PER ANNUM ; 32s. 6d. POST FREE) AND 
SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to the publishers at any 
of the above addresses. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion 
of advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1. (Telephone : 
Mayfair 7755, Ext. 271.) 


The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the 
statements in the advertisements and the inclusion of any pare 
ticular advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services 
advertised herein have received official approval. 


REPRINTS OF ARTICLES. Reprints of extracts of articles 
and announcements from the Board of Trade Journal will be 
supplied on payment. The scale of charges is as follows :— 


For each additional 


No. of Up to 125 copies ordered at 
pages 250 copies the same time 
£ we a s. d. 
1 (or part) 11 0 2 6 
(minimum charge) 
2 22 0 5 0 
3 3.4 0 7 6 
4 440 10 0 


Prices for extracts of more than four pages are propor- 
tionately higher. 


Orders with remittances should be addressed to the 
Director of Publications (S.A.), H.M. Stationery Office, 
421 Oxford Street, London, W.1, and should be received not 
later than on the Friday following publication of the Board 
of Trade Fournal from which the extract is to be taken. 
Cheques should be made payable to H.M. Paymaster- 
General. 











Palestine Defence Bonds and Savings 
Certificates 


IN accordance with the provisions of Section 81 of the Finance Act, 
1948, the Palestine Defence Bonds and Savings Certificates out- 
standing immediately before May 15, 1948, are to be treated as 
liabilities of the United Kingdom Government. 

All holders of these securities are asked to send in full details of 
their holdings and their permanent address to the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies (Palestine Defence Bonds and Savings Certifi- 
cates), Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, S.W.1, 
whether or not they have already communicated with the Colonial 
Office. 
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9 ° The following table shows the sources of imports, b : 
Canada’s Overseas Trade in 1948  .e sue petisds mentioned s-— ports, by geographical 
CANADA'S commodity trade with all countries during 1948 was Se HE 
valued at $5,747 million, which is the highest figure on record, January—December Tike 
states Foreign Trade, published by the Department of Trade and Country onstage sw. 
Commerce, Ottawa. The five billion dollar mark was passed in 1944 1938 1947 | 1948 export 
and again in 1947, but the upward trend was carried still further in = 
1948. $ million 
. . . Commonwealth Countries : 
While the value of Canadian exports amounting to $3,075-4 Chattedl Stcthem: cial Base 119-3 189-5 Over 
million was exceeded in 1944 and 1945, that of Canadian imports America - vi EX i ‘is 22-5 43-0 rt 
rose to a new peak of $2,636-9 million. With foreign exports of Africa y 48 20-8 a The 
$34-6 million, a favourable balance of trade with all countries of Asia 23-5 71-9 15:3 (copies 
$473-1 million was achieved. Oceania 16-0 29-2 47-3 
Of particular significance at this time are the large purchases by ; South 
Canada from the United Kingdom, which contributed goods valued _—‘ Total Commonwealth Countries vote 354-4 504-1 ny 
at $299-5 million to the total, this being a new record in the history of ieee: tained SABS- 
Canada’s trade with the U.K. Exports to Great Britain declined in “Unies ecg a 425-0 1.9764 , 
value from the peace time peak reached in 1947. On balance, however, cotta hain . Pope neggtees 16-0 "159-1 png SABS | 
this Dominion is in a favourable position on the basis of commodity ger tabiggaence leis sane 39-9 57-6 74 SABS | 
exports and imports. The figures issued by the Dominion Bureau of Other foreign countries... we 10-5 26-4 30:7 SABS 
Statistics do not indicate the value of shipments for which payment aaa = , 
was authorised by the Economic Co-operation Administration in Total Foreign Countries eee 491-4 2,219-6 2,1328 ae | 
Washington. Nor does this favourable balance with the United Y R — SABS ! 
Kingdom take into consideration credits made available by 1°t#! imports for consumption ... 677-5 2,573-9 2,636-9 SABS ; 
Canada to Great Britain. The gap between exports and imports — — wail SABS ‘ 
has been narrowed and at $389-2 million is the shortest since 1940, 
when Canada’s favourable trade balance with the United Kingdom Unitec 
was $386-9 million. ‘ ‘ * " 
Canada’s total trade with the United States was valued at Report of the United Kingdom Engineering America 
$3,327-9 million, which represents a new record. Exports to that aula Z 38.1. 
Mission to Canada 2 38.2. 


country rose to a peak of $1,501 million compared with $1,034-2 
million in 1947, but imports were slightly lower, the respective [FE attention of all who are interested in the ex Saas 

: 2 “ —- nc port of enginee 4 
figures being $1,805-8 million and $1,974-7 million. The unfavour- products to Canada is drawn to the article in the Board of Trad | 1388 
able balance of trade with the United States was lowered last year to Journal on February 12 by Sir E. H. Gilpin who led the United 


























$283-6 million from $918-1 million in 1947 ; : Kingdom Engineering Mission which visited Canada from August | 2 38°. 
The following table gives particulars of Canadian trade with all t October last year and toured the Dominion from coast to coast, | Z 33% 
countries in the periods mentioned :— Eo he a Ng Z 38.8. 
-— The Mission’s Report, embodying the result of close and specialized [| 7 388. 
po research into the marketing of what is one of the most important f Z 38.8. 
——— 1935-39| 1938 | 1945 | 1946 | 1947 | 1948 markets for United Kingdom exports, should be read and studied  Z 388. 
os | by everyone engaged in the engineering industries in this country, J 2 38:8. 
$ million His Majesty’s Stationery Office announce that they have many copies Z 388. 
Imports for con- of this Report available (price 1s. net for single copies, by post 1s. 2d.), ; o 
sumption 684-6 | 677-5 | 1,585-8) 1,927-3 | 2,573-9 | 2,636-9 ‘Trade Associations and firms in the engineering and electrical 7 3¢'¢' 
“en = ge = wate oS age ae industries which have not yet obtained copies for their member firms [7 3¢'g° 
we, ees gaaenealeed pe eed —§ 27° ; ; and staffs respectively are recommended to communicate as soon as | 7 38.8, 
een i peor neo’ Pay t waite are yeh te possible with His Majesty’s Stationery Office, P.O. Box No. 569, FZ 38.8.: 
ial wc: Piles ccd (Mg ‘ London, S.E.1, and place bulk orders before supplies are exhausted. Heer 
Countries from which Canada se nee hao gsm _— ae ; ett 
last year than in 1947 are: ewfoundland, Jamaica, Trinidad, eye 
British Guiana, Gold Coast, Nigeria, British East Africa, Aden, Jute Mission to India and Pakistan oe 
Singapore and the Federation of Malaya, Australia, Puerto Rico, Z, 38.8.2 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, Dominican Republic, Venezuela, A MISSION, consisting of Mr. B. C. Walker and Mr. H. B. Pirie, | Z 38.8.7 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, the from the Jute trade, and Mr. R. F. Mackenzie, of the Jute Control, > Z 38.8.2 
Netherlands, China, Egypt, Indonesia and Japan. which visited India and Pakistan on behalf of the Board of Trade J Z 38.8.2 
On the basis of trade returns, Canada purchased substantially less has now returned to the United Kingdom. Federal : 
goods last year from the following countries: Barbados, India and The main object of the Mission was to secure a suitable person to | U-S-746 
Pakistan, Argentina, Guatemala, Norway, Sweden, Iraq, the Nether- represent the United Kingdom Jute Control in India and Pakistan, pty 
lands Antilles, the Philippines and Turkey. and, as a result of the Mission’s recommendation, the Board of Trade aio 
Snort Grouse have appointed Mr. J. C. Niven, formerly Managing Director of a 
P P D. L. Millar & Co. Ltd., of Calcutta, to the position with the rank > National 
The value of the main groups of imports in the years 1938, 1947 of Assistant Controller. a 
ircular 


In addition, the Mission also visited the baling centres in East | Circular 
; | see | t9@7 | 1948 Bengal and had talks with the export licensing authorities in both | Circular 
waeup , | a | India and Pakistan. It is hoped that, as a result, some of the difficul- 





and 1948 are shown in the following table :— 

















a aa 3 iin ties which have been experienced in this direction in the past in | M 192 
Agricultural, vegetable products ... he 125-1 356-3 349-9 obtaining jute for the United Kingdom may be overcome. 
amg ———— — weet as Pm Po a The mission has also reported to the Board of Trade on the jute [ Argent 
“soar yaglneeney yang wad aagsasg-—seedl aaa ty : crop prospects for the coming year. They point out that last year’s F ),.¥; 
ope peed commggy eae pages... me Ra ane Ra small crop was partly caused by bad weather, and that, with average -—" 
Non-ferrous metals and products... a 38-4 160-9 155-8 conditions this year combined with official pressure in India to increast 570-P 
Non-metallic minerals, products ... i 121-7 452-2 606-2 acreage, a higher out-turn may reasonably be expected. The Mission a 
Chemicals and allied products... ... 35-2 113-1 118-4 also reports, however, that the amount of Pakistan jute which can be aa 
Miscellaneous commodities a = 49-6 162-1 115-3 shipped through Chittagong is likely to remain limited for some time oe 4 
to come, and that the amount of jute reaching overseas buyers } 012-P 
Total imports for consumption ... se 677-5 2,573-9 2,636-9 depend to some extent upon the smooth working of the arrangements 3013-P 
whereby Pakistan jute is shipped through Calcutta. 
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Overseas Standards 


HE following information about Overseas Standards, compiled by 
es British Standards Institution, 24/28 Victoria Street, London, 
gW.1, will be of interest to United Kingdom manufacturers and 


exporters . 


Overseas Standards 


These Overseas Standards are available to members on loan 
(copies also available for sale on application to Sales Department). 


South Africa 
South African Bureau of Standards 


SABS 9 Re-refined, regenerated or reclaimed internal combustion. 
engine crankcase oil. 

SABS 10 White metals. 

SABS 12 Printers’ metal for mechanical type-casting machines. 

SABS 14 Brass ingots and castings. 

SABS 16 Phosphor bronze ingots. 

SABS 17 Gun metal ingots. — 

SABS 19 Aluminium bronze ingots. 

SABS 23 Silver solders. 

SABS 24 Soft solders. ? ; 

SABS 30 Marking articles made of Sterling silver. 


United States of America 


American Standards Association - 

7, 38.1.49  35-mm. magazine films (for miniature cameras). 

7, 38.2.6 General purpose photographic exposure meters (photo- 
electric type). 


Z 38.7.5 Printing and projection equipment. 

7, 38.8.17 Permanency of the silver images of processed films, plates and 
apers. 

Z 38.8.125 Mono-tasthyt-pers-ecainephensl sulphate (photographic grade) 

7, 38.8127 2, 4-diaminophenol hydrochloride, photographic grade. 

7, 388.129 Para-aminophenol hydrochloride, photographic grade. 

Z 388.130 Pyrogallic acid, photographic grade. 

Z 38.8131 Catechol, photographic grade. ; 

Z 38.8132 Para-phenylenediamine, photographic grade. : 

Z 388.133 Para-phenylenediamine dihydrochloride, photographic grade. 

Z 388.134 Chlorhydroquinone, photographic grade. 

Z 388.201 Potassium iodide, photographic grade. 

Z 388.202 Potassium chloride, photographic grade. 

Z 388.203 Sodium chloride, photographic grade. 

Z 388.204 Benzotriazole, photographic grade. 

Z 388.205 5-methylbenzotriazole, photographic grade. 

Z 388.206 6-nitrobenzimidazole nitrate, photographic grade. 

Z 38.8.225 Sodium hydroxide, photographic grade. 

Z 388.226 Potassium hydroxide, photographic grade. __ 

Z 388.227 Sodium carbonate, monohydrate, photographic grade. 

Z 38.8.228 Sodium carbonate, anhydrous, photographic grade. 

Z 388.229 Potassium carbonate, photographic grade. 

Z 38.8.230 Sodium tetraborate, photographic grade. 

Z 38.8.231 Sodium metaborate, photographic grade. 

Z 38.8.232 Ammonium hydroxide, photographic grade. 

Z 388.275 Sodium sulphite, photographic grade. 

Z 388.277 Potassium metabisulphite, photographic grade. 

Federal Specifications 

U-S-746 Stone; artificial, quick-setting (dental). 

SS-P-821 Pumice; ground, abrasive. 

SS-T-308 Tile, ceramic, floor, wall and trimmers. 

2Z-T-401b Tyres and tubes (inner); bicycle. 


| National Bureau of Standards 


Circular C 469 Optical glass at the National Bureau of Standards. 
Circular C 474 Automotive antifreezes. 4 
Circular C 472 ‘Table and Mollier charts for ammonia, below 60° P. 


Circular C 471 Spectral-transmissive properties and use of eye-protective 
glasses. 
M 192 New advances in printed circuits. 
_ Argentine 
Instituto Argentino de Racionalizacion de Materiales 
IRAM 
_ 570-P_ Nickel-copper (cupro-nickel) sheets and strips. 
2079-P_ Cable tape. 
2036-P Tubular fluorescent lamps with pre-heated cathodes. 
3015-P_ Absorption of paper, cards and cardboards. 
3012-P_ Method of testing the mechanical properties of paper, cards and 
cardboard. 
3013-P_ Method of curvature test of papers, cards and cardboards. 
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Austria 


Osterreichischer Normenausschuss 

ONORM 

B 4300 _ Riveted and bolted steel girder frameworks. 

C 9401 Rubber cord, circular and square cross-section. 
C 9402 Rubber, or rubber-like plastic, sheets. 

C 9406 Rubber stoppers. 


Belgium 


Institut Belge de Normalization 
NBN 186 _ Rules for the specification and receipt of transformers, induction 
regulators and induction coils. 


Czechoslovakia 


Elektrotechnicky Svaz Ceskoslovensky 

CSN/ESC 88 Electric meters. 

CSN/ESC 178 Aluminium and steel-cored aluminium conductors for 
overhead line. 


Holland 


Hoofdcommissie voor de Normalisatie in Nederland 
N 340 Fire hose couplings—sleeve and cap. 
N 926 Shipbuilding—steering gear. 


N 1060 Rules for high tension overhead line. 

N 1309 Milling machine spindle noses and arbors. 

N 1399 Firemen’s hatchets and cases. 

N 1400 Fire hose suspension tackle. 

N 1401 Portable hose reels. 

N 1402 Wheeled hose reels. 

N 1403 Firemen’s belts. 

N 1404 Firemen’s belt hooks. 

N 1405 Strainers for fire hoses. 

N 1464 Fire hose coupling spanners. 

N 1468 Firemen’s lines. 

V 1053 Electrical equipment for lifts. 

V 1238 Textile test—weight per square meter of textiles. 

V 1361 Bandages. 

V 1362 Sterilized gauze bandages. 

V 1363 Non-sterilized gauze bandages. 

V 1495 Screwthread tolerances—outside diameter and core diameter. 

V 1533 Pigments—chrome green. 

V 1556/7 Bright bolts, metric thread, hexagon head. 

V 1564/6 Half-bright hexagon bolts, metric thread. 

V 1568 Bright metric bolts with long thread length. 

V 1626 Black steel tanks with ribs. 

V 1639 Lubricating oils—determination of sulphurous oxides. 

V 1640 Solid fats and similar products—determination of sulphurous 
oxides. 

Spain 


Instituto Nacional de Racionalizacion del Trabajo 
The November/December 1948 issue of Racionalizacion has been 
received and includes the following standards :— 


UNE 
1012 Sizes of paper. 
1015 Sizes of envelopes. 
1017 Window envelopes. 
1010 Archive material (binders, folders, etc.). 


7003 (draft) Methods of test of acetic anhydride used for acetilation in 
the cellulose acetate, artificial organic colouring and 
pharmaceutical industries. 

Voltages for urban tramways. 

Handwheels (driving). 

Handles (controller). 

Gearbox flanged covers. 

Anchors, without stocks. 

Dummy capstans. 

Bollards. 

Single cleat. 


25005 (draft) 
26001 (draft) 
26002 (draft) 
26003 (draft) 
27008 (draft) 
27009 (draft) 
27010 (draft) 
27011 (draft) 


Switzerland 


Association Suisse des Electriciens 

ASE PUBLICATION NO. 

102 f Instructions on construction and installation of electric heating 
appliances. 

103 f Instructions on installation of luminous discharge tubes. 

108 a_ Rules for electric machines (including transformers). 

108 bf Exceptions to above. 

124 Insulating oils (mineral oils). (In English.) 

124 a Insulating oils for transformers and switches. (In English.) 

124 fa Oils for transformers and switches. 

144 f General rules for electric lighting in Switzerland. 

145 f Rules for electric storage heaters. 

146 f Recommendations for live parts in low voltage distribution 
installations. : 

(Continued on next page) 








660 


147 f 
148 f 
149 f 
150 f 
152 f 
153 f 
f 
f 
f 


al 


163 


166 
167 
168 
170 


ies na tina nations) 


172 f 


173 f 
174 f 


. Union 


GOST 
3928 
3930 
3933 
3936 
3938 
3940 


3941 
3942 
3943 
3944/6 
3947 
3949 
3955 
3958 
3959 
3960 
3961 
3962/3 
3964 
3965 
3966 
3968 
4009 
4010 
4015 
4016 
4019 
4020 
4021 
4028 to 


4036 
4037 
4040 
4043 
4044 
4047/8 
4049 
4050 
4051 
4052 
4058 
4060 
4061 
4063 
4066 
4068 
4069/71 
4072 
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Overseas Standards—(Continued) 


Standards for insulated conductors for internal installations. 

Requirements for conductors for reduced voltage installations. 

Rules for low power transformers. 

Rules for ordinary electric incandescent lamps. 

Wiring rules. 

Cartridge fuses for internal installations. 

Plug and socket outlets. 

Porcelain insulators for H.T. overhead line. 

Electric measuring devices: ammeters, 
meters, single-phase. 

Aluminium. 


Rated values for voltages, frequencies and currents for electrical 


installations. 


Recommendations for electrical thawing of water conduits in 


buildings, and precautions for the avoidance of bursts. 


Protection of electric installations against atmospheric over-voltages. 


Recommendation for high tension cables. 

Junction-boxes for internal installations. 

Lamp-holders for internal installations. 

Swiss recommendations for the lighting of main highways. 


Capacitors (excluding high power capacitors for the improvement 


of the power factor). 


Rules for safety and protection of electric appliances for the trans- 
mission and reproduction of sound and image, and telecom- 


munication and telecontrol apparatus. 
Rules for electric strength tests. 


Recommendation for the use of aluminium and aluminium alloys 


in ordinary overhead line. 


Tables of dimensions of copper and aluminium conductors in tubes, for 
circuit breakers and releases for 3-phase motors rated 1500 r.p.m. 


of Soviet Socialist Republics 


All-Union Standards Committee 


Milk tanks. 

Water feed pipe fittings between locomotive and tender. 
Photographic lenses—diameter. 

Classification of cotton yarn. 

Guides for linen spinning machinery. 

Electrical equipment for automobiles, motor tractors and motor 

bicycles. 

Magnetos for tractor engines. 

Accelerator clutch associated with tractor magneto. 
Short-circuit device for tractor magneto. 

Herrings and sprats. 

Bloaters. 

Winnowing machinery. 

Ceramic bases for electric cookers. 

Parallel shank end mills. 

Taper shank end mills. 

Single angle cutters. 

Double angle cutters. 

Convex and concave cutters. 

Slotting cutters. 

Single angle cutters. 

Equal angle cutters. 

Standard pitches and diameters of screwed bearing bars. 
Steel castings—defects. 

Twist drills with parallel shank. 

Welded steel tubes, dia. 400-1400 mm. 

Cotton tape for the shoe industry. 

Electric incandescent lamps for film projection. 
Keys and keyways. 

Numbering of engine cylinders (i.c. engines). 
4035 


and 283 Wire nails. 


Guides for spinning machines for cellulose fibres. 
Cotton thread. 

Sterilizing dishes for surgical instruments. 
Keyway broaches. 

Round type broaches. 

Circular saws, inserted tooth type, for metal cutting. 
End mills. 

Angle cutters. 

Concave and convex cutters. 

Presswork pulleys. 

Furnace heating. 

Needle bearings. 

Ball bearings. 

Hydro-engineering structures; concrete work. 
Malleable cast iron stoptaps. 

Bicycle saddles. 

Refractory parts and materials. 

Coolers for milk (or similar liquids). 


voltmeters and watt- 
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4097 Types and dimensions of film cores. 
4098 Cream separators. 


Draft Overseas Standards 


The following draft standards are available with the B.S.I. for comm 
Copies can be seen in the B.S.I. Library or can be supplied at q ag 
10s. per copy to non-members and 5s. per copy to subscribing memien 


South Africa 

SABS 61 Black bolts and nuts. 

SABS 119 Bayonet lampholders. 

SABS 120 Normal bayonet lampholder adaptors. 

SABS 121 Apparatus connectors. (Electrical Equipment Safety Code) 


Belgium 


NBN 100 Preferred numbers. 
NBN 108 Preferred linear dimensions for engineering. 


S.A.S. Bulletin, December 1948 


The Johannesburg Municipality has specified that all domestic electrical 
apparatus which it sells under hire-purchase agreement must conform t 
the requirements of S.A. Bureau of Standards Specifications. It is expated 
that other municipalities will follow Johannesburg’s example. 


Statutory Notice 


UNDER Section 24 of the Patents and Designs Acts, 1907-1946 
the following patents were indorsed “ Licences of Right” on the 
dates specified below :— 


| 4 











612515 | Societe Anonyme des Etablis- | Safety devices for the protection of 
superheaters of steam generators 
and arrangements for remote 
control thereof. 

Expansion reservoir arrangement 


for tanks with dry joints. 


sements Jules Cocard. 


No. of 

Patent | Grantee Subject matter 
| March 12, 1949. 

535986 | The Distillers Co. Ltd. & ors. | Production of methyl glycerol. 

563153 | The English Electric Co. Ltd. | Shaft bearings. 

576744 | Newton E. P. (Hercules Pow- | Preparation of chlorinated rubber 
| der Co.) and other chlorinated rubber-like 
| | materials. 

579184 | Hercules Powder Co. ... | Thermoplastic moulding composi- 

tions. 

593259 | Scaffolding (Great Britain) | Scaffolding Clamps or Couplers, 

Ltd. & another. 

593813 | Grodzinski P. on | Epicyclic gear mechanism for vary. 
| | ing angular velocity. 
| March 14, 1949. 

613495 | Spear & Jackson Ltd. & anr. | Circular saws and like rotary cutting 

| tools. 
| March 15, 1949. 

593334 | Bridge J. W. ... ... | Incubators. 

| 


| 

| 
' 

613329 | Societe Savoisienne de Con- 
| structions Electriques. 








Any person alleging that indorsement of any of the above mentioned 
patents has been made contrary to some contract in which he is 
interested may make application for cancellation of the endorsement 
by lodging Patents Form No. 21 stamped £2, at the Patent Office, 
25 Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 

J. L. BLake, 
The Patent Office. Comptroller-Generd. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Monthly List of Official Colonial Publications No. 3 of 1%. 
March. (Mimeographed.) This list is in two parts ; Part I covering 
general items, Part II listing the Government Gazettes and drawing 
attention to those entries thought to have more than local interest 
The list does not claim to be exhaustive as it comprises only thos 
publications which have been received by the Colonial Office. Issue 
of the list was started as an experiment in June 1948, but has proved 
sufficiently popular to justify wider publicity. It is considered thit 
it will be found of great value by those firms which either already 
have or are considering the development of colonial trade connection 
Colonial government publications contain a wealth of informatio, 
and hitherto it has been difficult in this country to learn of thei 
existence. A specimen copy of the list will be sent on applicatio 


to the Reference Section, Information Department, Colonial 


Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London, S.W.1. 
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RERSRERAS ESSE 


| Sale of 
| THE First Secretary (Commercial) at H.M. Embassy at Helsinki, 


1 March 1949 
Customs Regulations and Tariff Changes 





Imports of Piece-goods into 


Denmark 


I$ MAJESTY’S REPRESENTATIVE in Copenhagen reports 

that the Danish Directorate of Supply has recently notified 
importers and agents authorized to import piece-goods that import 
jicences will be issued, within the total allocation fixed by trade 
agreements, on the basis of an import figure calculated according to 
the previous import of piece-goods under Group No. 1003 by in- 
dividual firms over a period to be decided. 

The issue of licences will, however, only take place if the individual 
firms prove to the import licensing authorities that the piece-goods 
to be imported have been approved in so far as price and quality are 
concerned. 

Licences will not be issued to firms acknowledged as importers 
for an amount of less than Kr. 500. 

Importers and agents will be able to send in samples for assessment 
astoprice and quality attached to forms made specially for this purpose. 
The following goods are exempt from price and quality control :— 
Prece-GooDS FOR CLOTHING 

Of Cotton—Linings (pocket nankin, pocketing, twilled shirting, 
platillas, lasting, silecias). 

Workmen’s clothing goods and corset materials (drills, everlasting, 
twill, satin). 

Duck, flannel, poplin, zephyr, tricoline, hair cord, chintz, calico, 
cambric, oxford, gingham and percales, triplure, linen wovens, 
—* and patterned cotton material, satin, and cotton coat 
material. 

Of or with Artificial Silk—Linings: twill woven serges, satin 
with a breadth of at least 130 cms.; striped arm linings. 

Orner Prece-Goops 

Of or with Cotton—Sheeting with a breadth of 125-145 cms., 
bleached and unbleached. 

Down satin, minimum breadth 130 cms. 

Dowlas, medium. 

Cambrics for downs. 

Goods for technical use (belting, cycle tyres, etc.). 

Of or with Wool—Wool cloth. Hair cloth. 

Of Cotton—Grey piece-goods. 

The period of validity for approval of samples sent in will, in 
future, be fixed in accordance with the period of validity of the various 
trade agreements. Approvals of piece-goods from the United King- 
dom and Switzerland dealt with after November 15, 1948, and valid 
until December 31, 1948, will, however, continue to be valid during 


the period of validity of the trade agreements with the countries 
mentioned, 


| Imports of Clothing 


Information has also been received to the effect that importers 


| of ready-made clothing into Denmark are no longer required to submit 


samples to the Danish authorities for approval when applying for 
import licences. 


Finland 
unlicensed imports by Customs Authorities 


Sua se YEN to the dangers inherent in shipping goods to 
cauee TW - h import licences have not been granted. Goods so 
re a inland are liable to sale by auction by the Finnish 
oes uthorities, one such consignment of textiles recently 
ms a“ ———- its value. The First Secretary is endeavouring 
oie —— t 2 United Kingdom shippers concerned will be 
titilame re —_ ale in the event of further sales of this nature, but 
Mi out that while import licences may be granted eventually 
pect of unlicensed imports the delay in their issue and hence 





t . 
. a of exchange to effect payment may be very considerable. 
Porters are therefore again advised before arranging to ship the 


| Bods to Satisfy themselves that import licences valid for foreign 


—— have been granted in Finland and will not have expired at 
anticipated date of arrival of the goods. 


BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


661 


Import Licensing in British Colonies 


THE following additions and amendments should be made to the 

particulars which have been given in previous issues of the Board 
of Trade Journal about the treatment accorded to goods of United 
Kingdom origin in certain British Colonies :— 


Nyasaland 

The Programmed List (goods which cannot be imported from the 
United Kingdom without a specific import licence) should be amended 
by the deletion of the word “soap.” (Board of Trade Fournal of 
January 8, 1949, page 65.) 


Trinidad 


The following amendments should be made to the list of goods for 
which import licences are still required :— 

Add the words “ other than toilet soap ”’ 

Add the item ‘‘ patent fuel ”’ to the list. 
of October 2, 1948, page 655.) 


after the word ‘“‘ soap.”’ 
(Board of Trade Fournal 


Tanganyika 
SUSPENDED List. 

(Goods which will not be licensed for import from the United 
Kingdom.) 

The following items should be deleted :— 

Canned beans; breakfast cereals. 

Add after ‘‘ glucose ’’ ‘‘ (except as an ethical preparation imported 
in medicinal packing: see under ‘ Programmed Goods ’).”’ 

The following item should be added :— 

Ex-military tyres and tubes whether new, used, retreated or 
otherwise reconditioned. 

PROGRAMMED GOODs. 

(Goods which cannot be imported from the United Kingdom with- 
out a licence specifically issued by the Imports Controller.) 

Add after ‘“‘ tyres and tubes’’: “‘ (other than the tyres specified 
under the ‘ Suspended List ’).”’ 

The following items should be deleted :— 

Pulses; dried peas and beans, but excluding garbanzos or chickpeas; 
seeds; alsike clover, crimson clover and spring vetch; soap; soap other 
than toilet soap. 

The following item should be added :— 

Glucose, as a medicinal preparation. 

(Board of Trade Journal of February 5, 1949, page 275.) 


Nigeria 
Customs Import List, Ctass I. 


Delete ‘6. Sugar... 51.” 
(Board of Trade Journal of January 8, 1949, page 65.) 


Aden 

All goods of United Kingdom origin, with the exception of those 
appearing below, may be imported direct from the United Kingdom 
under an Open General Licence. 

The following goods require individual import licences :— 

Butter; butter substitute (margarine); cheese; fruit-dried; grain- 
rice; grain-other kinds (wheat, barley, oats, rye, corn and grain 
sorghums); flour (wheaten); flour maize meal; flour and meal, other 
kinds (animal feeding stuffs, oil cakes and meals (all types), mixed 
feed); gin; pulses-dry beans and peas; pulses-other kinds, lentils 
only; other farinaceous preparations; edible rice products, rice starch 
and flour, cereal filler, oat products, macaroni, semolina; lard and lard 
substitutes including dripping and cooking fat; meat-all kinds; milk- 
all kinds; oils-edible (excluding castor oil, sperm oil, tung oil, Oiticica 
oil); provisions not elsewhere specified; animal feedingstuffs, glucose, 
milk based foods, castor beans, cocoa beans; sugar; seeds-clover: 
crimson clover, spring vetch, oil bearing; lead-sheet and bar; fer- 
tilizers-nitrogenous only; petroleum products. 

In addition, programmed goods such as whisky, iron, steel, cement 
and textiles are still subject to special control measures. 


Indian Tariff Board Report 


Hydraulic Brake Fluid Industry (No. 2 (1) T/B/49). (Referred 
to the Tariff Board on March 20, 1948.) The Tariff Board considered 
that this industry did not qualify for the grant of protection and this 
recommendation has been accepted by the Government of India. 





Argentine Import Control 


S stated in the notice about Argentine import and exchange 

control regulations which appeared in the Board of Trade Fournal 
on March 5 (pages 494 and 497), old permits required revalidation 
before goods could be cleared from the Argentine Customs unless 
they arrived in Argentina by March 10. Argentine Consuls were 
authorized during the period of revalidation to grant visas on shipping 
documents on the strength of the number and date of the prior 
exchange permit granted by the Central Bank on Forms 146, 146A 
146 B (i.e., the old forms). 

Under the provisions of Central Bank Circular No. 1085 of March 8, 
relating to goods shipped as from March 11, Consular Officers are 
authorized to legalise only those shipping documents covering goods 
for which importers hold the respective prior exchange permit 
revalidated by the Central Bank. The circular stresses the importance 
of importers informing exporters of the new number and date of 
approval by the Central Bank of permits granted on the new Forms 
315, 316 or 317, as the case may be. 

His Majesty’s Ambassador in Buenos Aires reports, by telegraph, 
that the Central Bank issued Circular No. 1086 on March 15 authoriz- 
ing the following new import regulations. The circular contains 
two lists of the goods which may be imported into Argentina. 

(a) As from March 20 to March 31 application may be made to 
import goods on list No. 2 comprising inter alia the following in- 
dispensible goods. Certain chemical, pharmaceutical and other 
medicinal products, fuel and lubricants, iron, steel and other metals, 
wool, certain kinds of paper, asbestos, refractory material, industrial 
needles, sulphur, sacking and rubber. When making applications, 
importers must give at least two different countries as alternative 
sources of supply. 

(b) As from March 15, the Central Bank will consider applications 
for prior exchange permits without the use of foreign exchange for 
goods contained in List No. 1. To pay for such goods importers 
must use funds held abroad in foreign banks prior to December 31, 
1948. List No. 1 contains (in addition to goods comprised in List 
No. 2) other essential products which includes machinery and spares. 

(c) Goods in List No. 1 may also be imported subject to the approval 
of the Central Bank and without use of foreign exchange as capital 
equipment to be invested in Argentine industry. 

Prior exchange permits will be valid for six months. 

Further details will be published as soon as a copy of Circular 1086 
and the lists of goods attached thereto are received. 


Venezuela 
Air Freight Documents 
THE following information, which has been received from the 
British South American Airways Corporation, may be of interest to 
United Kingdom exporters :— 
“Will you please note that when completing the ‘ Planilla Aerea’ 
for Venezuelan freight, the following details must be shown :— 
(1) Consignment note number. (This should be inserted in 
line 6 after “‘ Name of Carrier.’’) 
(2) Weight in kilos to be shown to three decimal places. 
(3) Value of shipment to be stated in United States or Canadian 
dollars.”’ 
With regard to item 3 this is, of course, intended only as a dollar 
equivalent to facilitate clearance by the Customs authorities and does 
NOT imply that goods should actually be invoiced in dollars. 


1001 USES... 
In WORKSHOP - FACTORY - 


TYPE IV 
COMPRESSOR / VACUUM PUMP 


Pressure: 15lbs. sq. in. 





LABORATORY 





@ For {lItrations 
@ Vacuum filing and 
emptying of vessels 
@ For low pressure spray 
guns, blowpipes, etc. 
@ General engineering 
work 
@ Surgical work, etc., ete. 


Vacuum: 26in. Hg. 







(4ins. absolute) 


* Displacement: 


3 cu. ft./min, Export Enquiries 


Invited 


W. EDWARDS 


& Co. (London) Ltd. 
LOWER SYDENHAM - LONDON . S.E.26 
Telegrams: EDCOHIVAC, Phone, London 








Telephone : SYDenham 7026 (5 lines 
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Italian General Trading Tax 


H's MAJESTY’S REPRESENTATIVE at Rome has 
several recent Italian orders which alter the rates of the 
Trading Tax affecting various commodities. 

A previous notice describing this tax, which applies to both imported 
and home-produced goods, appeared in the Board of Trade Fourna| 
of April 5, 1947, page 543. 

The rate of this tax at present varies between 2 per cent. and 8 r 
cent. ad valorem, according to the nature of the commodity, byt in 
general, it is 3 per cent. The main exceptions are as follows :—’ 





ted 
Generg| 


A rate of 2 per cent. applies to :— 

Poultry eggs, butter, margarine, cheese and curds. 

Vegetables, fresh, dried or merely preserved in brine or simils 
solutions to prevent immediate deterioration. 

Fruit, fresh or dried, but not otherwise treated. 

Tomato preserves not containing condiments. 

Fish, fresh, frozen, dried, salted or in brine, even pressed, by 
not otherwise treated. 

Sugar. 

Certain fertilizers. 

Certain pesticides, namely, copper sulphate and pesticides cop. 
taining 64 per cent. of copper sulphate, copper oxychloride 
sulphur in various forms. 

Specified textile manufactures comprising yarns, thread, tissues, 
velvets and hosiery of hemp, flax, jute, cotton, wool, sik. 
artificial fibre and mixed; wool blankets and wool felts except 
woven industrial felts. (Up to December 31, 1949.) 

Norte.—Yarns of the above materials are exempt from the tax, up 
to December 31, 1949, when imported by a textile manufacturer for 
use in his own industry. 


A rate of 5 per cent. applies to :— 

Sparkling wines. 

Beverages with an alcoholic base. 

Photographic cameras and lenses therefor. 

Sensitized films and plates for photography and cinematography. 

Toilet preparations. 

Antiques, curios and articles for collections. 

Gramophones, phonographs, records (except those for instruc 
tional purposes), accordions and mechanical pianos. 

Playing cards, and sets, articles and accessories for games. 

A rate of 8 per cent. applies to :— 

Furskins and made-up furs. 

Precious stones, including synthetic and scientific stones, but not 
precious stones for industrial use; natural and cultured pearls, 
corals. 

Articles wholly or partly of gold or platinum, excluding articles 
for industrial or laboratory use and fountain pens of which the 
only part in gold is the nib. 

Articles and products wholly or mainly (by value) of silver. 


For certain commodities a special method of payment of the taxis 
provided by which a single payment is made at a rate fixed individually 
for each commodity. On imported goods, this single payment § 
collected by the Customs, and it covers all subsequent transactions 
except, for some commodities, that of retail sale. Examples of the 
goods treated in this way are books and other publications, coal and 
coke, mineral oil fuels and lubricating oils, proprietary medicines. 

Further particulars about the application of the tax to specific good 
may be obtained from C.R.E. Department of the Board of Trait 
(Tariff Section), Thames House (North), Millbank, London, 5.W.!. 
(Telephone: VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3036.) 


New Zealand Customs Decisions 


PARTICULARS are given below of some further decisions of the 
New Zealand Customs Department regarding the classification 
various articles under the New Zealand Tariff :— 





Classified Rate of Duty 

Goods under Tariff | under the British 
Item No. Preferential Tar! 

eee 





Machinery and appliances, viz. :— 
Manufacturing, Industrial, viz.:— 
Cranes :—Self-propelled jib cranes other than those 














running on rail or track ie ee oe 852 Free 
Tloists:—Tiering trucks, being self-propelled 
hoists designed to lift goods on elevating forks, 
transport them toa desired site, and stack them 
PRON ci kes cokers oc en lade. kee 852 Free 
ae 
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COMPANY MEETING 


BRITISH TYRE AND RUBBER 
RECORD BUSINESS 


Tue TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the British Tyre 
and Rubber Company, Limited, was held on March 16 in London. 

Sir Walrond Sinclair, K.B.E. (the chairman), said that a year ago 
he had pointed out that the company had shown progressive results for 
many years, and added that the returns then available were satisfactory. 
Asa matter of fact the volume of business had continued to expand, 
and by the close of the financial year had reached the highest level 
in the history of the company. As a result the trading profit of the 
group showed an advance of £280,375 to £1,648,825, the latter figure 
well exceeding the issued capital. 

He would like to direct shareholders’ attention to one or two 
specific items in the group profit and loss account. The board had 
considered it prudent to allocate £150,000 of the year’s profit to a 
plant replacement and stock reserve. As they were doubtless aware, 
most plant had more than doubled, and certain types of equipment had 
actually trebled, in cost during the past few years. The Revenue 
Authorities, however, only permitted income tax allowances on the 
first cost of the existing plant, and consequently what might be called 
normal tax-free depreciation became totally inadequate to make 
provision for replacement at to-day’s higher cost. Taxation relief 
should, therefore, be given on money ploughed back from profits 
for the purpose of replacing fixed assets, and there would appear to be 
few, if any, technical difficulties confronting the Revenue Authorities 
in putting that into effect. 

UNPRODUCTIVE 'TASKS 

The charge in the group profit and loss account for profits tax and 
income tax was the extremely heavy one of £843,258, equivalent to 
approximately 11s. 6d. in the £ of the net profit. Unfortunately it did 
not end there. They were continually having heavy and totally 
unproductive tasks thrust upon them, each with its spate of form-filling. 
That the added cost to production of those burdens was a heavy one 
was only too apparent. In the meanwhile Governmental expenditure 
kept steadily rising, the sellers’ market abroad was definitely over, 
making overseas sales increasingly difficult, while at home purchasing 
power was declining. 

He felt the period before them was going to be difficult. They would 
certainly be forced to face up to realities by hard work, greater pro- 
duction at lower cost, the elimination of every kind of unproductive 
effort, more output per man-hour, and the clearance of all needless con- 
trols and restrictive practices. Above everything the need for lessened 
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Government expenditure was paramount. Only in that way could the | 


burden of taxation on the country be lightened and the necessary incen- 
tive to encourage everyone to give of their best be brought into effect. 


THE OUTLOOK 
He was inclined to be less hopeful with regard to the immediate 
future. On the long view, however, he was still confident, but he 
had considerable doubt whether they could expect a continuation of 
the progress achieved during 1948. Fortunately, when one looked at the 
balance-sheet one could take some comfort that whatever the difficult 
weather ahead they were financially well equipped to ride the storm. 
Indications were only too evident that the cost curve had risen 


somewhat more steeply since the commencement of the current year, | 
; en Fortunately, their | 
financial position was so strong that he did not think their usual | 


with a tendency for that trend to continue. 


distribution to the shareholders was in the slightest jeopardy, and he 
hoped the contribution to the employees’ fund was equally immune. It 
might be that the company would have to modify their appropriations 
to the reserves, although the figures at which they stood at present 
should prove ample to see them over a period of less prosperous times. 

Finally, to complete his review of the year, he again placed on record 
his indebtedness to his colleagues on the board, to the managing 
director, the departmental managers and their administrative staffs 
and employees at head office, the respective factories and branches 
throughout the group. He was sure that every shareholder would wish 
to join him in the expression of appreciation and thanks for services 
given unsparingly. 

They had a very efficient organization and every link in the chain 
had stood up to whatever strain was imposed. With a loyal body of 
men and women in the company’s service who could be depended 
upon to meet all that was required of them, he thought they might 
have every confidence in the future of their great undertaking. 

_The report was adopted. 
This report is published as an advertisement 
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South America 


With our own branches in 19 important 
Central and South America cities, 
and correspondents throughout South 
America, we are well equipped to serve 


traders interested in Latin 


American Markets. 


British 


Correspondents the world over. 


London Offices— 
© Lothbury, E.C.2. E. B. McInerney, Mégr. 
2-4 Cockspur St., S.W.1. L. R. Newman, Mgégr. 


THE 


ROYAL BANE 
OF CANADA |\°.7°°"""" 


in Canada, New- 

Head Office, Montreal. foundland, the West 
Offices in Indies, Central and 

New York and Paris 


South America. 















Incorporated in Canada in 1869 with Limited Liability 











SEVTOX 


New Selective Weedkiller 


for PEAS 








Sevtox can be applied as a liquid spray when 
the peas are 4to 8 inches high before flowering. 
Sevtox can be applied as a Pest Control! Con- 
tract Spraying Serv.ce by special tractor driven 
spraying machines or may be ordered for 
farmers own use. 


Sevtox is a new but well tested selective 
weed-killer containing DNBP and has now 
Brit Pat. No. 597,483. It ean be used safely 
on PEAS. Sevtox controls Charlock, Fat 
Hen, Poppy, Cleavers, White Mustard, Chick- 
weed, Hemp Nettle, Pennycress, Wild Radish, 
Black Bindweed, Shepherd's Purse, May- 
weed, Poppy, and other weeds at early 
stages of their growth. 


PEST CONTROL .v.«.) LTD 
CAMBRIDGE 


Telephone: Harston 3/2 


Write for leaflet giving full particulars 
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An Invitation 
to Manufacturers... 
{| 
| Our first post war catalogue is now 
being prepared for distribution to 
our customers on the 


WEST COAST OF AFRICA. 
| If you wish YOUR goods to be 


| 
| 
| 


included write :— 


| 
| BRAZENDALE & CO. LTD.:; 





11 OLD HALL STREET, LIVERPOOL 3 
















PLASTIC BINDINGS, 
PIPINGS, STRAPPINGS 


made to the MARSHALL FORMULA 
do not tear, stretch or crack 








C. & C. MARSHALL LTD. 
PLASTRIP HOUSE, OAKLEIGH ROAD NORTH, 
LONDON, N.20. Phone & Grams HILLSIDE 5041/2 


Test samples and technical advice with pleasure 








SHAW’S EXPORTERS’ GUIDE 


(23rd YEAR OF PUBLICATION) 
Published Monthly at £1-11-6 


12 consecutive Issues - Post Paid 


Full information as to :— 


IMPORT LICENSING. 

CONSULAR INVOICES. 

ASSESSMENT OF DUTIES. 

CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS. 

DISCOUNTS & REBATES. 

PARCELS POST REGULATIONS. 

EXPORT CERTIFIED INVOICES. 

BRITISH EMPIRE PREFERENCE. 

LEGALIZATION OF DOCUMENTS & FEES. 
CERTIFICATION OF COMMERCIAL INVOICES. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN as Issued by British Chambers 
of Commerce & F.B.I. 

EXCHANGE CONTROL ACT 1947 

Notice to Exporters—Prescribed: manner of payment. 





Published in two Sections owing to Paper Restrictions. 
Section 1. Foreign Countries—January, March, May, July, 
September and November. 
Section 2. British Dominions and Overseas Possessions— 
Feb., April, June, Aug., Oct. and Dec. 





The Shipping Dept. Bulletin appears in each Issue, containing 
information on matters relative to Export conditions and Items 
of interest at time of Press. 


Printed and Published by 


A. C. SHAW & CO. LTD. 


127 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON, E.C.2 
Telephone : MONARCH 9417-8-9 











FOR SALE 


Argenti Proteinas. 10,000 ozs., price 5d. per oz. 

Pyro-Metol Developer. In 5-quartsizetins. 40,000 tins available, 
packed in cases of 100. Price, £17 10s. Od. per 1,000 tins. 
(Special quotations to clear lot.) 

Tropical Pith Helmets. 4,000 packed in cartons of 10. Price, 
1s. 3d. each. 

Brass Hand Bells. 1,000 packed in cases of 30. Price, £4 10s. Od. 
per case. Quotation to clear. 

Ship’s Watch Bells. 100. (Weight, 25 Ibs. each, phosphor 
bronze), packed 5 per case. Price, £10 10s. Od. per case. 
(Special quotation to clear.) 

Binoculars. 50 pairs Optical Film Co., as new, 7 by 50. Price, 
£12 10s. Od. per pair. 

Dennis Slide Fuses. 15 amps; 5,000. Price, £50 Os. Od. per 1,000. 
(Special quotation to clear.) 

Webbing Haversack Carriers. 2,000. Price, 4s. Od. each. 

Emergency Survival Kits. 3,000 in plastic case, containing :— 
Matches, shaving soap, compass, 2.5 volt bulb, sharpening stone, 
linen fishing line, box fishing hooks, fire-making tablets, water 
purifying tablets, reading or sun glass, heliograph, rabbit snar e, 
6 Gillette blades, 2 Star blades, waterproof pouch. Price, 
£175 Os. Od. per 1,000. 

2-prong Brass Waistcoat Buckles. 150 gross. Price, 6s. Od. 
per gross. 

Brass Garden Syringes. 150. Price, 6s. Od. each. 

Cable Laying Machines with petrol engine. 15. Price, £10 Os. Od. 
each. 

Sickles, hand type, Sheffield make, serrated steel blade. 2,500. 
Price, 2s. Od. each. (Special quotation to clear.) 

Dust Sheets. Lightweight Duck as new, 7 yds. by 6 yds. 150. 
Price, £3 10s. Od. each. (Special quotation to clear.) 


GROVE WAREHOUSES LTD 


4 JACKSON STREET, LONDON ROAD, MANCHESTER, 1. 





FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Salt-Glazed Sanitary Pipes 
and Fittings 


ROBERT CROSS & CO. (Reading) LTD. 
115 London Road, Reading, Berks. 
Phone : Reading 62702 Cables: HUBERTUS READING 
SOLE EXPORT CONCESSIONAIRES 














Trinity House, London 


The Corporation of Trinity House invite tenders for the supply of 
the following stores, viz. : 
Boat Hooks, Chamois Leathers, Shipchandlery, 
Cotton Wicks, Glassware and Crockery, Hardware 
and Hollow-ware, Oars and Tools, Ironmongery, etc. 
Forms of tender can be obtained on application to the Secretary, 
Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, E.C.3, to whom tenders in 
sealed envelopes are to be returned not later than 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 12, 1949. 
The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 
R. H. G. THOMSON, 
Secretary. 
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addition, the Tariff Board will consider whether, for Tariff purposes, 
these materials might be sub-divided into groups, and the following 
groups would be appropriate : 


Australian Tariff Board 


1 References 


E United Kingdom Senior Trade Commissioner at Canberra has 
te by telegraph that the Commonwealth Minister of Trade 
ind Customs has referred to the Tariff Board for enquiry and report 
the question of what rate of duty should be imposed on internal 
combustion engines at present classified under Tariff Items No. 
178 (D) (1) and 178 (1). 

These items read as follows :— 


(1) Synthetic resin and moulding compound now classified under item 369, processed to a 
lesser extent than into sheet fibre, blocks, rods, strips, tubes, or other preformed shapes, 
of the en types :— 

(a) ogee ne phenol cresol xylenol and resorcinol condensation product 
aldehydes. 
® amino, including urea and melamine condensation product with aldehydes. 
c) vinal chloride, vinylidene chloride, vinyl esters and viny) ethers in any of their 
—— and coplymerized forms. 

(2) Resin an pound not included in (1) but classified under item 369, processed to a 
lesser extent than into sheets, blocks, rods, strips, tubes, or other preformed shapes. 

(3) Materials including piece-goods composed of synthetic resin processed to the state of, 
but not further than, sheets, blocks, rods, strips, tubes, or other preformed shapes. 









































British Most- At the same time, the Tariff Board will consider whether the various 
Profer- | Favoured-) Ceneral rates of duty should apply to particular materials or groups of materials 
Tariff Tariff as outlined above, and whether, coincident with sub-division, steps 
178 Motive power machinery and appliances (except ~~ __ should be taken to amend the wording of Tariff Item 232 (E) to ensure 
Br 178 Mo iectric), vis. :— that only synthetic resin and preparations containing synthetic resin 
(0) Internal poe ee ae ann of a type mainly used in the manufacture of paint, enamel and varnish 
vehicles) -— are admitted under this item. 
to and including 50 horse-power - P 
(1) (a) Up ad valorem | 274% 524% | 574% At present Tariff Items 369 and 232 (E) provide as follows :— 
(b) Over 50 horse-power the rate of duty 
shall be the percentage rate under 
sub-paragraph (a) reduced by -8 for | ites 
each Se ge Fo sey - horse- | | British | Favoured-| General 
sitianivinanlencnelet ad valorem Free 128% 123% | Pe me a _— 
‘°o ‘0 
(I) Marine engines, internal combustion, viz. :— jal Tariff Tariff 
| (1) Petrol engines of four or more ——, 869 Articles, not included under any other heading | ‘e 
20 horse-power or over, when operate | in the Tariff, of celluloid, xylonite, synthetic | | 
oii ear ceniched taoaeaet ond a ane 2 ee ee ee | | 
; > - vory pulp, papier-mache, indura‘' re, 
>, for, use therewith . gy tem ened er - Z ons? or asbestos... was val. 30% 474% 474% 
(2) Outboard engines +1» ad valorem o o | 278% 232(E) | Synthetic resins, synthetic oils, and prepara- 
(3) ice rae tes eae — tions containing synthetic resins, 0 ithe 
ni e use n e manuiacture o nts, 
———aae with such enamels he op Z.i— - 
— PENCE tn ee 
(a) Up to and including 25 horse-power os . a In viscous or plastic form, which are 
; " ad em 223% 474% 474% non-fiuid at 15-5 degrees Centigrade and 
(b) ane = parca mtd but not which have a specific gravity at 15-6 
exceeding orse-power, a8 pre- degrees Centigrade not less than 1,000 
scribed by Departmental By-Laws is be Concentrated solutions in a volatile 
ad valorem Free 124% 124% solvent containing not less than 50 per > Free Free Free 
(c) Exceeding 100 horse-power a ai cent. by weight of synthetic resin, and/or 
ad valorem Free 125% 123% oil processed synthetic resin which is 
non-fluid at 15-5 degrees Centigrade and 
aa Primage duties levied on goods classified as above are as follows :— Dentinsede act teas than',000 re 7 
2 aoa ove ee er % 2s. ; 8s. 2 5 ; 
ma 16 (0) (1) (a ad valorem | Exempt 6% 109 > Coase ae wee] te 
b ad valorem | Exempt 6 % 10% ad val. 174% 824% 874% 
() = —- Exempt . & e. & whichever rate returns the higher duty. 
valor Y 
(3)(a) ad valorem | 5% 10% 10% 
(b) on sen oes ... ad valorem cxemp 4 4% , — : s 
(C) ase see wee, wee, Ah valorem =| Exempt 4% 4% Any United Kingdom Trade Association or firm which may desire 








to present evidence at the enquiry should communicate at once with 
the Commercial Relations and Exports Department, Board of Trade, 
Millbank, London, S.W.1, quoting Reference No. C.R.T. 9289/48. 





Any United Kingdom Trade Association or firm which may desire 
to present evidence at the enquiry should communicate at once with 
the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports Department, 
Millbank, London, S.W.1, quoting Reference No. C.R.E. 2293/49. 


The Commonwealth Minister of Trade and Customs has again 
referred to the Tariff Board for enquiry and report the question of 
the rates of duty leviable on gloves under Tariff Item 113 (B). 

The matter was originally referred to the Tariff Board in November 
1947 (see the Board of Trade Journal of November 29, 1947) and in 
accordance with their recommendation Tariff Item 113 (B) was 
amended to provide as follows :— 


ll | | Most- | 


Sudan 
Import Regulations 


AS from March 5, 1949, the Sudan Government have issued an open 
general licence for the import of all goods originating from the 
Scheduled Territories and the Transferable Accounts Area (except 
Aden Colony and Protectorate) with the exception of (1) those carried 
by air; (2) those imported in transit to other countries; and 
(3) those in the list below. 


Food guns (other than rice). 
Wheat flour. 





Mild steel and cast steel sections of all 
kinds. 

















; ' | 
- | preferen- | ‘Nation | ‘Tarif. Fresh butter. Iron and steel wire. 
tial Tariff| Tariff Dates. Steel cables and ropes. 
_| 2 Sees Coffee. ron = — —— and strips. 
Gloves, not elsewhere included, including mittens (and | Domestic milk powder. etal plates and sheets of all kinds. 
¢ * : *Unbleached cotton piece-goods. Steel tubes and pipes. 
— — driving, housemaids’ and garden | Ph ae og P 4 Ralway wagons and track materials 
(1) Astrakhan and wool ad val,| Free 124% | 224% *Pyrethrum. netting and expanded metal. 
2 / *Insecticides of any description. Nails, tacks, spikes and screws. 
(2) Other ee uate ad val. | 223% 35% 45% Baby foods. . . Common bolts, nuts, rivets and washers. 
Linseed oll. Iron and steel hardware. 
: Palm oil. Metallic structures. 

It is understood that the matter has been reopened as a result of Coconut oil. Machinery SS at wo lst parts | and 
tepresentations on behalf of Australian manufacturers and Con-  poftet Soap. and heir engines’ parts and accessories), 
tinental interests. Common soap. Gocuap Saves and equipment. 

Any United Kingdom Trade Association or firm which may desire 80M soap. araane epplinuces and agparttus of all 
to present evidence at the enquiry should communicate at once with —_ Plywood. Refrigerators and parts, . 
the Commercial Relations and Exports Department, Board of Trade, pw ge Tractors and their parts. es 
Millbank, London, S.W.1, quoting Reference No. E.P.D. 42901/47. Wrapping paper. Gold and specie. 

Cement. Crude ——_ silver. 

The Commonwealth Minister of Trade and Customs has referred Heposed’ nin Ff gee jewellery. 
to the Tariff Board for enquiry and report the question of thejrates of ; ‘ : : f 
duty which should be imposed on certain synthetic plastic intermediate No licences will be issued until further notice for those goods 





which are at present classified under Tariff Item 369. In marked with an asterisk. 








Salt Duty 


For the year beginning April 1, 1949, no duty shall be levied on 
salt manufactured in or imported by sea or by land into the Provinces 
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Indian Budget Proposals 


HE United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Delhi has for- 
warded a copy of the Indian Finance Bill, which was introduced 
in the Legislative Assembly on February 28, 1949, to give effect 
to the Government of India’s financial proposals for year commencing 
April 1, 1949. The Bill provides, inter alia, for the following modifica- 
tions in Customs and Excise duties. 








of India. 
Import Duties 
Tariff | Present Duty New Duty 
No } Description (Standard rate unless| otherwise specified) 
9 (5) Betelnuts Standard: 5 annas per — 7} annas per 
Brit. Colonies: 44 annas | Brit. Colonies: 7 annas 
per Ib. per Ib. 
17 Sugar, excluding confec- | Rate of excise duty on sugar other than Khandsari 
tionery. or Palmysa, plus R6-12-0 per ewt., plus one-fifth 
of total duty. (See revised excise duty below.) 

24 (1) Cigars The rate at which duty is , 374 per cent. ad valorem, 
for the time being levi- lus Res.165-10-0 per 
able on articles in- fo. 
cluded in Item No. 87 
read with any other 
enactment in force, 
plus Rs.12-8-0 per Ib., 
plus one-fourth of the 
total duty. 

24 (2) Cigarettes The rate at which duty is | $7} per cent. ad valorem, 
for the time being levi- pS Rs. 39-1-0 
able on articles in- r thousand or 
cluded in Item No. 87 Res. 15-10-0 per Ib., 
read with any other whichever is higher. 
enactment in force, 
plus Ks.31-4-0 per 
thousand or Rs.12-8-0 

er lb., whichever is 
igher, plus one-fourth 
of the total duty. 

27 (6) Motor spirit Duty is equivalent to excijse duty. (See revised 
excise duty below.) 

44 Paper, all sorts, not | 30 per cent. ad valorem. | 37} per cent. ad valorem. 

otherwise specified. 

45 Articles made of paper | *30 per cent. ad valorem | 37} per cent. ad valorem 

and papier mache; 
stationery, including 
drawing and copy 
books, labels, adver- 
tising circulars, sheet 
or card almanacs and 
calendars, Christmas, 
Easter and other cards, 
including cards in 
booklet forms;  in- 
cluding also waste 
paper. 

60 Glass and glassware, not | *30 per cent. ad valorem | $74 per cent. ad valorem 

otherwise specified, and 
lacquered ware. 

60 (6) Sheet and plate glass ... | *30 per cent. ad valorem | 45 per cent. ad valorem 

Ex 60] 

Pm (2) Cutlery, all sorts, not | *30 per cent. ad valorem | 37} per cent. ad valorem 

otherwise specified. 

71 (3) Metal furniture and cabi- | *30 per cent. ad valorem | 374 per cent. ad valorem 

net ware. 

73 (14) | Flashlights *30 per cent. ad valorem | 37} per cent. ad valorem 


[Ex 73 (2)] 
77 (5) 
[Ex 77] 


78 





Photographicinstruments, 


apparatus and appli- 
ances. 


Clocks and watches and 
parts thereof, not other- 
wise specified ... be 





Standard: *36 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

United Kingdom: *%24 
per cent. ad valorem. 

*60 per cent. ad valorem 


Standard: 45 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

United Kingdom: 33 
per cent. ad valorem. 

75 per cent. ad valorem 








* Present duties include 20 per cent. 


to surcharge. 


Customs Surcharge 


The surcharge on import duties is to be levied for a further period 
up to March 31, 1950, as follows: [Tariff Item Nos. shown [ ]] 

(1) 100 per cent. on ale, beer, porter, cider and other fermented 
liquors [22 (2)] and spirits [22 (4)]. 

(2) 50 per cent. on fabrics containing more than 10 per cent. silk 
[48 and 48 (4)]; fabrics containing more than 10 per cent. artificial 
silk [48 (1) and 48 (5)]; fabrics containing more than 10 per cent. 
wool [48 (2) and 48 (6)]; fabrics containing 50 to 90 per cent. cotton 
[48 (7)]; fabrics containing not more than 10 per cent. silk or artificial 
silk or wool or 50 per cent. cotton [48 (8)]; fabrics containing gold 
or silver thread [48 (10)]; cotton knitted apparel, etc. [51 (2)]. 

(3) 40 per cent. on artificial silk yarn and thread [47 (2)]; earthen- 
ware, china and porcelain (except pipes and sanitaryware) [59 (2), 
59 (4) and 59 (5). 


surcharge, but proposed new duties are not subject 


the following :— 


of Trade Fournal. 


(4) 20 per cent. on all other goods subject to import duty except 


(a) Bacon and ham, not canned or bottled [2]; ghee [4]; milk 
condensed or preserved, etc. [4 (1)]; sterilized cream (4 (3 : 
butter [4 (4)]; cheese [4 (5)]; dehydrated vegetables, other ne 
tomatoes, onions, potatoes and cauliflowers [7 (1)]; curran; 
[8 (1)]; fruits, dried, etc., not otherwise specified [8 (2)]; fie 
candied, etc. [8 (3)]; | apples, pears, prunes and grapes fresh, 
[8 (4) and 8 (5)]; cardamons, cinnamon, cloves, nutmegs and 
pepper [9 (3)]; betelnuts [9 (5)]; vanilla beans [9 6)]; cass; 
lignea, ground or unground [9 (7)]; starch [11 (4)]; farina ie : 
grass and clover seeds [12 (6)]: gums, arabic, benjamin (ras and 
cowrie) and dammar etc. [13 (4)]; cochineal [13 (8)]; rosin [13 (9)] 
all sorts of wax, grease and animal fat, not otherwise specified [15 
fish oil and whale oil hardened or hydrogenated [15 (5)]; mineral 
grease, including petroleum jelly [15 (9)]; stearine [15 (10)}; 
tung oil [15 (11)]; neat’s-foot oil [15 (12)]; canned or bottled 
bacon, ham or lard [16]; fish canned [16 (1) and 16 (3)]; fruit 
juices, etc. [20 (1) and 20 (5)]; vegetables, canned [20 (2), 20 (6) 
and 20 (7)]; fruit, canned or bottled [20 (3), 20 (8) and 20 (9)}; 
jam, jellies, etc. [20 (4)]; glucose, other than for medicinal pur- 
poses [21 (3)]; meat, canned [21 (4)]; rennet essence [21 (5)}; 
soups, canned or bottled [21 (6)]; blended flavouring concentrates 
(21 (7)]; meat, frozen [21 (8)]; soups, all sorts, not otherwise 
specified [21 (9)]; wines [22 (3)]; certain spirits [22 (5)]; tobacco 
(24, 24 (1), 24 (2) and 24 (3)]; salt [25 (1)]; asphalt [27 (1)}; 
pitch and tar [27 (2) and 27 (9)]; certain mineral oils [27 (3), 
27 (4), 27 (5) and 27 (6)]; chemicals, drugs and medicines (28 
28 (8), 28 (15), 28 (16), 28 (17), 28 (18), 28 (19), 28 (20), 28 (21), 
28 (22), 28 (23), 28 (24), 28 (25), 28 (26), 28 (27), 28 (28) and 
28 (29)]; toilet requisites [28 (14) and 28 (30)]; cinematograph 
films [29 and 29 (1)]; certain paints, dyes, etc. (30, 30 (1), 30 (2), 
30 (11), 30 (12) and 30 (13)]; abrasive papers, cloths, discs, etc, 
[30 (9) and 30 (10)]; camphor [31 (4)]; fireworks, not otherwise 
specified [34 (3)]; plywood [40 (4)]; battens for tea chests [40 (5)}; 
Douglas fir [40 (6)]; wallboards of wood fibre [40 (7)]; wood pulp 
[43]; paper [44 and 44 (1)]; stationery, etc. [45]; fountain pens 
[45 (3)]; cotton, raw [46 (3)]; certain textile manufactures [49]; 
ribbons [49 (2)]; socks and stockings of silk or artificial silk [51]; 
lace or trimmings of cotton or linen [52 (4)]; linen embroideries 
[53 (2)]; hats, caps, bonnets [55, 55 (1), 55 (2) and 55 (3)]; glass 
and glassware, not otherwise specified [60]; electric lighting bulbs 
[60 (2) and 60 (5)]; glass bangles, beads, etc. [60 (3) and 60 (4)]; 
plate and sheet glass [60 (6)]; gold and silver bullion, etc., gold 
and silver coin [61 (2), 61 (3), 62 (1) and 62 (2)]; articles plated 
with gold or silver [61 (8) and 61 (9)]; articles of imitation jewellery 
(61 (11)]; alloy tool and special steels [63 (30), 63 (31) and 63 (32)]; 
iron or steel wood screws [63 (33)]; iron or steel hoops [63 (34)]; 
ferro-silicon [63 (35)]; copper, wrought [64, 64 (3) and 64 (4)]; 
non-ferrous nickel alloys [65]; lead pipes, tubes and sheets [67, 
67 (1) and 67 (2)]; zinc and spelter, wrought, etc. [68 and 68 (2)]; 


tin solders, etc. [69 (2)]; certain non-ferrous metals, alloys and 


manufactures [70, 70 (1)], 70 (2), 70 (3), 70 (4), 70 (5), 70 (6) and 
70 (9)]; cutlery [71 (2)]; metal furniture [71 (3)]; hurricane 
lanterns [71 (7)]; grinding wheels, etc. [71 (8)]; stoves for use 


with liquid fuels [71 (9)]; safety razors and parts [71 (10)]; certain f 


machinery [72, 72 (1), 72 (2), 72 (3), 72 (4), 72 (5), 72 (11), 72 (14) 
to 72 (28)]; bare copper wire, etc. [72 (12)]; steel belt lacings 
[72 (13)]; certain electric instruments, etc. [73 (2), 73 (8) and 73 (9)]; 
wireless reception instruments, etc. [73 (4), 73 (10), 73 (11), 73 (12) 
and 73 (13)]; dry batteries [73 (7)]; flashlights [73 (14)]; certain 
railway materials [74 (2) and 74 (4)]; motor cars [75 (1)]; cycles 
and parts [75 (5) to 75 (8)]; optical, scientific, surgical instruments, 
etc. [77 (2) and 77 (4)]; photographic instruments, etc. [77 (5)]; 
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clocks and watches and parts [78 and 78 (1)]; musical instruments 
and parts [79]; ivory, manufactured [82 (1)]; toys, games, ete. 
[84 and 84 (1)]; smokers’ requisites [85 (1)]. 

(b) the following goods if produced or manufactured in Burma: 
potatoes and onions [Ex. 7]; coffee [9]; certain spices [9 (3)]; 
cutch and gambier [13 (2)]; sugar [17] and matches [34 (4) (a)]. 
{Note.—The above list includes a number of items for which 


exemption from surcharge has not previously been notified in the Board 
The actual duties payable on these items are 
unaffected by the Budget proposals, however. They remain as shown 
in recent notices of amendment (e.g., Board of Trade Journal 0 
November 20, 1948, and March 12, 1949), or the basic rates hav- 
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yp March 1949 
raised to a level equivalent to the previous duty (including 

ascharge)]- 

jdditional Customs Duties on Fabrics 

case of fabrics classified under tariff items 48 to 48 (10) 

‘sclysive, the Bill provides that if the excise duty for the time being 

wriable on like goods exceeds the Customs duty (including surcharge), 


ml, additional Customs duty shall be leviable equivalent to this excess. 
duties payable on cloths manufactured in India are shown 


1949 





In the 


t Excise 

= below. 

Uits, r 

resh | f Excise Duties 

and () The following new duties are leviable on cloth :— 

a Cloth (i.e., any type of cloth manufactured either wholly from 
al; cotton or partly from cotton and partly from any other material, 
(9) but not including ready-made cloth, other than dhoties and sarees; 
13): hosiery; leather cloth and inferior or imitation leather cloth 
eral ordinarily used in book-binding; tracing paper; cloth manu- 
0): factured partly from cotton and partly from wool, containing 
tled 4) per cent. or more of wool by weight; rubberized or synthetic 
fruit waterproof fabrics, whether single-textured or double-textured 
(6) and hand loom cloth) : 

9). (1) Superfine cloth (i.e., cloth in which the count of warp yarn 
yur (whether single or folded) is 48s or finer. 

5)]; *25 per cent. ad valorem 
ates (2) Fine cloth (i.e., cloth in which the count of warp yarn 
vise (whether single or folded) is 35s or finer, but does not 
" exceed 47s : iia 6} per cent. ad valorem 
“4 (3) Medium cloth (i.e., cloth in which the count of warp yarn 
28 (whether single or folded) is 17s or finer, but does not 
1), exceed 34s eas 3 pies per yard 
ind (4) Coarse cloth (i.e., cloth in which the count of warp yarn 
ph (whether single or folded) does not exceed 16s. 

2), 3 pies per yard 
tc * The excise duty on superfine cloth was first introduced with 


ite effect from January 1, 1949, under Ordinance No. I of 1949, 
)); f (i) Increased duties are to be levied on the following :— 


Ip Motor spirit : 15 annas per Imperial gallon (previously 12 annas). 
ns Sugar, other than Khandsari or Palmyra: Rs.3} per cwt. 
)}; (previously Rs.3). 

); Tyres (pneumatic, including inner tube and outer cover)— 

es For motor vehicles : 30 per cent. ad valorem (previously 15 per 
88 cent. ad valorem). 

bs All other: Duty remains at 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

i (iii) The following item has been reclassified :— 


(1) Matches in boxes containing 60 matches on an average, if 


d manufactured in a factory whose output— 

y Per Gross 
: Boxes 

’ (i) exceeds 500,000 gross boxes per year ... Rs.3 


] 

f (ii) does not exceed 500,000 gross boxes per 

): : year, but exceeds 100 gross boxes per day_ Rs.2.15.3 
; (iii) does not exceed 100 gross boxes per day Rs.2.14.0 


d 

df (2) Matches in boxes containing 40 matches on an average, 
e if manufactured in a factory whose output— 

e Per Gross 
nb Boxes 
) (i) exceeds 500,000 gross boxes per year Rs.2 

3 (ii) does not exceed 500,000 gross boxes per 


year, but exceeds 100 gross boxes per day Rs.1.15.6 
(iii) does not exceed 100 gross boxes per day__—‘Rs.1.15. 


Export Duties 


] (i) New duty will be levied on cigarettes, cigars, and cheroots : 
15 per cent. ad valorem. 
; (ii) Reduction in duty on cotton cloth from 25 per cent. to 10 per 
'— .. _ cent. ad valorem. 

(iii) Duties on oil seeds and vegetable oils withdrawn. 





| Pakistan 


[) Certificates of Origin 
[| THE Trade Commissioner for Pakistan has requested that the follow- 





to the notice of exporters to Pakistan. 








BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


ing information about certificates of value and origin should be brought 


Certificates of origin are required for assessment at the preferential 





667 


and differential rates of duty under the United Kingdom/India 
Trade Agreement Rules, Textiles Protection Act and Iron and Steel 
Protection Act. 

A certificate of origin is not necessary if assessment at the pre- 
ferential or differential rates of duty is not claimed. 

If the goods invoiced do not fulfil the conditions given in the 
certificates of origin in one of the three forms* pertaining to the goods, 
neither a certificate of origin nor a certificate of value will be neces- 
sary. 


* Copies of these forms may be seen at Tariff Section, Board of Trade, 
Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Import Control 


THE United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Karachi has reported 
by telegram that the following items when imported into Pakistan 
are no longer on Open General Licence. (See Board of Trade Fournal 
of December 4, 1948, page 1092.) 





Part and Serial 
No. in the Import 





Trade Control Description 
Schedule 
Part IV. 
189 Fabrics, not otherwise specified, containing more than 10 
per cent. and not more than 90 per cent. silk. 
Part V. 
57 Boots and shoes, containing rubber. 





Import of these items from United Kingdom and sterling and soft 
currency sources will now be subject to individual licence. 


Ecuador 


Exchange and Import Control 
HIS MAJESTY’S REPRESENTATIVE at Quito has forwarded a 


translation of recent circulars and resolutions issued by the Central 
Bank of Ecuador and the Monetary Board which provide for further 
amendments to the Lists annexed to the Regulations of the Exchange 
and Import Control Law of June 5, 1947 (for previous notice on this 
subject see Board of Trade Journal of January 22, 1949, page 162). 
Certain goods including food preserves, musical instruments, lace, 
perfumes, lotions, bathing suits, confectionery, spices, chewing gum 
and liquors, have been added to List C. Wire netting, spoons and 
forks and solder are added to List A while an addition of capsules, 
seals and collars of plastic material for bottles and flasks has been 
made to List B. 


The Central Bank of Ecuador has also issued a memorandum for 
importers concerning applications for import licences and the manner 
in which they are to be made. 

Further information may be obtained from Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department (Tariff Section), Board of Trade, Thames 
House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
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We are exhibiting, as usual, at this years B.I.F. 
Make a point of seeing our Stand No. H.355,Olympia 
|. BILLAM LTD., ELDON ST., SHEFFIELD 











EMBERS of United Kingdom firms are urged to call upon 

Commercial Relations and Exports Department’s representatives 

abroad when they visit an overseas country. Their own repre- 
sentatives abroad are also advised to keep in close touch with the 
Department’s Officers. Correspondence intended for these officers 
should normally be addressed to them by title rather than name. 


The following list giving particulars of H.M. Ministers and 
Consular Officers who have special responsibility for commercial 
work is supplementary to the list of Commercial Diplomatic Officers 
published in the Board of Trade Fournal. 


EUROPE 


Faroe Islands : Commander J. H. Boorman, Vice-Consul, British 
Vice-Consulate, Thorshavn, Faroe Islands. 


Iceland: Mr. C. W. Baxter, C.M.G., M.C., H.M. Minister and 
Consul-General, British Legation, Reykjavik, Iceland. 


Luxemburg : Colonel N. Watson, Consul, British Consulate, 
Luxemburg. 


AFRICA 


Belgian Congo: Mr. T. Wikeley, O.B.E., Consul-General, 
British Consulate-General, Leopoldville, Belgian Congo. 


Ethiopia: Mr. D. W. Lascelles, C.M.G., H.M. Minister and 
Consul-General, British Legation, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 


French Africa (not including French Morocco) : 

AvcerIA: Mr. Darrell Wilson, Consul-General, British Consulate- 
General, 26 Boulevard Carnot, Algiers. 

FRENCH West Arrica: Mr. H. B. Henderson, Consul-General, 
British Consulate-General, Dakar, Senegal. 

Mapagcascar: Mr. P. I. Lake, M.C., Consul, British Consulate, 
Antananarivo, Madagascar. 

Tunisia: Mr. L. H. Hurst, Consul-General, British Consulate- 
General, Tunis, Tunisia. 


Liberia : Mr. J. Bowering, H.M. Minister and Consul-General, 
British Legation, Monrovia, Liberia. 

Morocco : 

RaspatT: Mr. C. H. Cane, C.B.E., Consul-General, British Con- 
sulate-General, Rabat, Morocco. 

CasaBLANcA: Mr. H. N. Pullen, Consul, British Consulate, 
Casablanca, Morocco. 

Tancien: Mr. C. N. Stirling, C.M.G., 
British Consulate-General, Tangier, Morocco. 

Teruan : Mr. C. G. Hope Gill, Consul-General, British Consulate- 
General, Calle Garcia Hernandez, No. 4, Tetuan, Morocco. 


Portuguese East Africa : 

Berra: Mr. A. C. Kendall, O.B.E., Consul, British Consulate, 
Casa Infante de Sagres, Beira. 

LourENcOo Marques: Mr. C. F. W. Andrews, Consul-General, 
British Consulate-General, 24 Avenida Elias Garcia, Lourenco 
Marques, Portuguese East Africa. 


Portuguese West Africa: Mr. D. O. Fynes-Clinton, Consul, 
British Consulate, Loanda, Portuguese West Africa. 


Consul - General, 
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ASIA 


Indo-China: Mr. F. S. Gibbs, O.B.E., Consul-General, British 
Consulate-General, Saigon, Indo-China. 
Transjordan: Sir A. S. Kirkbride, C.M.G., O.B.E., Mc 


H.M. Minister, British Legation, Amman, T'ransjordan. 


NORTH AMERICA 


Boston: Mr. C. E. Whitamore, O.B.E., Consul-General, British 
Consulate-General, Room 724, 10 Post Office Square, Boston 9 
Massachusetts. x 

Chicago : Mr. A. H. Marlow, Consul-General, British Consulgt.. 
General, 39 S. La Salle Street, Chicago 3, Illinois. ; 

Detroit: Mr. D. F. H. Brickell, O.B.E., Consul-General, Britis, 
Consulate-General, 1574 National Bank Buildings, Detroit % 
Michigan. 

Houston: Mr. J. T. Henderson, Consul~ General, Britis; 
Consulate-General, 513 Cotton Exchange Buildings, Houston ? 
Texas. 

Los Angeles : Mr. R. H. Hadow, C.M.G., M.C., Consul-Gener, 
British Consulate-General, 448 South Hill, Hill Street, Los Angeles 
U.S.A. 

New Orleans: Mr. D. F. MacDermot, C.B.E., Consul-Generl 
British Consulate-General, 1022 Canal Buildings, 210 Baronne 
Street, New Orleans, U.S.A. 

New York: Sir F. E. Evans, K.C.M.G., Consul-General, British 
Consulate-General, 61st Floor, Empire State Building, 350 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 1, U.S.A. 

Philadelphia : Mr. H. C. McClelland, C.B.E., Consul-Genen, 
British Consulate-General, 12 South 12th Street, Philadelphia, , 
Pennsylvania. 

San Francisco: Mr. E. W. Meiklereid, Consul-General, British 
Consulate-General, Alaska Commercial Buildings, 310 Sansome 
Street, San Francisco, U.S.A. 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


Costa Rica: Mr. B. P. Sullivan, H.M. Minister and Consul. 
General, British Legation, San Jose, Costa Rica. 

Dominican Republic: Mr. S. H. Gudgeon, C.B.E., HM. 
Minister and Consul-General, British Legation, No. 54 Avenida 
Independencia, Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic. 

Haiti: Mr. A. C. Routh, H.M. Minister and Consul-Generdl, 
British Legation, Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 


SOUTH AMERICA 
Ecuador : 


Quito: Mr. J. E. M. Carvell, H.M. Minister and Consul-General, 
British Legation, Quito, Ecuador. ‘ 
GuayaquiL: Mr. F. H. Todd, Consul, British Consulate, Esq. 
Calle Malecon and Calle San Franciso P. Ycaza, Guayaquil, Ecuador. 
Paraguay : Mr. I. L. Henderson, H.M. Minister and Consul- 
General, British Legation, Avenida Columbia, Asuncion, Paraguay. 
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BANKWIN displays 


(Branch of S. P. O'Connor & Co, Ltd.) 
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EXHIBITION 
THE OXLEAZE, GLOUCESTER 
16th to 30th July, 1949 
Manufacturers wishing to arrange an Exhibit 
should apply to :— 
BRITISH EXHIBITION ENTERPRISES LTD 


51 Queen Square, Bristol 
Telephone : Bristol 25914 
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Eshibitions and Fairs 





ate! ® e e e 

itt | Preparations for B.LF.in Birmingham 

MLC, HE Birmingham Chamber of Commerce announces that the 
Tiemand for exhibition space in the Heavy Industries Section of the 

British Industries Fair will result in a record number of exhibitors at 

Castle Bromwich when the Fair opens on May 2. 


ritish The engineering, electrical, building and hardware industries will 
n, 9, Bi be represented by 1,161 manufacturers, exceeding the total for last 
year when, records were established in the attendance of exhibitors 
late. | and overseas buyers. 
Work has now started on the preparation of exhibition stands into 
... Ewhich cranes must place 900 tons of machinery before the smaller 
nitish products arrive. 
U6, |’ The whole of the British Industries Fair in London and Birmingham 
will display a greater area of exhibits than any of the 28 previous 
ritish § Fairs, although the number of manufacturers exhibiting among the 
n 2, § lighter industries at Earls Court and Olympia is below the record of 
1948, 
en] | Inthese buildings, 12 trade sections which have been given increased 
eles, space, will include the major display of this year’s Fair by 300 manu- 


facturers representing all types of textile fabrics and clothing. 

A million square feet of space has been booked to capacity in the 
three greatest exhibition buildings in Britain and in Birmingham the 
Outdoor Section of the Fair is expanding rapidly. 

Hundreds of manufacturers have joined the waiting list in case of 
changes amongst the 3,030 whose applications were received early 
enough for acceptance. 

The Fair will be open from May 2 to 13. 


The following list of trade exhibitions and fairs in the United 
Kingdom and overseas is compiled from information furnished by the 
organizers and by the overseas officers of the Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department. It will be understood that no responsibility 
is taken for the standing of the organizations or individuals mentioned 
and that dates, etc., may be subject to alteration. This list is not 
exhaustive and further information about these and other events may 
be obtained from the Exhibitions Division of the Commercial Rela- 
tions and Exports Department, Horseferry House, Thorney Street, 
sul. London, S.W.1. (Victoria 6800.) Recent additions to the list are 
indicated by an asterisk *. 


eral, 
onne 


itish 
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United Kingdom 
1949 


British INDUstRIES FarR, LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM— 

May 2-13, 1949. Apply to Commercial Relations and Exports 

sl Department, Exhibitions Division, Horseferry House, Thorney 
’ Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel. : Victoria 6800), or to Birmingham 


Chamber of Commerce, 95 New Street, Birmingham. (Tel. : 
8q. Birmingham Midland 5021.) 

lor, FLonDon Fasn1on FortTNIGHT— 

ul. May 16-27, 1949. Apply (by letter only) to Information Bureau, 
. — Fashion Fortnight, Dorland Hall, Lower Regent Street, 


a BUILDING AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS)— 
May 16-27, 1949. At Old Horticultural Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 
Apply to British Bulletin of Commerce, 17-18 Henrietta Street, 
Strand, W.C.2. (Tel. : Temple 4728.) 
LEICESTER AND LEICESTERSHIRE INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
May 19-28, 1949. At Granby Halls, Leicester. Apply to 
Leicester Chamber of Commerce, 3 Granby Street, Leicester. 
(Tel.: Leicester 60171.) 
RITISH THEATRE EXHIBITION— 
May 23-June 18, 1949. At Bingley Hall, Birmingham. Apply 
to Mr. G. H. Grimaldi, British Theatre Exhibition, Birmingham 
Post, 88 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. (Tel. : Central 8731.) 
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9TH ANTIQUE DEALERS’ FAIR AND EXHIBITION— 
June 9-24, 1949. At Great Hall, Grosvenor House, Park Lane, 
W.1. Apply to Captain C. S. Platts, Room 904, Grosvenor 
House, Park Lane, W.1. (Tel. : Grosvenor 6363, Ext. 904.) 
RoyaL AGRICULTURAL SHOW, SHREWSBURY— 
July 5-8, 1949. Apply to the Royal Agricultural Society, 16 Bed- 
ford Square, London, W.1. (Tel. : Museum 0535.) 
UNDERGROUND MINING MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
July 7-16, 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to General Manager, 
Engineering Centre, 351 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
ENGINEERING AND MARINE EXHIBITION— 
August 25—September 10, 1949. At Olympia. Apply to Messrs. 
F. W. Bridges & Sons Ltd., Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, 
London, W.C.2. (Tel. : Whitehall 0568.) 
INDUSTRIAL FINISHES EXHIBITION— 
August 31-September 13, 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to 
Exhibition Secretary, 26 Old Brompton Road, London, S.W.7 . 
ScottisH Inpustries ExHIBITION— 
September 1-17, 1949. At Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. Apply to 
General Manager, Scottish Industries Exhibition, 351 Sauchiehall 
Street, Glasgow, C.2. (Tel. : Glasgow Douglas 7531.) 
49TH CuHeEMIsts’ ExHIBITION— 
September 19-23, 1949. At Central Hall, Westminster, London, 
$.W.1. Apply to the British and Colonial Druggist Ltd., 194-200 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. (Tel.: Bishopsgate 2148.) 
RapDIoLympiA, NATIONAL RapIO EXHIBITION— 
September 27—October 8, 1949. Apply to the Radio Industry 
Council, 59 Russell Square, London, W.C.1. (Tel. : Museum 
6901.) 
INTERNATIONAL Motor ExHIBITION— 
September 28—October 8, 1949. At Earls Court, London. Apply 
to Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders Ltd., 148 Picca- 
dilly, London, W.1. (Tel.: Grosvenor 4040.) 
MANCHESTER, First NATIONAL PACKAGING EXHIBITION— 
October 5-15, 1949. At City Hall, Deansgate, Manchester. 
Apply Provincial Exhibitions Ltd., at above address. 
FASHION IN Footwear EXxHIBITION— 
October 10-14, 1949. At Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, 
W.1. Apply to Exhibition Dept., ‘“‘ Footwear,” Drury House, 
Russell Street, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Temple Bar 3422.) 
British TEXTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES EXHIBITION (INTER- 
NATIONAL)— 
October 12-22, 1949. At Belle Vue, Manchester. Apply to 
Textile Recorder Machinery and Accessories Exhibition Ltd., 
Old Colony House, South King Street, Manchester, 2. 
INTERNATIONAL BiIcyCLE AND Moror CycLeE EXHIBITION— 
October 21-29, 1949. At Earls Court, London. Apply to the 
British Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers and Traders Union 
Ltd., The Towers, Warwick Road, Coventry. (Tel. : Coventry 
62511-2.) 
63RD ANNUAL Dairy SHOow— 


October 25-28, 1949. Apply to British Dairy 


At Olympia. 


Farmers’ Association, 17 Devonshire Street, London, W.1. 
(Tel. : Welbeck 1012.) 

BusINEss EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION— 
November 9-19, 1949. At Empire Hall, Olympia. Apply to 


Office Appliance Trades Association of Great Britain and Ireland, 


11-13 Dowgate Hill, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. (Tel. : 
Central 7771-2.) 

BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION— 
November 17-December 1, 1949. At Olympia. Apply to 


Building Trades Exhibition Ltd., 4 Vernon Place, Southampton 
Row, W.C.1. (Tel. : Holborn 8146.) 

SMITHFIELD SHOW AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
December 5-9, 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to The Smithfield 
Show, Joint Committee, 148 Piccadilly, W.1. 


1950 


HOTEL, RESTAURANT AND CATERING EXHIBITION— 
January 25-February 3, 1950. At Olympia. Apply to Trade 
and Technical Exhibitions Ltd., 1 Dorset Buildings, Salisbury 
Square, London, E.C.4. (Tel. : Central 1555.) 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION— 
May 6-13, 1950. At Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, W.1. 
i to Executive Committee, 41 Devonshire Place, London, 


(Continued on next page) 
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Exhibitions and Fairs—(Continued) 


Overseas 
1949 


BuFFALO, SPORTSMEN’S AND Boat SHOW— 
March 26-April 3, 1949. At Memorial Auditorium. Apply to 
Mr. Wm. R. Ringle, c/o Adam F. Eby & Association, 331 Andrews 
Building, Buffalo 2, N.Y. 
Cuicaco, INTERNATIONAL LIGHTING ExPosITION— 
March 29-April 1, 1949. At Stevens Hotel. Apply Mr. A. B. 
Coffman, 111 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago. Last date for 
space applications past. 
Urrecut, Roya NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
March 29-April 7, 1949. Apply to Mr. W. Friedhoff, Netherlands 
Chamber of Commerce, 10 Gloucester Place, London, W.1. 
(Tel. : Welbeck 9971, 9972, 9973.) 
Paris, PHOTOGRAPHY AND CINEMA EXHIBITION— 
April 1-11, 1949. Apply to Secretary, 94 rue de Rennes Paris, 6°. 
FRANKFURT, SPRING Farr— 
April 7-12, 1949. At the Festhalle. Apply to Messe-Amt, 
Frankfurt-am-Main. Final date for space applications past. 
JOHANNESBURG, WITWATERSRAND AGRICULTURAL SHOW— 
April 8-18, 1949. At Milner Park. Apply to The Secretary, 
Witwatersrand Agricultural Society, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
ADELAIDE, CHEMISTRY AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION, ‘‘ CHEMEX 
1949 "— 
April 12-25, 1949. At Centennial Hall, Wayville. Apply to 
Manager, Room 43, Chamber of Manufacturers Building, Pirie 
Street, Adelaide, S. Australia. 
Mrant INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES FarR— 
April 12-27, 1949. Apply to Italian Chamber of Commerce for 
Great Britain and British Commonwealth, 652 Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Whitehall 5521.) 
Hanover, Export TRADE Fair (LiGut INDUsTRIES AND CONSUMER Goops)— 
April 22-28, 1949. Apply to Hanover Trade Fairs and Exhibi- 
tions Co., Hanover-Laatzen. 
Lyons, INTERNATIONAL FairR— 
April 23—May 2, 1949. Apply to Messrs. Robert Brandon and 
Partners Ltd., 45 Dover Street, London, W.1. 
POZNAN, INTERNATIONAL TRADE FarrR— 
April 23—May 10, 1949. Apply to Federation of British Industries, 
41 Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.1. (Tel. : Whitehall 
6711.) Last date for space applications past. 
Paris, INTERNATIONAL AERONAUTICAL SHOW— 
April 29-May 15, 1949. At Grand Palais. 
sioner General, 6 rue Galilee, Paris 16e. 
BrussELs, INTERNATIONAL FaiR— 
April 30-May 15, 1949. Apply to Palais du Centenaire, Brussels. 
Liece, First INTERNATIONAL FarrR— 
April 30-May 15, 1949. At Coronmeuse (Liege). Apply to 
Foire Internationale de Liege, 32 Boulevard de la Sauveniere, 
Liege. 
BasLe, Swiss INpustrRiEs Farr— 
May 7-17, 1949. Apply to the Swiss Legation, Division Econo- 
mique, 18 Montague Place, London, W.1. (Tel.: Paddington 
0701.) 
INTERNATIONAL Motor Car ExuisiTion— 
May 8-15, 1949. Apply to British-Austrian Chamber of Com- 
merce Inc., 29 Dorset Square, London, N.W.1. (Tel.: Padding- 
ton 7646.) 
VALENCIA, INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 
May 10-25, 1949. Apply to United Kingdom representative, 
Mr. R. H. Thornton, 8 Duke Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel. : 
Whitehall 6674.) 
Hanover, Export Trape Fair (TECHNICAL Propucts AND INDUSTRIAL 
EQuIPMENT)— 
May 20-30, 1949. Apply to Hanover Trade Fairs and Exhibi- 
tions Co., Hanover-Laatzen. 
Paris, INTERNATIONAL TRADE Farr— 
May 21-June 6, 1949. At Porte de Versailles, Paris. Apply to 
Miss E, Lambert, 14/15 Rugby Chambers, Rugby Street, London, 
W.C.1. (Tel. : Chancery 6794.) 
TORONTO, CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL TRADE Fair— 
May 30-June 10, 1949. Apply to Miss M. A. Armstrong, 
Canadian Government Exhibition Commission, Canada House, 
Trafalgar Square, London, S.W.1. (Tel. : Whitehall 8701.) 
Papua INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 
~ June 4-19, 1949. Apply the Secretary, Padua International Sample 
Fair, Via N Tommaseo 59, Padua, Italy. 
BARCELONA, INTERNATIONAL TRADE Farr— 
June 10-30, 1949. Apply to United Kingdom Agent, Mr. 
Joaquin Bosch, 109 Whitton Road, Twickenham, Middlesex. 
(Tel. : Popesgrove 4822.) 
, LNTERNATIONAL FarrR— 
June 11-26, 1949. At Palais des Sports. Apply The Secretary, 
Foire Internationale d’Anvers, at above address. 
BRUSSELS, INTERNATIONAL PLastics EXHIBITION— 
June 11-26, 1949. At Grands Palais du Centenaire. 


Apply to Commis- 


VIENNA, 


Apply to 
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l’Office Belge des Matieres Plastiques, 153 Chaussee de Bruxelles 
Forest—Brussels. ; 





STOCKHOLM, Wor_LpD Sport ExHIBITION— 

June 17—August 28, 1949. At Djurgardsbrunn Bay, Apply 
the Exhibition Commission, Birger Jarlsgatan 25, Stockholm : 

Lite, INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL FaIR— : 
June 18-July 3, 1949. Apply Foire Commerciale 
nationale, 69 rue Faidherbe, Lille. 

HANOVER, AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 

June 26-July 3, 1949. Apply to Deutsche Landwirtschajts, 
Gesellschaft, Festhalle, Frankfurt-am-Main. Last date for space 
applications past. ‘ 

BrussELs, ANNUAL Foop INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
July 9-24, 1949. At Grands Palais du Centenaire, Apply to 
Confederation de I’Alimentation Belge, 55 rue de la Loi, Brussel 

LuxeMBourRG, NATIONAL BUILDING AND Motor Transport Exurpirioy— 

oe July 10-21, 1949. Apply to Director, 18 Avenue de la Por. 
Neuve, Luxembourg. 

Izmir, INTERNATIONAL Farr, TURKEY— 

August 20-September 20, 1949. Apply to the Secretary, British 
Chamber of Commerce, Istanbul Han, Hanumeli Sokak, Istanby) 

STOCKHOLM, St. Ertk’s Farr— 

August 24-September 4, 1949. Apply to St. Eriks-Massan, 
Stockholm, 5. 

TorRONTO—CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

August 26-September 10, 1949. Apply to Mr. G. H. Ward, 
United Kingdom representative, Canadian Chamber of Com. 
merce in Gt. Britain Inc., British Columbia House, 3 Regen 
Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Whitehall 2794.) 

BupapEst, INTERNATIONAL AUTUMN Fair— 

* September 3-18, 1949. Apply to Sample Fairs and Exhibition 
Ltd., Szegfu-Utca 6, Budapest, VI, Hungary. Last date for spax 
applications, July 1, 1949. 

PLovpiv, INTERNATIONAL Fair— 

September 4-18, 1949. Apply to the Bulgarian Legation, Tra 
Section, 24 Queen’s Gate Gardens, London, S.W.7. (Tel: 
Western 9433.) 

Urrecut, RoyaAL NeTHERLANDS INDUSTRIES FAIR— 

September 6-15, 1949. Apply to Mr. W. Friedhoff, Netherlands 
Chamber of Commerce, 10 Gloucester Place, London, W1. 
(Tel. : Welbeck 9971, 9972, 9973.) 

GHENT, FLANDERS INTERNATIONAL FairR— 

September 10-25, 1949. Apply to Ultra Displays Ltd., 39, 
Edgware Road, London, W.2. (Tel.: Amb. 4147.) Northen 
Agents: Robertson Buckley & Co. Ltd., Berey’s Building, 
George Street, Bixteth Street, Liverpool 3 ; Southern Agents; 
S. R. Tippett & Co. Ltd., 110 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. 


and Inter. 


PRAGUE, INTERNATIONAL FaiR— 
September 11-18, 1949. Apply to The Secretary, Czechoslovak 
British Chamber of Commerce, 46 Seymour Street, London, W1. 
(Tel. : Amb. 1801.) 

VIENNA, INTERNATIONAL AUTUMN Fair— 
September 11-18, 1949. Apply to British-Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce Inc., 29 Dorset Square, London, N.W.1. (Tel: 
Paddington 7646.) 

ZAGREB, INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 


September 17-October 2, 1949. Apply to the Manager, Zagreb- 
acki Velesajam Savska Cesta 25, Zagreb, Yugoslavia, or Com 
mercial Attache, Yugoslav Embassy, 195 Queen’s Gate, London, 
S.W.7. 





Board of Trade Journal 
Standing Features 


Last published 
United Kingdom Trade Commissioners 
and Imperial Trade Correspondents 19 March, 1949 
Commercial Diplomatic Officers .... 12 March, 1949 
Board of Trade Departments ... 25 December, 1948 
Board of Trade Regional Controllers | 20 November, 1948 
Board of Trade Regional Export 


Officers... re ws wee ~—-2 October, 1948 
Board of Trade Regional Salvage and 

Recovery Officers wn .- 1 January, 1949 
Board of Trade Regional, Sub an 

District Offices ... Pa we» 19 February, 1949 


Export Credits Guarantee Department 22 January, 1949 


United Kingdom Ministers and Con- 








sular Officers i te ... 27 November, 1948 
British Chambers of Commerce in 

Foreign Countries - .«- 27 November, 1948 
Trade Enquiry Offices in London ... 9 October, 1948 
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The Board of Trade 


Millbank, London, S.W.1 (Telephone : Whitehall 5140) 


secretariat.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Administration of Enemy Property Department.—Chesham House, 32 Warwick Street, London, W.1. (Mayfair 7211.) 
(The Custodian of Enemy Property is at the above address.) 

pankruptcy.—2 Central Buildings, Matthew Parker Street, London, S.W.1. (Abbey 5678.) The Department of the Official Receiver in 
Bankruptcy, High Court, Bankruptcy Buildings, Carey Street, London, W.C.2. (Holborn 7641.) Official Receiver in Bankruptcy. 
London suburbs (Northern and Southern Districts).—20 Eaton Place, London, S.W.1. (Sloane 0776.) 

“Board of Trade Journal.’’—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Commercial Relations and Exports Department.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Commercial Relations and Exports Department (Industries Branches).—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Victoria 9040.) 
aieeaes (Winding Up).—Department of the Official Receiver in Companies Liquidation, Columbia House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2. 


Chancery 5412.) 
heden of Industry and Regional Division.—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 
Establishment Division.—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 
Licensing Branch.—Regis House, 43 King William Street, London, E.C.4. (Avenue 3111.) 

Films Branch.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Finance Division.—Horseferry House, Thorney Street, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 6800.) 

German Division.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 40 Cadogan Square, London, S.W.1. (Kensington 5131.) 

Import Licensing Branch.—Triumph House, 189 Regent Street, London, W.1. (Regent 4090.) Hedges House, 155 Regent Street, 
London, W.1. (Regent 4090.) Victory House, 99 Regent Street, London, W.1. (Regent 4090.) 

European Recovery Programme Section.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Industries and Manufactures (Division 1).—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 152 Gloucester Terrace, 
London, W.2. (Paddington 1242.) 

Industries and Manufactures (Division 2A).—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 25 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. - (Abbey 3206.) 91 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. (Abbey 7898.) 152 Gloucester Terrace, London, W.2. 
(Paddington 1242.) 

Industries and Manufactures (Division 2B).—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 

Industries and Manufactures (General).—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Information Division.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Insurance and Companies Department.—Romney House, Tufton Street, London, S.W.1. (Abbey 3801.) Jersey Road, Osterley, Isle- 
worth, Middlesex. (Southall 2494.) Government Buildings, Heyhouses Lane, Lytham St. Anne’s. (St. Anne’s 2300.) 

Companies Registration Office:—Bush House, South West Wing, Strand, London, W.C.2. (Temple Bar 3540.) 

Parliamentary Branch.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Patent Office and Industrial Property Department.—25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. (Holborn 8721.) 
51 Regent House, Cannon Street, Manchester, 4. (Blackfriars 1128.) 

Priorities Division.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Production Efficiency Service.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Raw Materials Department.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Directorate of Sundry Materials —8-10 Old Jewry, London, E.C.2. (Monarch 1060.) 
Directorate of Salvage and Recovery.—Trafalgar House, 11-12 Waterloo Place, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 0951.) 

Solicitor’s Department.—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 71-72 Grosvenor Street, London, W.1. 
(Grosvenor 4681.) 

Special Research Unit.—I. C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Standards Department.—Chapter Street House, Chapter Street, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 7032.) 

Statistics Division.—Romney House, Tufton Street, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) Chapter Street House, Chapter Street, London, 
§.W.1. (Victoria 7032.) Neville House, Page Street, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 9040.) 

Trade Commissioner Service.—Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 

Export Credits Guarantee Department.—9 Clements Lane, Lombard Street, London, E.C.4._ (Mansion House 8771.) 

Branch Offices: London (2), Manchester, Bradford, Birmingham, Glasgow, Belfast, Bristol and Sheffield. 
Central Price Regulation Committee.—Queen Anne’s Chambers, 41 Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. (Whitehall 7010.) 
Local Price Regulation Committee.—2 Central Buildings, Matthew Parker Street, London, S.W.1. (Abbey 5678.) 





BRITISH TRADERS AND SHIPPERS LTD. 


Merchant Exporters and Manufacturers Overseas Distributors 
STEVINSON HOUSE, 155 FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON, €E.C.3. 
Telephone: Mansion House 1603 (18 lines). And at New York, Montreal and Hong Kong. Cables : “ Shipex, London,” 
OUR SPECIALIZED DEPARTMENTS WILL WELCOME YOUR SPECIFIC ENQUIRIES FOR 


CHEMICALS + TEXTILES - METALS 

















| IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ip CUTLERY <: SCISSORS 
| MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES BICYCLES 
| EXCLUSIVE LINES BRAND CAR BATTERIES - ETC. 
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Trade Enquiry Offices in London of the Dominions, Colonies, ete, 


Australia, Commonwealth of.—The High Commissioner, Australia 
House, Strand, W.C.2. 

The Senior Australian Trade Commissioner in the United 
Kingdom, Australia House, Strand, W.C.2. 

New South Wales.—The Agent-General, New South Wales 
Government, 57 Strand, W.C.2. 

Victoria.—The Agent-General, Victoria House, 
Place, Strand, W.C.2. 

Queensland.—The Agent-General, 409 Strand, W.C.2. 

South Australia. —The Agent-General and Trade Commissioner, 
South Australia House, Oxford Street, W.1. 

Western Australia.—The Agent-General, Savoy House, 115-116 
Strand, W.C.2. 

Tasmania.—The Agent-General, Golden Cross House, Charing 
Cross, London, W.C.2, 

Bermuda.—Bermuda Trade Development Board, Westminster 

Bank Buildings, 329 High Holborn, W.C.1. 

British Malaya.—The Secretary, Malayan Information Agency, 

Malaya House, 57 Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 

British West Indies.—The West India Committee, 40 Norfolk 

Street, Strand, W.C.2. 

Canada, Dominion of.—The High Commissioner for Canada and 
the Canadian Government Trade Commissioner, Canada 
House, Trafalgar Square, S.W.1. 

Alberta.—The Agent-General, 37 Hill Street, Berkeley Square, 
W.1, 

British Columbia.—The Agent-General, 
House, 1 and 3 Regent Street, S.W.1. 
Ontario.— The Agent-General, Ontario House, 13 Charles II 

Street, S.W.1. 
Saskatchewan.—The Agent-General, 168 Cliffords Inn, E.C.4. 


Melbourne 


British Columbia 


Cyprus.—Government of Cyprus Office, 27 Cockspur Street, S.W1 

Eire.—The High Commissioner, 33-37 Regent Street, S.Wj, 

Hong Kong.—Hong Kong Government Office, Grand Buildings 
Trafalgar Square, W.2. , 

Hyderabad.—The Hyderabad Agent-General, Hyderabad House 
6 Palace Green, W.8. : 

India.—The Trade Commissioner, India House, Aldwych, W,C). 

Kenya.—East Africa Office, Grand Hotel Buildings, Trafalgar 
Square, W.C.2. ‘ 

Malta.—The Trade Commissioner for Malta, 39 St. James Street, 
S.W.1. 

Mysore.—Mysore Trade Commissioner in London, 532 Grand 
Buildings, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 

New Zealand, Dominion of.—The High Commissioner, 415 Strand, 
WC. 

Newfoundland.—The Trade Commissioner, 58 Victoria Street, 
S.W.1. 

Northern Ireland.—The Northern Ireland Agent in Great Britain, 
12 Cockspur Street, S.W.1. 

Nyasaland.—Nyasaland Trade Representative, Rhodesia House, 
429 Strand, W.C.2. 

Pakistan.—The Trade Commissioner, 15 Fitzhardinge Street, W.1, 

South Africa, Union of.—The Senior Trade Commissioner for 
Union of South Africa, South Africa House, Trafalgar Square, 
W.C.2. 

Southern Rhodesia.—The High Commissioner, Rhodesia House, 
429 Strand, W.C.2. 

Tanganyika Territory.—East Africa Office, Grand Hotel Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 

Uganda.—East Africa Office, Grand Hotel Buildings, Trafalgar 
Square, W.C.2. 


Ceylon.—The Ceylon Government Representative, Ceylon House, Zanzibar.—East Africa Office, Grand Hotel Buildings, Trafalgar 
28 Cockspur Street, S.W.1. Square, W.C.2. 


In the case of such Colonies, Protectorates and Mandated Territories (e.g. Gambia, Gold Coast, Nigeria, Sierra Leone) as are not 
represented in England by a Trade Enquiry Office, the Board of Trade, Commercial Reltaions and Exports Department, Thames House (North), 
Millbank, London, S.W.1 (Tel. : Victoria 9040), is prepared, whenever possible, to answer enquiries relating to the respective areas. 





Export Credits Guarantee Department 


OR the information of exporters we publish below details of the branch offices of the Export Credits Guarantee Department, 
The head office is at 9 Clements Lane, Lombard Street, London, E.C.4._ (Mansion House 8771.) 


LONDON (1) (City and Eastern Counties) 

The East Central, East, South Eastern, West Central and Northern postal 
districts of Lond+n, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, 
Huntingdonshire, Kent, Norfolk and Suffolk. 


LONDON (2) (West London and Western) 

The North Western, Western and South Western postal districts of London, re 
Hampshire, Surrey, Middlesex and Sussex. 

Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Somersetshire, Devonshire, Cornwall, Mon- 
mouthshire, Glamorganshire, Brecknockshire, Carmarthenshire, Pembroke- 
shire, Cardiganshire. 


NORTH WESTERN 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Westmorland, Cumberland, North and Western 
Derbyshire, North Staffordshire and North Wales. 


NORTH EASTERN 
Northumberland, Durham, Yorkshire .. 


J. M. S. Hendry, Moorgate Hall, 153 Moorgate, London, 
E.C.2. (Tel. : Monarch 7313/4/5.) 


V. N. Grayling, Mayfair Court, Stratton Street 
London, W.1. (Tel.: Mayfair 5353/4/5.) 
P. H. Garrity, Royal London House, Queen Charlotte 
Street, Bristol, 1. (Tel.: Bristol 21294.) 


A. Watson, Midland Bank Buildings, 56 Spring Gardens, 
Manchester 2. (Tel.: Blackfriars 9866.) 


A. L. MacManus, 69 Market Street, Bradford. (Tel.: 
Bradford 25147.) 

J. N. Hamer, Fargate House, Fargate, Sheffield. (Tel.+ 
Sheffield 25898.) 


Sheffield, Barnsley, Doncaster and areas therein, Lincolnshire, North 
Nottinghamshire and East Derbyshire. 
MIDLAND 

Warwickshire, Northants, Rutland, Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire 
(except North Nottinghamshire), South Derbyshire, Staffordshire (except 
North Staffordshire), Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Mid- 
Wales. 
SCOTLAND 

The whole of Scotland 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
Tbe whole of Northern Ireland 


A. R. MacGregor, 37 Temple Street, Birmingham. 
(Tel. : Midland 1527.) 


C. L. Palmer, 7 West George Street, Glasgow, C2, 
(Tel. : Central 3056.) 


M. W. Gentle, 7 Donegall Square West, Belfast. (Tel.: 
Belfast 21116.) 








